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Greetings and Congratulations to the
Croatian Fraternal Union
on its 100th Anniversary



Bill Clinton, President of the United States of America



THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington

April 7, 1994

I am delighted to honor the Croatian Fraternal Union
of America as you celebrate your 100th anniversary.

One of the most rewarding of human experiences is
the coming together of people to share common experiences
and interests. For 100 years, the Croatian Fraternal Union
has maintained and built upon the wonderful legacy of your
founders. The strength of your organization today 1s a testa-
ment to the vision of your founders and to your commitment
to your shared goals.

I congratulate you on your achievement, and I extend
best wishes for many years of continuing success.

Bill Clinton
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Robert P. Casey, Governor of Pennsylvania



Gouernor’s Office

I am pleased to extend warmest congratulations to the Croatian Fraternal Union
of America on the occasion of your 100th anniversary. This is indeed a very special and
historic milestone.

Pennsylvania was built by the peoples of many lands who came here seeking a bet-
ter future for themselves and for their children. Many joined forces to create labor,
social, and fraternal organizations to improve their working lives and take care of one
another in time of need. These organizations, like the Croatian Fraternal Union, have
also worked to keep alive the wonderful heritage brought to our shores from the home-
lands of their members, enriching both our state and nation with the many arts and tra-
ditions that have thus been preserved.

Since your organization was founded in Pennsylvania a century ago, you have
grown into the largest Croatian organization outside of Croatia itself, and have shown
extraordinary commitment to the families and people of your communities. Your out-
standing work on behalf of others is a testament to your dedication to community service
and the principle of neighbor helping neighbor.

On behalf of all Pennsylvanians, I salute you for a century of service and offer my
best wishes for every continuing success.

Robert P. Casey
Governor




Dr. Franjo Tudman, President of the Republic of Croatia



THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
THE PRESIDENT

On behalf of the Republic of Croatia, I personaly
extend my congratulations on the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the Croatian Fraternal Union, the largest and
most distinguished organization of Croatian emigrants. Its
activities among the Croats in the USA and Canada have
always been of extreme importance for cherishing and keeping
the Croatian national identity alive in their new homeland. In
the past hundred years, the Society has played an irreplace-
able role among the Croats on the American Continent, thus
becoming part of Croatian history.

I particularly welcome the publication of the book
History of the Croatian Fraternal Union which will give the
American and the Croatian public an insight into the patriot-
ic and humanitarian work of the Society, from its establish-
ment till today. The Croats, forced to emigrate from their
native country for political and economic reasons, have never
forgotten their homeland, always offering their political and
financial support. This was especially manifested recently in
the creation of our independent and democratic state of
Croatia.

The Croatian Fraternal Union and all American and
Canadian citizens of Croatian descent can be proud of their
contribution - through numerous ties with their old country -
to the evolution of their new homeland - the USA and
Canada.

I am fully convinced that cooperation between the
Croatian Fraternal Union and the Mother Country will fur-
ther be promoted in the interest of good relationships between
the Croatian, American and Canadian peoples and their
respective democratic states.

President of the Republic of Croatia

Dr. Franjo Tudman
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To the Croatian Fraternal Union

It is a special pleasure for me to extend my heartiest
congratulations on the 100th anniversary of the Croatian
Fraternal Union of America.

Upon their arrival in America over a hundred years
ago, the Croatian immigrants encountered all the hardships
of life in a foreign country. They were employed in the most
difficult jobs in mines, steel mills or railway construction; not
knowing the language of their new country they felt bitter
loneliness. The harder their life, the greater was their need
for mutual assistance and protection. So, the slogan “All for
one, and one for all” was born.

By building their own church and establishing cultural
societies with social goals and aims, their need for together-
ness and fraternal union was revealed. The Croatian
Fraternal Union of America is the living witness of this hun-
dred-year-long striving. Fraternally united and protected, its
members felt closeness - not one of them was abandoned in
hard and trying times. It was within this Society that their
national conscience was also cherished and protected.
Although growing on the new soil, they never forgot either
their homeland or its people, for their roots were in the old
country from which they brought with them their faith and
honesty.

I, therefore, thank all the benefactors and members of
the Croatian Fraternal Union of America for all the good
deeds, assistance, support and intercession for equity, free-
dom and peace in Croatia.

I congratulate and express my thanks to the whole
Society and invoke Our Lord’s blessing on all its members.

Kagol..

Archbishop of Zagreb
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PREFACE

A centennial celebration is an important happening in the hfe of any
organization. It marks a century of growth and presents itself as a time to
reflect upon past historical events and accomplishments which gave the organi-
zation the impetus to reach 100 years of existence.

For that reason, we are proud to present to all members of the Croatian
Fraternal Union of America and all others interested in the workings of our
fraternal benefit society this historical recap of the key happenings which were
largely responsible for the growth and expansion of the Croatian Fraternal
Union.

This CFU Centennial History was written by Dr. Ivan Cizmic of
Zagreb, Croatia who has done a great deal of research on our fraternal orga-
nization and its development. We are grateful to Dr. Cizmic for the admirable
work he has done in compiling the information for this 100th Anniversary
History.

We also thank the Golden Marketing Firm of Zagreb, Croatia for pub-
lishing and producing this book. It will serve as an important reference source
on our fraternal orgamization which will be used for many years into the
Sfuture.

In presenting this book, we proudly dedicate this Centennial History to
our founding fathers who had the strength and foresight to call upon various
Croatian organizations before the turn of the century to organize the Croatian
Sociery, which became the National Croatian Society, and subsequently
became today’s Croatian Fraternal Union of America.

We are indebted to our pioneers who forged a future for our genmeration
and for future gemerations and who created a sense of belonging and security
for all Croatian immigrant families to these North American shores. These pio-
neers endured countless setbacks and difficulties and proved they had the sta-
mina to withstand and conquer even the most turbulent times.

As we commemorate the 100th Anniversary Year of the Croatian
Fraternal Union, we celebrate their pioneering spirit and applaud their victo-
ries which kept our Society on a course of progress and expansion. Thanks to
their perseverance, the Croatian Fraternal Union endured and is now recog-
nized as the largest, most influential Croatian Sociery outside of Croatia, with
a membership of nearly 90,000 and assets of 150 million dollars.

XVII



Preface

Fust as our pioneers did in 1894 in their call for unity and for all to be
joined in one strong fraternal organization, the current administration of the
Croatian Fraternal Union is the strongest advocate of our Croatian people.

We dedicate our 100th Anniversary Year to the unity of our Croatian
Fraternal Union membership and to the continuance of our support of the
democratic Republic of Croatia and our Croatian people. In keeping with our
motto, “All for One, One for All”, we will fervently promote uniry among all
Croatian people and, in tribute to our pioneer members, will proudly build

upon the strong foundation they created as we begin our second century of fra-
ternalism and progress.

Bernard M. Luketich
National President
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Foreward

THE CROATS IN THE USA AND
CANADA

The migration of Croats to America is part of the European immi-
gration process to the New World. Croats were, among the first
Europeans to arrive in America.

According to some historians, a few seamen from Dubrovnik sailed
on Columbus’s ships. Legend has it that the Croatan Indians were
named after some passengers on board the Dubrovnik ships. The colony
of Ebenezer, Georgia, was probably the location of the first massive
immigration of the Croats and Slovenes into America. There is ample
documentation about the spiritual and educational work of the Croatian
missionaries Ivan Ratkay, Ferdinand Konscak, and Josip Kundek.

A larger emigration from Croatia, the so-called modern coloniza-
tion, started in Dalmatia and Hrvatsko Primorje. In the beginning only
individuals emigrated, followed later by smaller groups from the
Croatian coast. The people from Primorje settled in California because
of its familiar climate. A greater number of immigrants, in the earliest
period of colonization, established themselves along the Mississippi delta,
in the Pacific Northwest, and in New York City. The first Croatian
immigrants were mostly seamen, fishermen, and farmers. As they were
few in number, they did not represent an important ethnic group in
American society. Because of the vast distances separating them and
their small number in the first phase of immigration, the Croats were
neither well organized nor were they socially and politically active in
their new surroundings. Until the 1880, there existed only smaller
organizations of local interest. A period of mass emigration from Croatia
began towards the end of the 19th century, between 1880 and the begin-
ning of World War One. The scale of the emigration wave from Croatia
to America up to the present can be best represented by statistics. The
data estimates that half a million people left Croatia between 1890 and
the beginning of World War One.

World War One interrupted a large scale immigration. After the
war, the emigration problem reappeared. The general characteristics of
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Foreward

world migrations, the new directions of migrating, and the new countries
of immigration characterize the emigration from Croatia between the
two wars. Under the influence of the new economic conditions after
World War One, almost all countries passed immigration laws in order to
protect themselves from the influx of foreigners. Between the two wars,
150,000 people left Croatia.

After World War Two, new immigrant groups were formed outside
Croatia. During the war and afterwards, around 200,000 people left the
former Yugoslav’ territory or just never returned. They were mostly pris-
oners of war, former soldiers, as well as those who happened to be
abroad for various reasons. They spent a few years in Germany, Italy,
Austria, and France and were later sent as displaced persons to America,
Canada, Australia, and South America.

After 1950, a new generation of immigrants was formed from those
who left the country illegally. Some western European countries gave
them the status of political refugees. According to the statistics both by
the immigration countries and Croatian statistical sources, around
300,000 Croats immigrated within the period between the end of World
War Two until recently. Two million Croats of several generations are
likely to be living in the USA and Canada today.

Upon arriving in America, Croatian immigrants were mostly
attracted by Pennsylvania’s well developed industry which promised good
salaries in the coal mines, the iron works, and in the railway and road
construction industries. The first groups of Croatian immigrants gath-
ered precisely around the mines and the smelters of Pittsburgh and its
surrounding area. Another large center was Cleveland, Ohio, where the
steel and engine industries were concentrated.

It was quite understandable that Croatian immigrants were attract-
ed to Chicago as well as it was one of the largest centers of commerce
and industry. This meant new possibilities of employment in the very
well developed iron, leather and food industries, as well as in the electri-
cal and chemical industries.

It is impossible to list all of the places the Croatians inhabited.
They settled down in all parts of the country, from the Atlantic to the
Pacific. Driven by necessity, they changed places and states in search of
better working and living conditions.

What was the position of Croatian immigrants in their new
American environment? The beginning was hard for almost everybody
and later many factors influenced the destiny of each individual. Apart
from a few businessmen, intellectuals, artists and those having other suc-
cessful professions, a large number of Croats never managed to free
themselves from financial difficulties and lived in an everlasting struggle
for existence. For many of them the hopes of returning home gradually
faded and their children accepted more and more the values of their new
country.

2



THE CROATS IN THE USA AND CANADA

The difficulties which immigrants faced were compensated by a
variety of social activities. Since the end of the last century they have
organized over 3,000 different societies and built hundreds of Croatian
clubs and churches. The clubs played an important role in the immi-
grants’ lives. The clubs became centers of social, cultural, and political
gatherings, and sites of celebrations, concerts, and festivals.

It was there that the immigrants gathered and met their friends and
relatives. Folk music, songs and dances were handed down to the
younger generations, building their pride and interest in the cultural her-
itage of their ancestors. Dance and theatrical groups, choirs, and sports
associations used the Croatian clubs as centers for their activities. The
Sokol associations ceased to function after World War Two. The
Croatian newcomers founded several soccer clubs often named Croara.

The sports associations were at the top of the soccer leagues in the
USA.

An important component in the history of Croatian emigration is
the role of priests and parishes. The church has always carefully followed
the emigration of Croatians and organized religious life in immigration.
In each large Croatian community, churches were built, parishes found-
ed and priests were sent from the homeland. Among the Croatian immi-
grants, the church functioned well at the cultural, educational, organiza-
tional and national levels. The churches often were and still are the only
gathering places for Croatian immigrants. The schools for learning
Croatian language and history have been founded in the churches. The
parishes have been the centers of cultural and political events in immi-
gration. Prior to World War One, the Croats founded 25 parishes, four
during the war, and six between World War One and World War Two.
After World War Two, only three parishes were established, three mis-
sions and one pastoral station. In recent years a significant number of
young priests, primarily friars, have arrived from the homeland. A few
modern churches have been built and some parishes have expanded sig-
nificantly because of the large number of Roman Catholics arriving from
the native country. Included in these large parishes are those in New
York, Cleveland, Chicago, and Toronto. The Croatian bishops and other
priests pay occasional visits to Croatian parishes and the religious press
from home has become very popular with immigrants. The church in
Croatia has been paying more attention in recent years to Croatian
immigrants and their priests through the Direction of Spiritual Cure for
the Croats Abroad, seated in Rome, and the Council of Bishops’
Conference for Croatian Emigration, seated in Zagreb.

Since the very beginning of settling in America, the Croats have
taken an active part in the political life of their native country and have
provided material help to the Croatian people in their fight for freedom.
Through political activity they have tried to inform both the American
community and the politicians about the real conditions of the Croats in
Austria-Hungary, later in Yugoslavia, and especially today concerning the
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Foreward

situation of the independent, democratic and free state - the Republic of
Croatia. Hundreds of Croatian societies in America included politics in
their activities.

All the societies gradually stopped functioning and only a few
among them maintained an important role. The Croatian Alliance was
established in Kansas City in 1912, with a motto “For Freedom of
Croatia”. During World War One, it had 10,000 members and was very
active in the struggle against Austro-Hungarian rule, supporting the inte-
gration of the Croats into a South Slav Community.

In the 1930’s, an important role among the American Croats was
played by the Croatian Council whose main task was to acquaint the
American public and the world at large with the facts concerning the
difficult position of the Croats in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. After
World War Two, several important political organizations were quite
active among which the Croatian National Council, founded in 1972, is
worth mentioning. Its aim was helping Croatia after the suppression of
the 1971 Croatian Spring.

American Croatians as well as Croatian people from all over the
world have given support during the most recent events in Croatia. The
opinion prevails that the moral, political, and economic help of Croatian
immigrants is one of the most important factors in the struggle for an
independent and modern Croatia.

In order to explain what was going on and to study their social,
economic and political position in America, the best and most reliable
sources were immigrant newspapers, almanacs, and other publications.
Among the great number of immigrants there was, quite understandably,
a constant wish to know what was happening in their native country.
The letters they received from the relatives usually gave an incomplete
picture of life back home.

Upon arriving from Austria-Hungary, and later from Yugoslavia,
where a free press had never existed, the Croats in America launched
their own newspapers in which they wrote freely about everything going
on in the homeland.

The immigrant publications in America first appeared in the 1880’s
and have intermittently continued to the present. Almost every newspa-
per has special columns entitled “From the Old Country”, “From the
Croatian Lands”, etc. Literary contributions are being made by writers
both from the homeland and in immigration.

It should be emphasized that many Croats acquired their political
and civil education in America and became acquainted with the
American way of life by means of the Croatian newspapers. In spite of
numerous contradictions, the newspapers have become a means of estab-
lishing solidarity among the immigrants, as they were binding them in
groups of mutual interests, among which the most significant one was
winning freedom for the native land. It should be pointed out, unfortu-
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THE CROATS IN THE USA AND CANADA

nately, that among more than 200 Croatian newspapers in both America
and Canada only a few are still being published today. The more signif-
icant ones are Zagjednicar (Fraternalist), the official organ of the Croatian
Fraternal Union and Nasa Nada (Our Hope), the organ of the Croatian
Catholic Union.

Apart from the newspapers, the Croats in America developed
another publishing activity. As early as 1894, there was a Croatian book-
store in Pittsburgh which published several titles in Croatian. Another
bookstore was opened in St. Louis in 1900.

After World War Two, the Croatian Academy of America was
established in 1953 with the aim of promoting Croatian culture and his-
tory and acquainting the Americans with Croatia and the Croats. The
Academy had about 250 members, publishing the Journal of Croarian
Studies as a yearly issue.

Thanks to the post-war immigration of intellectuals, Croato-
American literature has recently flourished.

Generally speaking, the Croats in America, in spite of the high
price they paid in their immigrant life, should be pleased with the suc-
cess they have achieved. The Croats today occupy diverse, frequently
significant social positions in America and are an important factor both
in the USA and Canada.
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Chapter One

AMERICAN FRATERNALISM

The emergence and development of American fraternalism is fore-
most the result of the workers’ immigration and their organization.*
Upon ariving in a foreign country, where the people spoke different lan-
guages and practiced different customs, the Croats forged a feeling of
cooperation and solidarity within two institutions: ethnic churches and
fraternal organizations. These two organizations made it easier for
Croatians to enter a new society, gave them a place for prayer and social
gathering, and taught them how to adapt to the values of their new com-
munity. The fraternal organizations played an important role in the life
of individual ethnic groups. The history of the Croatian Fraternal Union
is in many ways the history of the Croats in the USA.

Different reasons and motives made the immigrants use mutual
care. Many of them died in accidents at work, and after their death, no
one took care of their families. Numerous workers were crippled, unable
to work, helpless, deserted and lonely. Towards the end of the 19th and
the beginning of the 20th centuries, there was no real social protection
in America and that was one of the main problems for the newcomers.!
Abandoned and frequently exploited in industrial plants, mines, work-
shops, and in the transportation industry, they realized that the only
solution to their difficult life and their working conditions was mutual
understanding and help, and the organization of their own associations.

The newcomers from some Eastern European countries more easi-
ly accepted the program of American fraternalism. They had brought
with them the experience and tradition of gathering in different charita-
ble societies and church communities, a tradition known to them since
the Middle Ages. Life in communities was an imitation of a way of life
in many of the agricultural parts of Austria-Hungary until the end of the
last century.2 Workers, and especially miners, also had a long tradition of
gathering in their societies for mutual help.

The establishment of fraternal organizations in America can be
traced as early as 1868 when John ]J. Upchurch, a railway worker, orga-
nized the first society called the Ancient Order of United Workmen. The
aim of the society was to offer the workers better conditions and securi-
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Chapter One

ty than those offered by the Trade Unions. Upchurch’s initiative gained
popularity and the organizations founded according to his ideas became
successful and influential. The idea of fraternal protection attracted the
public. The workers, united in fraternal organizations, had proper pro-
tection under rather desirable paying conditions. However, many insur-
ance companies functioning on a commercial basis considered the frater-
nal organizations as competitors and tried to make their work impossi-
ble.3 This is why the Order of the United Workmen asked the delegates
of the various fraternal organizations to attend a meeting held in
Washington in 1886. They founded an association of relief organizations
named the National Fraternal Congress. Its aim was to successfully lead
the fight against the insurance companies. The newspaper Zajednicar
wrote, “The aim and purpose of this great and powerful American asso-
ciation was to protect the interest of benefit organizations and their
members, as well as to try and prevent the passing of unfavorable laws
in some states concerning those organizations. Based on the experience
and the members’ mortality rate, it was attempting to introduce a cor-
rect scale of membership fees thus providing a healthy and solid basis for
their existence. Only by the merit of the National Fraternal Congress did
the American associations grow and strengthen financially, and today, in
twenty seven states, a law called the ‘Mobile Bill’ has been passed deal-
ing with the behavior of benefit organizations.”¢# There was, however,
some disagreement in the National Fraternal Congress in 1900 when the
“Force Bill” was introduced, according to which some newer fraternal
organizations should have paid their share by a less favorable rate table.
There followed a break-up of the society and a new one was formed -
the Associated Fraternities of America. But the split did not last long
and at the 1912 joint meeting in New York, both organizations reunited
under a common name: The National Fraternal Congress of America. It
was a period of fruitful activity in the American fraternal movement.
The growth that the movement witnessed is shown by the total number
of organizations that were active in the USA just before World War Two:
182 national relief organizations had a state work permit. They counted
6,465,240 adult members and 10,340,194 junior members, and consist-
ed of 99,148 lodges. The assets of all relief organizations totaled
$1,331,019,996. The protection or certificate value amounted to
$6,609,444,732.

With approximately eight million members organized in almost one
hundred thousand lodges, and with assets of more than one thousand
two-hundred and fifty million dollars, relief organizations were an
extremely influential power in American public life.5

The immigrants did not immediately enter fraternal organizations
in large numbers. Only when they realized that the fraternals were offer-
ing them good social security did they start organizing fraternal societies,
clubs, homes, and establishing halls for meetings, talks and conferences.

8



AMERICAN FRATERNALISM

The development of the fraternal movement, especially at the beginning
of this century, is a result of these actions.

The fraternal organizations had to unite in order to become more
efficient in helping their members. Social activities could not remain
within the boundaries of small or large immigrant communities built
around the mines and factories. They had to be broadened and planned
on a national scale and still retain their fraternal and co-operative sense
of action in order to develop a fraternal spirit.

The establishment of powerful fraternal organizations represented a
turning point for the immigrants in the USA. In these organizations they
found mutual help, cultural advancement, and joint action for the
improvement of living conditions. A separate system of organizations
consisting of junior nests, sections for the elderly, and centers for the
efficient promotion of social activities caused the fraternal societies to
become the main promoters of all social activities. Under the patronage
of their lodges, English courses were offered to older immigrants and
native language courses for their younger descendants born in America.
The lodges were instrumental in founding committees and clubs for the
promotion of education, theatrical groups, and the development of the
tamburitza and other orchestral music. They organized language and
folklore courses, and staged various performances with rich programs;
they held regular monthly meetings, banquets, picnics and outings in
large parks. The societies also organized specific lectures where numer-
ous speakers offered enlightening details about the social, cultural and
political life both in immigration and in the old country.

American fraternalism had its rival - commercial insurance; there-
fore, the fraternal organizations had to introduce a variety of life insur-
ance products under more favorable conditions than those of the com-
mercial insurance companies. They were also obliged to plan and fulfill
their cultural program more seriously so as to attract the youth and
make them more active. As a matter of fact, the fraternal organizations
formed, within the youth clubs, sports and educational sections, promo-
tional activities, as well as the junior cultural federations. Their task was
to unify all the tamburitza groups, dance groups, and choirs, to organize
festivals, and to assure their future activity. The fraternal organizations
had scholarship funds to help the less fortunate students. The success of
all these activities depended on the number of members and the finan-
cial power of the fraternal organizations. This required the coordination
of all actions and an expansion of the programs in order to make the
fraternal organizations as attractive as possible for the generations born
and educated in America on whose opinion the future of the fraternal
organizations actually depended. More favorable insurance options
humanitarian and cultural activities, sports competitions for the young,
and competitions for folk music and folk dances from all parts of the
world were the elements that distinguished American fraternalism from
the numerous other insurance companies. :
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Chapter One

The fraternal organizations played an important part in the immi-
grant’s life. Their history summarizes the history of ethnic communities.
Just as the immigrants transformed themselves from former peasants into
modern American workers, so did the poor immigrant relief organiza-
tions develop into modern and rich benefit and cultural institutions,
organized on an expert level, thereby fulfilling their duties correctly and
conscientiously.6

In some American cities the fraternal movement followed a very
intensive development and those cities became the centers for several
fraternal organizations. Some ethnic communities had numerous branch
offices and lodges. The Czechs were among the first Slavs to join the
fraternal organizations. Their associations are the oldest ones. The
Slovanska lpa started its activity in May 1862, and the Perun association
in 1866.7 Two great transnational Polish organizations, the Polish Roman
Catholic Union and the Polish National Union, were active in Cleveland.
These two organizations worked to establish new societies and to unify
existing organizations.® The Slovaks, who arrived sometime later, decid-
ed in the 1880’s that the seat of their largest fraternal organization, the
First Catholic Slovak Union, should be in Cleveland.® The Hungarians
and the Croatians, who also belong to the so-called new immigration,
were not, at the beginning, quite keen on the fraternal program. But
some unpleasant experiences, and especially the indecent burials of a few
fellow countrymen, made them aware of the benefits they could have by
becoming members of the fraternal organizations. The William Penn and
the National Croatian Society, with their large fraternal memberships,
had their headquarters in Pittsburgh.

There already existed in the old country good connections between
the broad-minded Slovenes and Czechs and these continued in America.
The first fraternal organizations of the Slovenes were founded with the
help of the liberal Czechs.!! The founders of the first fraternal organiza-
tions were middle class, educated people - physicians, attorneys, bankers,
businessmen, and priests. These people often came to America because
they disagreed with the political situation back home. They accepted the
program of the American fraternal movement by which they could found
fraternal organizations, widen their own views on life, and express polit-
ical opinions which they were not allowed to do in the old country. The
businessmen tried to assure their own success through fraternal organi-
zations. The intellectuals, as the organization leaders, were gradually,
and sometimes even with much argument, replaced by the working class,
as this represented the majority of the fraternal organization member-
ship. Even the priests could not be their leaders as their viewpoint was
different, but their membership was quite welcome especially on occa-
sions like meetings, conventions, parties and celebrations. Therefore, the
leadership was taken over by the “new class” of ethnic leaders from the
ranks of the working men, tradesmen or students who had not graduat-
ed in their native land.!2 The “new ethnic leaders” became the people
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who were successful in business; the ones who owned the boarding
houses or saloons, and who were commissioners of ethnic banks and
correspondents of ethnic magazines. They were mostly married people
intent on staying in America permanently. They became financially inde-
pendent, having quickly accepted the new country’s habits and its way of
life. Some of them became the owners of ethnic journals which, among
other things, were used to inform the public about the activities of the
fraternal organizations. Generally speaking, each organization had its
own journal which it had launched and financially supported. The jour-
nals usually had a supplement with reports from various meetings held
in the head offices of the fraternal organizations. The reports highlighted
their insurance work. These journals also published the views of the
organization on political matters both in America and in the old country.

The ethnic leaders established communication with American insti-
tutions and representatives from the local political community. A few
individuals among them became important persons and they often invit-
ed the mayor, government officials, and judges to attend their fraternal
celebrations thereby contributing to the benefit of the organizations.

The ethnic leaders were by means of the organization helping the
membership to adapt itself to its new surroundings. Even the members
of the “new immigration” who came to America after World War One
stated they would stay in America permanently. In 1924 these organiza-
tions sent protests against the administration of the immigrant laws.
Numerous petitions demanded the abolishment of the laws dealing with
the registration and enumeration of immigrants. Within particular orga-
nizations, committees were formed for the promotion of citizenship
rights and for equal opportunities in achieving all civil rights. The lead-
ers emphasized to their members that they should care more about solv-
ing problems in their new country and participate in the American way
of life on an equal basis with other citizens. More and more members of
the fraternal organizations became naturalized citizens.

How did the fraternal organizations of more than one hundred
thousand members, and in some cases of several hundred thousand
members, manage to gather the immigrants and maintain their interest
in the fraternal program? They had a strong organizational structure
which was affirmed by the activity of conventions and the system of
lodges. The highest governing body of the fraternal organization was the
convention. Conventions were held periodically, more frequently for less
numerous organizations, but usually annually or at two-year intervals.
The conventions of larger organizations were, as a rule, held once every
four years. The work of the Supreme Board would be evaluated, as well
as that of the Board of Trustees and the board members of the respec-
tive fraternal organizations. A new management team would be elected
at the convention and the by-laws for future activities accepted. At these
sessions the most important matters of the organization were discussed
and basic principles were established for the future.
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Each lodge elected one or more delegates to the convention
depending on its number of members. If lodges did not have enough
members, a few of them united and sent a joint delegate to the conven-
tion. The conventions generally started with the President’s report
acquainting the convention with the work of the Supreme Board, and
with all of the important events of the previous period. The membership
statistics were also analyzed as well as the advantages of the fraternal
insurance system. Financial matters of the respective organization were
also given approval.

The sessions were by no means routine; on the contrary, they reg-
ularly had a significant meaning in the life of fraternal communities.
Through the delegates’ discussions, ideas were confronted and programs
and suggestions for the organization’s activities opposed. Frequently, in a
very tense atmosphere, the delegates argued about the-political situation
in the old country as well as in their new homeland. The relation to the
American workers’ movement, to religion, and the questions of inter-eth-
nic relations in America were obligatory topics of dicussion.

The Supreme Board managing the organization was most success-
ful during the period between conventions as it was more capable of fol-
lowing and understanding the frame of mind and the relations among
the numerous lodges.

Through a network of numerous lodges, the activities and the work
operated successfully. It was the lodge that became the basic initiator of
the fraternal organization’s efficient functioning. The fraternal organiza-
tion lodges started taking over some social activities within their multiple
programs which previously was partly fulfilled by the boarding houses
and saloons.

In their work, the owners of the boarding houses, saloons, and eth-
nic banks were becoming more active. They soon noticed that the lodges
had become significant gathering places for the immigrants. This is why
they attempted to take over the leading role in the lodges and at the
same time bring about advantages in their own business. For this reason
lodges sometimes fell apart as competitors attempted to eliminate their
rivals in the leadership positions.

The lodge activities in the fraternal organizations will be analyzed
in order to determine how much they contributed by means of good
work and organization to the development of fraternalism in the USA.13

The lodge members had their own regular meetings which were
held monthly, most often on Saturdays after 8 p.m., or on Sundays. The
meeting halls were frequently rented from members of their own ethnic
group. Prior to World War One, the rent was $12, while after the war it
went up to $30 a year. The fraternal publications were received by each
member of the organization and included all information on lodge activ-
ities. The administration of the lodges was carefully taken care of, par-
ticularly in making sure that the accountants, treasurers and other office
staff behaved responsibly and regularly attended the meetings. The
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accountants were paid 25 cents annually per each organization member.
If they were absent from a meeting without good reason the sum was
deducted from their pay. Conforming to the minutes kept at the lodge
meetings, the main financial expenses were reported to the head office as
well as sickness benefit payments, and allowances were paid to the
accountant and to the Secretary and the President of the health board.
Almost the total income of a lodge was paid to the home office, with, on
an average, one-fifth of that amount kept for the purposes of a lodge, to
pay sickness benefits and office clerks. Due to large expenses, the lodges
often found themselves in financial difficulties which they solved by
organizing entertainment activities, though in times of serious economic
depression, not even that was enough. The lodges were generally tolerant
of members who could not cover their membership dues, only if there
was enough money in the treasury. Therefore, wealthier lodges had a
lower decrease in membership.

Poor financial conditions in the lodge treasuries were resolved in
different ways: by paying an extra dollar per member, by lowering the
admission fee ($1.50) for new lodge members, by financially encourag-
ing finding new members (50 cents per member in 1914), and by low-
ering sickness benefits from $6 to $5 per week.

It was very important for the new members to be healthy, which
meant lessening the financial pressure, and so, after 1924, new members
were accepted only after a medical check up. In 1918 and 1919, during
the Spanish influenza, no new members were accepted. A new member
(“brother”) had to be introduced by a former member who took all the
responsibility should there be problems with the newly accepted member
in case the new member did not respect the organization’s discipline or
if it were to be discovered later that he/she had a physical shortcoming
which would have otherwise prevented him/her from becoming a mem-
ber. The lodges used every possibility in order to show their social influ-
ence. They employed all sorts of symbols, flags, medals, and uniform
caps. The lodge members even wore uniforms when attending social
events as a group such as the founding of a church, the opening of a
new school, or celebrating the organization’s anniversaries.

One of the most important social activities of a lodge was honoring
the flag or the lodge banner. This was a significant ethnic activity which
showed how important the flag, the banner, and other lodge symbols
and medals were for ethnic identification as well as the affiliation of the
members to their particular lodge. To take part in honoring other lodge
banners was of great importance. It was unthinkable to hold any form of
manifestation or social activity without displaying the lodge banner.
When a lodge was invited to another lodge or fraternal organization cer-
emony its members were always requested to attend ceremonial occa-
sions displaying the lodge banner. For the lodges that sparingly managed
their finances it was no problem to pay $120 for the banner even in
1907. In addition, each lodge was supposed to have its own emblem
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sewn in the center of the banner and each member had a medal with the
lodge emblem.

The banner and lodge emblems were carried at funerals as it was
obligatory for the lodge members to attend the funeral of each lodge
member. At least twelve members were to attend the funeral ceremony
while three of them guarded the deceased the day before the funeral,
which was obviously a custom brought from the old country.

However, the most important social function for the lodges was
organizing entertainment. They, more often than not, were a way of col-
lecting money to pay the lodge expenses. As time passed, entertainment
and picnics were organized more and more because of financial needs;
some lodges organized them two or three times a year. Importance was
given to dances which were often held during religious holidays and for
the New Year holiday. On such occasions, a special organizing commit-
tee would be elected. Whenever possible, the lodges formed their own
tamburitza orchestras so as to avoid expenditures for musicians. In case
the sale of beer was forbidden, the picnics were held outside the city so
that more money could be made.

Lodge solidarity was shown in several ways among the Slavic orga-
nizations. It is obvious that solidarity best developed within each individ-
ual ethnic group, which is quite understandable. Even more so, the
“chain settling” by the people coming from the same villages or regions
to the same communities meant that the lodges were formed on a local
basis. They were named after the patron saints of their villages or after
some distinguished person from that particular region. Entire families,
their relatives, and other people from the same village became members.
In these lodges the patriarchal system was better preserved and a firmer
solidarity developed.

The lodge members were obliged to attend various celebrations and
parties, and if they failed to do so they were fined $1.00. If a particular
lodge did not attend another lodge celebration, the other one would
behave in the same manner. For this reason, invitations were carefully
considered and regularly accepted.

The lodges developed a habit of gathering together and established
a sense of unity and collective conscience with these programs. The
lodge regulations set out rules of behavior; the offenders were fined.

There was a tendency that lodge members should only be males.
Since the men were doing difficult and dangerous jobs, they had to be
insured by the relief organizations. In some fraternal organizations
women were allowed to be only “associate members” with a significant-
ly lower insurance rate.!4 However, when it was noticed that a many
women died young, especially during childbirth, there were no longer
any doubts that they should be allowed to become members of the fra-
ternal lodges too. Where there was an opposition to this tendency, the
women formed their own fraternal lodges. It appeared that opposition to
include women in the fraternal organizations was not that serious
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because the so-called new immigrants, the Slovenes, Croats, and Slovaks
founded separate women’s lodges only a few years after establishing their
own fraternal organizations. The arguments that women should take care
of their homes, raise the children, and not be involved in women’s
lodges, were soon dropped. It should be noted that progressive move-
ments supported the idea that women should be included in the frater-
nal movement and establish the separate women’s lodges. This was most
evident among the liberally minded Czech and Slovene immigrants.!5

The fraternal movement as a part of the American social movement
had to take care of its future and further development. The fraternal
organization leaders began thinking how to attract the immigrants’ chil-
dren born in America. The conventions held at the beginning of the
century quite often saw this as a main topic and decisions were made
about establishing separate Junior Order departments. These were most-
ly English speaking lodges and their programs were adapted to meet the
needs and wishes of the immigrant children who had accepted the values
of their new American surroundings. However, even within these depart-
ments, the parents jealously guarded and handed down to the younger
generation the cultural heritage of the nation they came from.

By including both women and immigrant children into the fraternal
movement, the American fraternal organizations significantly increased
their membership. Their basic aim, the insurance of their members, and
the activities programs were enriched, especially in culture, sports, arts
and science.

Even though the fraternal organizations were established on an eth-
nic basis which was their characteristic, religious, political, and ideologi-
cal adherence were sometimes a basis for inter-ethnic gatherings in some
of the fraternal organizations. For example, the Polish Roman Catholic
Union assembled the Poles, Lithuanians, Ruthenians and other Slav
Catholic members into the “United Roman Catholic Organization”. The
Slovaks and Slovenes often joined the membership of the Czech fraternal
organizations. The Slovene Catholic Union at first accepted only the
Slovenes into its ranks but later the Catholics from other ethnic groups
were also allowed, especially the Croats. The Hungarian Roman
Catholic Association, Sv. Ladislav, gathered the members of various
nationalities, mostly Hungarians and Slovaks. Eastern-Rite Catholics
joined the Catholic organizations and vice versa. The liberal organiza-
tions of Czech immigrants accepted the Slovene and Slovak immigrants
into their ranks. But some fraternal organizations strictly divided reli-
gious and other adherences from their basic activity considering them a
private matter. Ethnic background was not a criterion for the acceptance
of a new member.

Nevertheless, this ideal practice of inter-ethnic understanding and
cooperation within the lodges was met with strong opposition and mis-
understanding not only within certain ethnic groups but also at the
inter-ethnic level too.
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The fraternal movement became the most acceptable, the largest,
and a long-lasting form of ethnic and social gathering. It was quite
understandable then that lodge activities should be accompanied by dif-
ferent interests and aims. This was evident at a number of levels.16 As
the ethnic church was the second largest means for gathering immi-
grants, it was there that sometimes the most complicated problems
arose.

The “ethnic leaders” regularly occupying the most important posi-
tions in the fraternal organizations and their lodges, were the basic ini-
tiators of the most important activities in regard to the establishment of
parishes. They therefore appeared in the role of “church builders”.
Frequently, even before the parish was established and before a priest
arrived to take up his duty, the “ethnic leaders”, as members of the
church committee and with the bishop’s approval, undertook the most
important steps with respect to finances and organization. The church
committee sent out an invitation to a priest and, upon his arrival, took
care of him and introduced him to the committee’s work. The role of
the church committee was dominant as the local bishop was often
expected only to support it. After a parish was established and began
operating, the lodges collected money for the church, organized church
meetings, assisted the parish in its work, and took care of the priest’s
work. It is quite obvious that the fraternal lodges played a significant role
in the establishment of ethnic parishes and churches. It stands to reason,
therefore, that sometimes friction and struggle for prestige with the
priest and his supporters were unavoidable.!?

The conflicts were sometimes quite harsh. They even led to inci-
dents such as fights in front of the church between the priest’s followers
and those who supported the “ethnic leaders”. The bishop was often
required to intervene between the conflicting sides. The battle for pres-
tige, however, always ended with a compromise: the fraternal lodges did
their work within the framework of the fraternal program while the
priests gave up every ambition of becoming leaders, offering their coop-
eration to the fraternal lodges. This was not the case, however, when it
came to misunderstandings of a religious or political nature. When
Catholic fraternal organizations tried to gather not only all of the mem-
bers of their own ethnic group but even those of other nationalities, they
were met with opposition from other churches. Conflicts sometimes
arose among the members of one and the same religion which led to
factions among the fraternal organizations. So the Lutherans, as a result
of their different religious opinions, often became members of various
fraternal organizations in an “effort to maintain their original Lutheranism
within the surroundings of various theological tendencies and many sects
as well as the influences of other doctrines”.!8

There were also disagreements between the secular and religious
fraternal organizations. These organizations competed with each other
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while the intensified activities of some religious organizations were pri-
marily directed against other organizations within their ethnic community.

Political conflicts were continually present in the immigrant frater-
nal organizations. The immigrants in America brought with them their
national movement programs so that in their new surroundings their
demands for freedom of their people in the old country were often much
more radical than they had been back home. The issue of national
emblems was quite often the instigator of conflicts within lodges. The
Slovaks and Ruthenians abandoned the lodges where the Hungarians
were in the majority and vice versa; the Hungarians left the lodges where
the Slovaks and Ruthenians were in the majority.!® The Croatians
refused to enter the lodges where the Hungarians were members. Due to
mistrust, the Slovaks avoided the Czech lodges even during World War
One when they were trying to achieve an independent Czechoslovakia.
Immigrants from the same country, upon coming to America, did not
wish to establish so-called state organizations because of political and
national reasons.

National and political issues were an important feature of the lodge
activities. Many political manifestations, meetings, conventions, and lec-
tures where immigrants presented their political views, were often
inspired and organized by the lodges.

The fraternal organizations and their lodges nurtured patriotic ties,
supported cooperation, and offered great assistance to cultural, econom-
ic and political organizations back in the old country. The fraternal
members showed their solidarity with political, cultural and other events
by organizing manifestations, meetings, or even conventions where, by
resolutions of support and by collecting money, they attempted to assist
their compatriots in the old country. The anniversaries marking revolu-
tions, uprisings or deaths of their leaders were good reasons to organize
commemorations or even larger celebrations within the lodges. America
witnessed the arrival of political emigrants too. Intellectuals and busi-
nessmen who regularly visited other immigrants of the same ethnic back-
ground spread their own political views and conceptions. In this way, the
majority of immigrants learned for the first time from these political
leaders about political events in their homeland.20

The events in the old country, especially during the two world
wars, and the assistance to the victims were often a good reason for a
reconciliation and for joint activities to be organized even by those fra-
ternal organizations that had not cooperated until then or had been
involved in conflicts between each other. Solidarity was expressed in the
form of wider campaigns or sometimes even with the initiative of indi-
vidual lodges. The lodges enjoyed making autonomous decisions about
the purpose of individual actions, always taking care that their aim was
acceptable. Some welfare actions for the old country sometimes seemed
abstract to them and even their initiators were not always very convinc-
ing. Life in America had taught the immigrants to become cautious, but
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a constant concern for the events in the old country gave the fraternal
organizations credibility and a sense of importance in the eyes of their
members.

The fraternal organizations and their lodges began gradually to turn
to their new American homeland. Deaths of renowned Americans were
also occasions for various lodge manifestations. The lodges suggested to
their members to become American citizens. Matters concerning life in
America, local politics, and elections of local officials became current
issues discussed at the lodge meetings.

According to their social structure, the fraternal organizations were
the workers’ organizations because over 90% of the members were work-
ers. Despite this fact, their relationship to the workers’ movement in
America was sometimes questioned. The members of the American
Socialist Party often criticized the fraternal organizations. They stated
that these were some sort of money-boxes for the sick, underlining their
insurance work which was the reason why a large percentage of immi-
grant workers became their members. What the socialists criticized was
that they were not “revolutionary organizations” but only “corporations
for assistance”. In principle, the Socialist workers’ party rejected any
form of cooperation with the relief organizations calling them the “nurs-
es of capitalism”2!- The Socialist Party, however, gradually changed its
opinion about the fraternal organizations. A thought prevailed that these
organizations might in fact develop the spirit of workers’ solidarity and
convince the immigrant workers of the need to join the unions and the
workers’ parties. While the unions were militant workers’ organizations,
according to the socialists, the fraternal organizations were of a welfare
and humanitarian nature.2?2 Despite the academic debates and the rela-
tionship to the fraternal movement, from the beginning of the century,
the socialists made great efforts to gain influence within the fraternal
organizations.

During World War One and immediately afterwards, socialist asso-
ciations were established in the USA. Even these associations had a two-
fold purpose, giving insurance in case of sickness or death as well as
educating workers in a spirit of social and political equality and freedom.
This was achieved through their numerous social activities, picnics, con-
certs, gymnastic presentations, and teaching Croatian at schools. Within
the fraternal organizations with a socialist orientation, reading socialist
literature was encouraged. Some socialist lodges were exceptionally
active and even launched their official publications.

After World War One and the division within the socialist move-
ment in the USA, many lodges experienced political stratification. Some
Socialist Party members became communists and so did the members of
Industrial Workers of the World.23 Among the leftists orientated fraternal
lodges fierce political conflicts became apparent. It should be pointed
out that the communists were extremely active at that particular time.
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Their aim was to get involved in various cultural and educational pro-
grams and to gain control over the fraternal organizations.

The attempts of the socialists and communists to infiltrate the fra-
ternal organizations and take over the leadership caused great concern
among many priests and other national leaders. The priests demanded
from their believers to remain within their church and to be the mem-
bers of religiously orientated fraternal organizations. If they were not
successful, they established new fraternal organizations exclusively on a
religious basis. Such organizations regularly became the leading social
force within the ethnic community. Some priests openly proclaimed that
the purpose of the newly established fraternal organizations was to fight
“against socialism and communism?”.24

Intolerance and ideological conflicts weakened the fraternal move-
ment and a large number of members became indifferent to the idea of
fraternalism and all its positive aspects. Besides, the fraternal organiza-
tions based on various religious and ideological foundations attracted
members from various ethnic backgrounds according to their religious
and ideological orientation. This is why many fraternal organizations
acted as multi-ethnic communities. In spite of the many confrontations
within the fraternal organizations, there existed spontaneous and undi-
vided workers’ solidarity. This was most evident during the workers’
strikes. Financial assistance to the striking workers came from the lodge
treasuries and contributions were collected at the lodge meetings. In this
way the money intended for lodge purposes was saved while the mem-
bers were called upon to assist their fellow workers and show solidarity
with the strikers. The lodge members did not always share the same atti-
tude as far as assistance to the striking workers was concerned. There
were even harsh arguments at lodge meetings whether strikes should be
organized unless there was enough financial support to assist the workers.

*x * %k

True enough, American fraternalism witnessed a lot of crises and
its future was often uncertain. The fraternal organizations could hardly
resist the competition of large insurance companies that were stronger
financially, offering better conditions to those interested in various kinds
of insurance. This was the reason why their future became one of the
most important issues. It was clear that the love of their homeland was
not enough to ensure a significant increase in membership. A more
favorable insurance rate frequently became the most important motive
for the enrollment of new members. Without the insurance money,
numerous social and other activities could not have been realized.
Numerous fraternal organizations, therefore, attempted to improve their
insurance system and offer their members more advantages.

Yet the destiny of many organizations depended upon how much
interest those born in America and the new immigrants actually showed.
The importance of making the younger generation more active was quite
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clear to many leaders of the Croatian organization. The junior order
departments continually and systematically tried to attract young mem-
bers. The cultural, sports and other programs were adapted to the inter-
ests of the youth, and the newspapers of the organizations gradually
introduced more and more pages written in English. The newcomers
who hardly understood the real aim of the fraternalist movement were
given explanations about the need to enter the organization by means of
the lodge activities and their newspapers. Because of this, American fra-
ternalism has maintained a significant role among immigrants until
today. It is confirmed by the fact that in 1994, the largest Croatian
immigrant organization - the Croatian Fraternal Union-celebrates its one
hundredth anniversary.
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Chapter Two

THE FOUNDATION AND THE
BEGINNINGS OF THE CROATIAN
NATIONAL SOCIETY

The Croats in Pennsylvania

The large industrial city of Pittsburgh is situated in the western
part of Pennsylvania where the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers meet
to form the Ohio River. In the 18th century, the French built Fort
Duquesne there, which was later conquered by the English and renamed
Fort Pitt.

Pittsburgh is reknown worldwide as the center of American heavy
industry. America’s largest and most modern coal mines were built in its
surrounding area, as well as the biggest iron mills and steelworks. In
addition to this industry, Pittsburgh produces electrical equipment, alu-
minum, coke, petroleum, and chemicals. There are numerous plants
both of heavy and light industry. It is also a railroad center and a major
river port.

The immigrant workers from Europe, mostly of Slavic origin,
played an important role in building this nucleus of heavy industry from
which the huge American industrial network was developed. Hundreds
of thousands of Poles, Russians, Croats, Slovenes, Czechs, and Slovaks
came to Pittsburgh to help construct coal mines, steelworks and other
plants.

Here, in Western Pennsylvania, a large number of Croats found
their new homeland. Croatians can be found in almost every industrial
coal-mining settlement.

A majority of Croats living in the United States today have passed
through Pittsburgh and its industrial areas. It was here that they began
establishing their relief and cultural communities. Social and cultural
activity spread from Pittsburgh to the neighboring industrial and mining
towns. In almost every community in Pennsylvania there was same type
of Croatian settlement. In most of them like in Aliquippa, Ambridge,
Braddock, Brownsville, Clairton, Donora, Farrell, Greensburg, John-
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stown, McKeesport, McKees Rocks, Monessen, New Brighton, Rankin,
Uniontown, Conway, Cokeburg, Steelton, and many others, immigrant
communities built their clubs where meetings, conferences, assemblies,
parties and various other activities took place.

The first mention of the presence of Croats in Pittsburgh goes back
to 1866, when the Austrian honorary consul, Max Schamberg, opened
an office that was partly a travel agency and partly a bank. He called it
Croatian Bank in order to draw the attention of Croatian clients.! How-
ever, the first names of the Croats mentioned in Pittsburgh date back to
1882. They were Juraj Grguri, Juraj and Janko Les§, Blaz Secanj, and
Josip Buneta. In 1884, Josip Subasi¢ established residence in Millvale,
Pennsylvania, with about twenty other Croats.

Early in 1888, Franjo Zibrat and Trivun Lazi¢, Krunoslav Malje-
vac, Josip Stibuhar, and Josip Novakovi¢ arrived. Some of the Croatians
who settled in Pittsburgh came from other American cities. In 1893,
Zdravko Valentin Muzina came with Josip Marohnic, Franjo Sepi¢, Petar
Pavlinac, and Franjo Bozic.

Towards the end of the century, Croats moved to Pennsylvania in
larger numbers, particularly to the Pittsburgh area. Although many of
them returned home after several years, most of them stayed. They came
mostly from Jastrebarsko, Karlovac, Vrbovsko, and Ogulin. At the begin-
ning of the 20th century, about nine thousand Croats lived in the Pitts-
burgh area. In the whole of Pennsylvania there were about 38,000
Croats making it the largest Croatian community abroad.?

As the Pittsburgh area grew, new settlements were founded, first in
Rankin and then in Braddock. McKeesport became the center of the
Croatians who settled in Duquesne, Versailles, Port Vue, Christy Park,
and Clairton.

In East Pittsburgh Croats settled near the Westinghouse plant, next
to Braddock Avenue. It was called Brinton and was actually the first
Croatian settlement in East Pittsburgh. On the left bank of Turtle
Creek, near the Westinghouse plant, there was another Croatian settle-
ment in Port Perry. They had a post-office. Croatians also had their
rooming houses and shops next to Braddock Avenue. They settled on
Electric Avenue. In the upper part of East Pittsburgh, along Bessemer
Terrace, there was a large Croatian settlement. In 1914, a number of
Croatian families started moving to Wilkins Township, on the right bank
of Turtle Creek, where they began to build their houses.? In the small
town of Monessen a larger Croatian settlement grew little by little. At
the beginning of the century, it numbered about 21,000 inhabitants
among which were about 600 Croats. After Pitzsburgh Steel Co. had been
built in 1901, more and more Croats from other places moved to Mon-
essen.

Immediately prior to World War One, around 3,000 Croats lived in
Etna. They gathered in some ten societies and built a Croarian Home and
a Croarian Club. The Croats in Etna were owners of a few saloons and
hotels. Adam Jovanovi¢ founded an industrial firm named Croatian Con-
crete Brick and Block Co.* The history of the Croatian settlement at Steel-
ton is almost equal to the history of numerous miners’ settlements in
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Pennsylvania. The Croats settled in Steelton in large numbers around
1890. They had come from the Karlovac, Bjelovar and the Vivodin
areas. In 1910, there were 2,000 Croats living in Steelton. At Pennsylva-
nia Steel Company one third of the workers born outside the USA were
Croats. Before World War One, Slavic immigrants made up 70% of the
total number of foreign workers in coal-mines. Their starting pay was
$1.40 per day.

In 1893, the Croats and Slovenes founded in Steelton a joint soci-
ety for mutual help and named it Croarian-Slovene Sociery St. Nicholas.
In 1898, they founded the Croatian-Slovene Church of St. Mary. The St
Nicholas society ceased to exist in 1895. The Croats in Steelton founded
a Croatian Reading Library which received books and newspapers from
the homeland. The Croatian Home was built too and it became a center
of social activities not only for the Croats but also for the citizens of
Steelton. As early as 1903, they opened a school at St. Mary’s Church
which had an enrollment of 150 children. In 1909, St. Mary’s Church
was left to the Croats as the Slovenes separated and established their
own.>

The Croats also participated in the foundation of some mining
towns in Pennsylvania. Cokeburg is an example. It was established in
1902, and by 1907, the Croats there had already organized two societies.
The establishment and development of Cokeburg owes much to Sam
Lapcevi¢. He moved to Chicago in 1880 where he worked in a silver
mine for five years. In 1885, he came to Export, Westmoreland County,
Pennsylvania, worked in a coal mine, and later opened his own butcher
shop. At Mellon Firm he was an intermediary for the employment of
Croats in coal mines. Lapcevi¢ arrived in Cokeburg at the beginning of
the century just when the settlement was established. His first job was
selling beer wholesale. He later opened a grocery store in which he also
sold mining tools. Lapcevi¢c was involved in a lot of other merchant jobs
and became a distinguished citizen. His descendants no longer have a
store in Cokeburg.6

At the beginning of the 20th century, the Croatian settlements in
Allegheny and Pittsburgh already had 13,000 inhabitants, 7,000 in Pitts-
burgh and 6,000 in Allegheny. The Stzeel Mill on Twenty-Eighth Street
employed 1,500 of them, the South Side and Steel Co. employed 600, the
Clinton Iron Works employed 500, Carnegie on Twenty-Eighth Street -
1,000, and the Small Mill - 400. Black Diamond employed 1,000 men,
the Iron City Steel Co. - 200, the Carbon Steel Co. - 600, the McConway
and Co. Steel Works - 600, and the Carnegie Bridge Works employed 300
workers.

Apart from the Pittsburgh industries Croats also worked for Rirzer
and Conley Iron and for Steel Co, Thomas Carlin Sons, H. § Heinz and
Co, as well as for Kieffer Stiefel and Lape and Co. In 1915, some 100,000
Croats lived in Pennsylvania.?

According to population statistics, the Croatian community in
Pittsburgh was the third largest among Eastern European colonies, after
the Poles and the Slovaks. The Croatians lived mainly between Twenty-
Fifth and Thirtieth Street in the old Allegheny area, and on the eastern
part of Ohio Street, popularly known as Mala Faska.8
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Historic pictures of Cokeburg, Pennsylvania; above, early 1900's; below, mid 1920's

The Croats built two churches: St. Nicholas Church in Allegheny
was built in 1894, and a few years later, St. Nicholas Church in Bennett
was built. Both are still functioning today. Croats had their own schools
and numerous homes and clubs in the Pittsburgh district. There are
about 120 Croatian settlements in Pennsylvania today. Many Croats have
become distinguished businessmen, politicians, union movement leaders,
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teachers and professors, whereas thousands are still working in the steel
and mining industries. According to the above data, the Croats are today
a very important national community in Pennsylvania.

The life of the Croatian immigrants in Pennsylvania, as in other
American states, was extremely difficult in the past. Except for some
merchants, bankers and inn owners, the majority of settlers lived in
poverty, in a continuous struggle for mere existence. For most, the hopes
of returning home gradually faded. Their position in society improved
very slowly. In addition to other difficulties, there was homesickness and
for many of them also the longing for their families they had left back
home. Work had to be done for survival and some money had to be sent
to their closest relatives in the homeland.

The work day lasted 10-12 hours, sometimes even longer, and
work was hard and controlled by foremen and superintendents. Physical
working conditions were poor and so accidents were an everyday occur-
rence. George Prpi¢ has written the following, “Working conditions in
steel-works, mines and industrial plants were extremely poor. In steel-
works they used to work twelve hours a day (...) Working half naked in
iron-mills hundreds of them died and were disabled in work accidents.”®
Innumerable immigrants, among them also the Croats, died in American
factories and mines, and nobody after their death took care of their fam-
ilies. Many of them were disabled and unfit for work. Due to unsatis-
factory protection, the problem of disabled workers was one of the most
difficult ones in the life of an immigrant.

Their personal life was no less hard. In the vicinity of the plants and
building sites the companies built settlements for the immigrants. The hous-
es they lived in were typical, wooden shacks, places sooty from factory
smoke, one next to the other. They were popularly known as boarding hous-
es. There was neither water nor electricity or other facilities for civilized life.
There was a water pump in the yard and a bench next to it with wash
basins. The house usually had six rooms: three on the ground floor and
three upstairs. There was the owner’s room downstairs, as well as a dining
room and a kitchen. About eighteen persons slept in the rooms upstairs with
usually three iron beds in each room, two men in every bed.10

The taverns popularly called saloons were at the time the most prof-
itable money making businesses. The saloon owners became influential
among their countrymen and the saloons soon became important places
in the private life of the immigrants. Their owners were at the same time
agents for American companies looking for workers among the newcom-
ers. The agents for shipping companies were always at hand, and some
saloon owners were also active in the banking business as intermediaries
between the American government and the immigrants. Salooners could
obtain American citizenship more easily than others. They were also
active on the benefit and church boards of immigrant communities.
They were the first among the immigrants to master English as it was
necessary for all of their business activities.
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There has been much controversy about the influence of the board-
ing houses and saloons on the Croatian immigrants. Hinko Sirovatka has
described them like this, “Saloons, or as the Croats used to call them
saluni, are like our inns or taverns. The saluni can be found everywhere
our people live. There is probably no Croatian club or library, no school
or church, but there are saloons all over the place. (...) There are many
more of them than there is real need. In some places they stand one
near the other and are usually opened by the people whose only aim is
making use of their friends as much as possible. Brandy, beer and wine
are being served, there is a lot of smoking and bowling (...). A signifi-
cant share of the hard workers’ earnings is left in the saloons (...), the
majority of them foolishly waste the money that cost them a lot of phys-
ical strength, thus cheaply selling their bodies and their life.”1! At the
beginning of the century Sirovatka spent a few years among the immi-
grants in the States so his opinion must be respected. However, research
done by George Prpi¢ seems to be nearer to the truth. Prpi¢ wrote,
“The largest number of workers, even in times of depression and strikes,
used to discuss the problems in the saloons (...), they became important
places in the Croatian immigrant’s life and activity and kept their impor-
tance even after the establishment of numerous Croatian homes, halls
and clubs. As a matter of fact, every Croatian home had next to its cul-
tural and social center a saloon or a bar (...). The saloon was a place
where an immigrant could meet his fellow countrymen on Saturday
night, on Sundays or on holidays (...), a place where one could listen to
the tamburitza and to the songs from the old country (...). The Croats
did not spend their time in the saloons because they liked drinking; they
went there wishing to spend time with the people they knew.”12

It must be pointed out that saloons also had positive qualities in
the life of the immigrants. It is there that they discussed their experi-
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ences and gave advice to each other. The news of recent events in the
old country, particularly of political events, first arrived at the saloons,
which were also a place for political campaigns among the settlers.
Many saloon owners, as has been already pointed out, were the founders
and officials in the benefit and political immigrant organizations.

An important part in the immigrants’ life was played by the so-
called sifkarrasi or bankers. They sold tickets and were intermediaries in
sending the immigrants’ money to their homes. Some of them became
very rich acquiring a reputation among the settlers. They took an active
part in everyday life of the Croats as founders or officials in benefit and
political societies of the immigrants. Unfortunately, none of them man-
aged to get over the US depression years before World War One,
although some possessed hundreds of thousands of dollars. The role of
the sifkartasi was described as follows by Milan Jevti¢, “The newspapers
are the only means holding our immigration together. That is why the
Siftkartasi immediately began launching their newspapers. In each news-
paper there was a name of a sifkarzas and the advertisements to prove
that the best thing for immigrants to do is to trust him with their money
(...). They were the bankers of our people. The immigrants trusted them
with their most private objects and confided to them their savings. They
had commissioners in all the communities who provided them with cus-
tomers (...). The communities were flooded with the printed lists of the
Sifkartasi. Their work took such proportions that even great American
banks strove to enter their business. All this intensified the influence of
the sifkartasi who became a sort of immigrant king.”!3

Both the owners of the boarding houses and saloons and the siftkar-
tasi operated in the immigrant settlements and communities of the Croa-
tians. The communities developed step by step, parallel to the increase
of immigrants. In them, immigrants continued in many ways their old
way of life and retained the customs of the native country, so that in
addition to the national societies, regional ones were also formed. This is
what Prpic¢ has to say on the establishment of the immigrant communi-
ties, “When the newcomers arrived from Croatia their friends and rela-
tives usually found jobs for them, gave them food and lodging and
sometimes even employed them in their own workshops. This explains
why the groups of Croats from one and the same place, district or
region settled down in the same place in America and formed large
communities of people who knew each other, or were even relatives
coming from the same place in Croatia.”!4

The economic crises and depression brought about bad experiences
to the Croatian immigrants whose position within the working class of
America was less favorable and more difficult since they belonged to the
so-called new immigration. In conditions where there was no protection
at work, tragedies happened frequently and took hundreds of young
lives. Most of the people died in the iron works, from natural disasters,
and in traffic accidents. Many of them died of various diseases, mostly
tuberculosis. They were sometimes beaten and Kkilled in strikes. The
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The Croatian Cemetery in Pittsburgh

American companies tried to hide the facts about the workers’ deaths in
order to avoid paying indemnity.

In his study entitled Thousands of Croatian Graves, George Prpic
has disclosed an absolutely unknown page of Croatian history and at the
same time, an unknown chapter in the history of the American Croats -
their tribute in blood and life. Among the Croatians there was a well
known saying “Amerika-Cemerika”, because for many immigrants it real-
ly was full of sorrow (“Cemer”) and tragedy. The American press showed
little interest in the immigrants’ untold hardships. Writing about the
contribution of particular national groups to the development of Ameri-
ca today one usually describes their participation in the arts and sci-
ences. A large contribution is owed to the Croats. The names of Ratkay,
Konscak, and Kundek are quite known in America as are Lucas,
Mestrovi¢, Vanka and others who often appear in the press. But thou-
sands of Croats died unknown and very little is known about them
though they fought against great odds and gave everything they had
towards the building of America. Quite often, everything they had was
just their own lives.!5

It is evident that a contribution to a society need not be measured
exclusively by the efforts and achievements of a few famous and extraor-
dinary persons. It ought to be judged first of all by the role which the
entire national community played. The main contribution to the devel-
opment of American civilization was made by the ordinary immigrant. In
American folklore that contribution is symbolically expressed by a legend
about a Croatian smelter of superhuman strength who in the steel indus-
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try stood for what Paul Bunyan, a legendary American lumberjack, stood
for in forestry.

Joe Magarac was the national hero of the immigrant miners and
iron workers in Pennsylvania in the 1880’s. He was extremely strong and
was able to perform the boldest and even superhuman exploits. He used
to appear only at times of great affliction. Joe Magarac would emerge
out of the foggy Monongahela river and after the job was done he would
disappear into the river again. He won a duel fighting for the hand of
Mary Mastrovich, the most beautiful girl in Homestead, but he never
married her. The saga of Joe Magarac originated during the time when
the workers’ unions strengthened and their leaders felt that the newcom-
ers should take an active part in them and not seek protection by invent-
ing legends of national heroes. Legend has it that Joe Magarac was a
son of iron ore and once, when the miners ran short of ore, he threw
himself into the furnace and melted with the ore. That is how the best
steel was produced.

The America of the 1880’s had almost no social legislature, no pro-
tection or insurance for the workers in case of accident, illness, death or
unemployment, especially not for the foreign, most often unqualified
workers, who were employed in the most difficult and the worst paid
jobs.

The trade unions were still in their infancy, limited to some chosen
professions of qualified, mostly American workers, who were prejudiced
against mainly unqualified newcomers and especially against those of
Slavic origin. The trade unions, reduced to such narrow sectarian asso-
ciations, could not do anything serious to improve the workers’ condi-
tions, in particular the newcomers who, disorganized and disunited by
origin, language and tradition, were easy prey to the most unmerciful
capitalist exploitation.!6 In firms, mines, factories and building sites ter-
ror reigned enforced by special company policemen, cossacks, pinkertons
and various spies watching attentively over every motion of the workers.
Special civil reactionary organizations of wvigilantes and knights were
spreading hatred and contempt of the newcomers, not even refraining
from violence. Elderly Croatian immigrants still remember the insulting
names like Hunky, Slave etc. for Croatian, Serbian, Slovene and other
Slav workers in different parts of America. Under a great deal of pres-
sure, the Croatian immigrants could hardly get used to the new way of
life and were forced to live isolated in the smallest groups of acquain-
tances and fellow countrymen.

The Foundation of the Croatian Society - Towards a
General and Humanitarian Croatian Organization

While the members of other nations, those with a longer immigrant
tradition such as the Italians, Greeks, Poles, Czechs, Jews, etc. found in
the New World their own national organizations offering them at least
some help in distress, the Croats in immigration did not have such orga-
nizations. Consequently, their situation, particularly after work acci-
dents, was that much harder and hopeless. True, there existed some
Croatian benefit organizations such as the Slavonic-Illyric Mutual and
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Benevolent Society of San Francis-
co, established as early as 1857, or
the United Slavonian Benevolent
Association of New Orleans, found-
ed in 1864. These societies were
exclusively of local character and
were situated on the western and
southern coasts of the USA, too far
away from the main flows of Croa-
tian mass immigration which were
chiefly in the regions with mines
and iron works in Pennsylvania, in
neighboring Western Virginia, and
Ohio, or a little further away in
Indiana, Michigan, Illinois and other
states of the Mid-West. From the
Austrian-Hungarian diplomatic and
consular representatives in the USA,
the immigrant Croats could neither
expect nor hope for any help or
understanding of their needs.

In such difficult circumstan-
ces, exploited and discriminated,
left to themselves, without neces-
sary protection, in an intolerant
American industrial system, an idea about self-protection arose among
the Croats following the model of other immigrants, first of all of the
Czechs and Slovaks. The idea was to establish societies for mutual
help in case of death, disease, work accident, unemployment and other
distress. This idea was promoted in the columns of the two Croatian
immigrant papers. Nikola Poli¢, the editor and publisher of the journal
Chicago-Sloboda (Chicago-Freedom) and Juraj Skrivani¢, the publisher and
editor of the Napredak (Progress) of Hoboken, New Jersey during 1893,
wrote systematically in favor of establishing a general organization for the
Croats of America. But the real supporter of the idea was Zdravko V.
Muzina. Muzina was born in Hrvatsko Primorje. Because of his political
activity in the Party of the Right, he lost his scholarship in Zagreb and his
Party colleagues sent him to Chicago to help Nikola Poli¢, also a Party
member, in editing his journal Chicago-Sloboda.

Muzina did not approve of Poli¢’s opinion that it was necessary for
the Croatian immigrants to become naturalized, which Poli¢ was arguing
for on the pages of his journal. But that was not the real reason why
Muzina left Chicago sometime later. They had actually decided together
that Muzina should go to Pennsylvania, to the Allegheny area where a large
number of the Croats lived, and try to establish a society for Croatian
immigrants. Muzina arrived in Pittsburgh at the end of 1893 and immedi-
ately made the acquaintances of the immigrant leaders Petar Pavlinac and
Franjo Sepi¢ with whom he started a campaign for founding a Croatian
fraternal benefit society. He was successful in establishing the newspaper
Danica (Morning Star) that appeared on New Year’s Day, 1894.

Zdravko V. Muzina, founder of the Croatian
Association
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The "Danica" newspaper, 1894

In the foreword of the first edition of the paper one could read the
following, “The aim of the Danica will be the following ...taking care
that in every place where Croats live societies should be formed which
would later be united in a larger union. In that way we would promote
moral and material advantages of the Croatian people”.'7” Muzina and
his collaborators called a meeting on January 14, 1894, in the Czech
Catholic School with the intention of establishing a Croatian lodge in
Allegheny. According to the minutes, more than 300 people attended the
meeting and all of them agreed that the lodge was a necessity. On the
motion of Muzina they named it “Dr. Ante Starcevi¢ Croatian Workers
Relief Lodge.” The by-laws of the lodge were adopted and it was also
decided that the Croats from far away places could be the members as
long as they paid fees and attended the sessions regularly.!8 At the foun-
dation meeting of Dr. Ante Starcevic Lodge it was decided that it would
join the Croatian society as soon as it was established.

Croats had founded a lodge a year earlier by the name of “Franjo
Josip” I in the neighboring mining town of Benwood, West Virginia. The
lodge president was a renowned Croatian immigrant, Ivan Ljubi¢. Muzina
was against the use of the Austrian emperor’s name that was given to the
lodge and the members supported him and renamed the lodge Hrvatska.!?

Other lodges were founded in the meantime. In March, 1894, Sv.
Vid Lodge was established in Pittsburgh, in April in McKeesport Sv.
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Petar Pavlinac, founder of the Croatian Soci- Franjo Sepié, founder of the Croatian Society
ety and the Supreme President of the NCS,
1900 - 1904

Ciril 1 Metod Lodge, in May in Johnstown, Pa., Sv. Rok Lodge, and Sv.
Nikola Lodge in Braddock. All of them expressed their readiness of unit-
ing in a joint Croatian Society.

Some Croatian newspapers were afraid of the formation of a large
fraternal society of Croats. They censured Muzina for wanting to estab-
lish something that even larger Slav societies were unable to create. Per-
sistent and undaunted he answered his critics in the Danica explaining
that the Slovak and Czech societies were all successful and that there
was no reason why the Croats should not achieve the same.

Meanwhile, the Organizing Committee of the representatives of the
Croatian lodges was formed. Its members were Petar Pavlinac and Fran-
jo Sepic¢ of Allegheny, Josip Zegudovi¢ of McKeesport, Bozo Gojsovi¢ of
Johnstown, and Ivan Ljubi¢ of Wheeling. The Committee made all the
necessary preparations and issued a call for the holding of the founda-
tion meeting on September 2, 1894, at Majak Hall of the Czech Society
in Allegheny. The following document has been preserved about it:

34



THE FOUNDATION AND THE BEGINNINGS...

Minutes:

First Convention of the Croatian Sociery (Hrvatska Zajednica) held on
September 2, 1894, at “Majak Hall”, South Canal Street, Allegheny City.

The following lodge representatives were present:

Ante “Starcevic Lodge” Z. V. Muzina
Allegheny Citry, Pa. Petar Pavlinac
Franjo Sepi¢
Swv. Ciril i Metod Lodge Josip Subasic
Etna, Pa. Petar Barbic

FJosip Buneta

Sv. Nikola Lodge Anton Nemanic
Braddock, Pa. Nikola Bukovac
Sv. Juraj Lodge Josip Zegudovic
McKeesport, Pa. Ignjar Jarnevic

Sv. Rok Lodge

FJohnstown, Pa. Bozo Gojsovic
Hrvatska Lodge
Wheeling W Va. Ivan Ljubic

Alrogether six lodges were represented.

The session was opened at two o’clock in the afternoon and on the
motion of Franjo Sepic, brother Josip Zegudovic was unanimously elected as a
recorder.

After many of them had eagerly spoken in favor of the “union” idea it
was decided that it ought to be established for the Croats too.

First of all it was named “Hrvatska zajednica” or the “Croatian Asso-
ciation” of America.

The delegates of all the lodges represented made a statement by which
they expressed their intention to join the Association. Then the by-laws were
read and some amendments made before they were presented by Fosip Zegu-
dovic and subsequently accepted.

After the deliberation over the by-laws had been closed at six o’clock,
there was a ten-hour break and the session continued.

Farst, a site for the next convention to be held the following year was
decided upon. Brother Josip Zegudovic motioned that the second convention of
the “Croatian Association” be held at Wheeling, W, Va. The following were
elected as members of the Supreme Board:
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Ivan Ljubic, president
Josip Subasic, vice president
Petar Pavlinac, secretary
Franjo Sepic, accountant
FJosip Bunera, treasurer
Brothers elected to the Board of Trustees were:
Bozo Gojsovic
Fosip Zegudovic
Franjo Zibrat
Nikola Bukovac
Franjo Tahija
Ignjar Farnevic
The High Trial Board consisted of the following brothers:
Furo Papa
Anton Nemanic
Miko Moskun
The newspaper “Danica” was selected as the official organ of the Croat-
ian Association.
The newly elected president, brother Ivan Ljubic, thanked the delegates
with the kindest words for the honor bestowed upon him and appealed to the
Board members and all others to work persistently.

Minutes of the First Convention of the National Croatian Society. September 2, 1894
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The First Convention adopted the first by-laws whose basic items
were:

“Every existing lodge can join the Society, as well as those yet to be
established (...) The lodges manage their finances independently. Each
member when joining the Society is to produce a medical certificate and
pay a 50 cent entrance fee. The members must, in addition, pay 10
cents per month to the treasury apart from possible death charges. In
case of death, the member’s family shall receive $300 support and in
case a member’s wife dies the widower shall get $100. This is only valid
for now, until the Society has increased. Each lodge is to send one dele-
gate to the convention and only when long distances and consequently
great expenses are involved can it name one representative among the
announced delegates. The conventions will take place each year at a dif-
ferent site.”20

The Croatian Association was founded by 13 delegates who repre-
sented six lodges with a membership totaling approximately 300 mem-
bers and with assets totaling $42.52. Although it was a very modest
beginning, the Danica newspaper noted with pleasure:

“This is how the most significant matter of our American commu-
nity was solved. By this we proved and showed that we do not fall
behind other nations. It is a sacred duty of the Croatrian Society to gath-
er under its banner all the existing lodges, and to establish new ones
wherever our people live, to assemble and unite our Croatian population
and to spread knowledge among them, and when necessary, to offer its
members both moral and material help.

It is the duty of every Croat to join the lodges and help them join
the Society. This should be our Marica (focal point) around which we
are all to assemble, an axis around which our whole community must
turn. Should we behave like this there will be unity of purpose, friend-
ship, contentment and God’s blessing among us.”?2!

The news about the foundation of the Croatian Society met with
very favorable reactions in Croatia. Many famous Croats and Croatian
associations sent their congratulations to the founders. Josip Juraj Stross-
mayer (1815-1905) said in his message:

“With great joy in my heart I have heard the news that you intend
to bring together all the Croats over there - those who already have or
will have their separate societies - into one and the same ‘Society’, thus
helping and protecting each other and encouraging the good deeds in
others. In this way the Croatian name will be cherished and your unhap-
py country will be made famous. God bless you all, I give my heartiest
bishop’s blessing to your idea!”22

Dr. Ante Starcevi¢ (1823-1896), the founder and initiator of the
Croatian Party of the Right, addressed the society with the following
words, “To the famous Croatian Society! Only in unity of purpose and
work lies the salvation of the Croats!”23

Josip Frank (1844-1911), the leader of the Pure Party of the Right,
sent the following congratulations, “The ‘Society’ is perfect proof of the
vital strength of the Croatians, and in the new world let it be not only
comfort to the unhappy and oppressed but also a living flame of resur-
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rection, freedom and unity of the
Croatian homeland.”24

In its message, the Hrovatska
newspaper, published in Zagreb,
announced, “We were very happy
to hear that the Croats in far away
America work together. By this,
brothers, you who live among for-
eigners, bestow honors to yourself
and to your beloved country. Wish-
ing well to your ‘Society’ we shout
with joy, “Long live!”25

Other newspapers and many
Croatians sent their best wishes to
the Society.

The Croats from Pennsylvania
did not choose the most propitious
time for the establishment of their
Association. In 1894, and during
the next few years, the entire USA
was struck by the recession. Work-

b

ers’ wages were very low and
Ivan Ljubi¢, founder and First President of the ~Unemployment was significant. Yet
CrohtinAss Siatint: at the Second Convention held at

the Croatian Church Hall, Alleghe-

ny, in September 1895, the Society
was represented by 22 lodges. The membership was 1,143 and the total
assets were $848.58. At the time the members paid 10 cents monthly to
the treasury and in case of a member’s death there was a special tax to
pay.26 The Supreme President and Chairman, Ivan Ljubic, pointed out
with pleasure, “Dear brothers! Tomorrow it will have been a year since
we have established our beloved Croatian Society which we have to con-
sider as our mother in this country. You have, brothers, no doubt
grasped of what benefit the Society is to us. You have witnessed in cases
of those few deceased members how useful the support given by the
Society can be to their mourning families. Therefore, we warmly recom-
mend to all of you to work unanimously in the future for the welfare of
the Croatian Society and for its advancement.”27

At the Second Convention it was decided that the Pittsburgh
authorities should be asked permission for the Croatian Society to act
legally. A special board was named that was to visit Judge John M.
Kennedy, who on October 14, 1895, issued a charter for the legal activ-
ity of the Croatian Society.

Although the Society was developing successfully, there was still
some doubt among the delegates about its future which one can see by
the following conclusion, “In case of disintegration of the Croatian Soci-
ety, half of its assets belongs to the orphans of the deceased members
and the other half to Croatian churches in America.”?8 The Croatian
fraternalists did not surrender but went on working for the future of the
Society. At the Third Convention held at Travnikar’s Hall, Cleveland,
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Zupan. Josip Zegudovic, Gjura S :A/ru‘

» ‘/ s
Josip Buneta. Marko ZivEic,

Delegates to the Second Convention of the Croatian Society, 1895, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
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Ohio, on July 12, 1896, there were
33 lodges represented by 25 dele-
gates and 20 voting officers. Mem-
bership had grown to 1,885 and
total assets were $2,088.59. The
convention was accompanied by a
great deal of disagreement which
was to become very characteristic
for the history of the Croatian
Union. The convention actually
. should have been held in McK-
eesport, Pa., but as that was not
realized, Lodge No.3 of McK-
eesport confiscated the common
money amounting to $1,000 and a
lot of work had to be done to
solve the dispute.

The facts about the Third
Convention would have been very
incomplete if it were not for Ivan
Lupis Vuki¢ who stayed there as an
American correspondent to the
Narodni list newspaper of Zadar. In
his article published on September
2, 1896, he reported on the Cleve-
land convention. Lupis wrote how everything worked smoothly and how
the Croatian Society was getting on well. He described the arrival of
representatives from many parts of America who were met at the station
and brought to a famous Cleveland boarding house owned by Pavao
Keki¢. The building where the convention was held flew both the Croa-
tian and American flags and on the facade there was a large inscription
reading “Convention of the Croatian Society.” Lupis wrote that the Soci-
ety by-laws were improved and that maximum death benefit was raised
to $500 and $250 for a member’s wife. He pointed out that the society
was a true benefit for the Croatian workers in America and that it was a
pity that numerous societies had not yet joined the Society. Ivan Ljubic
was elected president and again acted as the Convention Chairman,
Josip Subasi¢ was elected vice-president, Frane Sepi¢ was chosen as the
secretary, and Josip Buneta as the treasurer. The Napredak of Hobocken
was chosen as the official organ of the Society.2?

Unfortunately, things were not as smooth as reported by Lupis in
the Narodni list newspaper. After the Third Convention, an unpleasant
problem arose within the Supreme Board of the Society in connection
with the accusations by Trivun Lazic¢ of alleged corruption and irregular-
ities in its work and about constant breaking of the Society by-laws. On
February 23, 1897, Lazi¢ printed a circular and distributed it in the
immigrant settlements trying to persuade the membership that some-
thing must be done against the poor work of the management team. At
the Fourth Convention held on June 21, 1897, Lazic¢’s accusations made
a painful impact on the delegates. A special board inquired into Lazic’s

Josip Subasié, founder of the Croatian Society
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accusations which proved to be false, thus a majority of members asked
Lazi¢ to withdraw his accusations with a threat of canceling his name
from the membership list. The Fourth Convention held at Wagner Audi-
torium in McKeesport showed again how well the Society was getting
on: it had grown to 2,679 members with total assets of $3,229.58.
Thanks to Lupis’s report published in the Narodne novine, numerous
data were saved about the Fourth Convention too. First of all, Lupis
stated that the number of lodges had grown nine times in four years and
that the membership increased ten times. All that was achieved by the
Croatian workers only, without anybody’s help or advice. “In the home-
land where there is a great deal of the patriotic intelligentsia and nation-
al consciousness, where there are many libraries, people meet and talk so
seldom, while in America we have achieved such fine progress.” Lupis
points out that the Society has, in the few past years, given to the fami-
lies of its deceased members $12,000 which is a lot of money. He
informs the readers about the election of a new management team with
Ivan Ljubi¢ as chairman, Pavao Hajdi¢ as vice-president, and Franjo
Sepi¢ as secretary. But among the management members he singles out
Josip Marohnic¢ and explains, “One of the two most ingenious Croatian
young men in America was no doubt chosen for Financial Secretary in
the person of Croatian born Josip Marohni¢ of Chicago. The office
implies so much work and requires an educated and diligent man. There
is so much work to do that the Society has kept and paid its Financial
Secretary for two years and he had to dedicate all his time to the Soci-
ety. It is beyond question that Mr. Marohnic is fitting for the job. He is
also good at writing. His articles and stories are being read with much
pleasure and his poems show a real talent. If only he could have stayed
at home and got a proper education! But he has to earn his living far
away in the world. He was by trade a typographer.”30

The success of the Fourth Convention lies in the fact that the Soci-
ety finally started to act legally. The first Society charter was issued by
the County Court of Allegheny on October 16, 1895, Judge John M.
Kennedy presiding. The management of the Society decided to apply for
another charter in which the operation and the rights of the Society
should have been more clearly defined and the field of activity widened.
Attorney Archibald Blakley suggested that the name of the Croatian
Society in the application for the charter be changed into the National
Croatian Society, since the former name sounded “somewhat local”,
while the other one would have a wider national meaning. The manage-
ment accepted the suggestion. Subsequently, on May 3, 1897, Judge FEH.
Hollier issued the charter according to which the Croatian Society
received a new name - the National Croatian Society.

Only three years after the National Croatian Society came into
operation, it became clear that it was not exclusively an organization of
personal and family insurance within the American fraternalist move-
ment. Both the management of the Society and the membership from
the very beginning saw it as a national and humanitarian organization.
This is how chairman Petar Pavlinac explained it to the delegates at the
Seventh Convention, “The National Croatian Society is not only a Croa-
tian benefit organization supporting the sick, the crippled and the

41



Chapter Two

PRAVILA
= Jvatske Zajedniee” |

E SR DRV
éPoprimE a na pruoj konvenciji _‘: !
; 2.1 3. rujna 1894, £

} Pittsburgu, Pa.

{

LALLM @t

-

First By-Laws of the Croatian Society, 1894

orphans of the deceased members; it has also another meaning, becom-
ing more and more prominent, active and firm by itself - the Croatian
national feeling. In the National Croatian Society 14,000 of our brothers
banded together, born in different parts and corners of our country; sep-
arated from the Croatian consciousness and national feeling by a barrier
like the Chinese wall. They now all embraced their native brothers, the
Croats. It means that no sooner had they entered the National Croatian
Society that they opened their eyes and adopted their real Croatian
name.

Accordingly, if the National Croatian Society is not only a human-
itarian, but the people’s institution, then its duty is to become active in
the national field too, with the motto, if possible, of the great Croatian
patriot Strossmayer, “Through education to freedom”.3!

The management tried to express the national and humanitarian
nature of the Society by suggestions and by-laws prescribed to its mem-
bers. The Second Convention agreed to Zdravko Muzina’s motion to take
a photo of the Supreme Board which should then be hung in each lodge
for the membership to know what the Board members they chose looked
like. At the same convention it was also suggested to the whole member-
ship that “they should try and become assiduous citizens of this large
republic, to respect its laws and consider it as their new homeland.”

The Society did take great care of the moral behavior of the mem-
bership. It was concluded at the Second Convention that each member
of the Society would be expelled at once if it was proved that he had
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The CFU Diploma was made up to serve both as a certificate of membership and as a lodge
charter. It was created and designed by Vlaho Bukovac, a famous Zagreb artist.

cheated another member. If a member should be divorced from his wife
he would also be expelled. An attempt at one’s own life was another rea-
son for expulsion.32 However, when a priest named Bozi¢ motioned that
each member should go to confession once a year and that it should be
included into the Societty by-laws, his motion was rejected with an
explanation that the Society was a workers’ organization prohibiting no
one from fulfilling his religious obligations.33

The members of the National Croatian Society who had spent only
a few years in the States still cherished vivid memories of their native
home and their Croatian homeland. Therefore, at the conventions the
necessity of constant connections with the native country and its people
was often talked about. At the Third Convention D. Bozi¢ gave notice to
the delegates that there would be a great exhibition held in Zagreb in
1901, and according to his opinion, the Croatian Society and its mem-
bers ought to visit Zagreb and the exhibition as a group because they
represent the largest Croatian organization. For that purpose, Bozi¢ sug-
gested the Society should elect an organizing committee. Unfortunately,
this good idea was not realized. Another suggestion by Ivan Ljubi¢ of
publishing a book about the history of the Croats in America also
remained unfulfilled.

In order to inform the native country as much as possible about
the Croatian Society and its work, it was decided at the Fourth Conven-
tion that a message be sent to the Croatian reading public through the
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Obzor newspaper of Zagreb explain-
ing how American Croats try to
spread the Croatian name in their
new country. The distinguished
Croatian bishop Josip Juraj Stross-
mayer (1815-1905), the Party of
the Right leader David Starcevic
(1840-1908), a historian and politi-
cian Tadija Smiciklas (1843-1914),
the bishop of Sarajevo Josip Stadler
(1843-1918), Vjekoslav Spincic¢
(1848-1933) a champion for the
freedom of Istria, Matko Laginja a
leader of the Croatian National
Movement in Istria, Juraj Biankini
(1847-1928) a publisher and politi-
cian, Gajo Bulat (1836-1900) the
leader of the People’s Party in Dal-
matia, were the first honorary
members of the National Croatian
Society.34
Some formal matters con-
cerning the identification of the
Bishop Josip Juraj Strossmayer Croatian Society and its member-
ship caused a lot of lively discus-
sion at the Second Convention. Some members expressed their dissatis-
faction over the emblem of the Triune Kingdom of Croatia, Slavonia
and Dalmatia that had been used by the Society until then, with the
explanation that it was a Hungarian coat of arms. One of the delegates
to the convention, Ivan Mavreti¢, who had previously written a letter to
the worthy Croatian writer Eugen Kumicic¢ in Zagreb asking which was
the true Croatian coat of arms, showed the convention Kumicic’s
answer. In his letter Kumicic told the delegates that if they breathed the
true Croatian spirit, they would adopt the checkerboard shield design
because this was the emblem of the Croatian Party of the Right. That
proof was enough for the convention to approve of KumicCié’s sugges-
tion.35
The National Croatian Society needed special diplomas for its mem-
bers. It was agreed that Zagreb painter Vlaho Bukovac should design and
create the diploma for which he was paid 1,000 florins. Ten thousand
diplomas were ordered initially, later followed by an order of 5,000 copies.

The cultural activities of the membership were discussed a great
deal at the first conventions. The Third Convention assigned $40 for the
publication of poems by Josip Marohnic¢. Full support was also given to
the activities of the Croatian reading library in Steelton, Pa. Petar
Pavlinac suggested that $20 or $25 shares be issued so that by means of
the earned money a hall for the cultural needs of the Croats in Alleghe-
ny could be built.37

The early conventions showed and completely confirmed the Croa-
tian spirit of the National Croatian Society. It stands to reason, there-
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fore, that all the attempts of changing its name were rejected without
having been given any serious thought. In 1894, it was suggested by the
Croats of Globeville that the Society should be given a Yugoslav name so
that the Slovenes could join also. The answer was that the Slovenes
already had their own organization, the Slovenska jednora. Another sug-
gestion proposed by the American-Slav Union of Lead requesting that
the Society should be renamed into the Fugoslavenska sloga so as to
enable the Serbs to join was also rejected.38

Lodge No. 8 suggested changing the Society’s name into the
Hruoatsko-slovenska zajednica as early as the First Convention because
there were many Slovenes in the Lodge. The answer was, “As our broth-
ers, the Slovenes, have their own union they might consider it a sort of
competition from our side. On the other hand, there are numerous
Croats in the Slovene Union who do not require changing its name.”3?
However, the Society was not nationally exclusive: in the lodges with a
large number of Slovenes, the by-laws used to be printed in the Slovene
language as well. Yet these national disputes could not have been avoid-
ed within the CFU even in its initial period. When Trivun Lazi¢ accused
the Society management of corruption without any proof, some conven-
tion members emphasized that Lazi¢ was trying to weaken the Society
because it was a Croatian organization. Then Simo Mamula of Lika,
warned the present members that one should not confuse religion with
nationality. He pointed out that he was Orthodox, but still a Croat from
Croatia. Trivun Lazi¢ did the same, which the members at the Fourth
Convention accepted with acclamation.40 But the Serbian question still
remained, becoming even more prominent. The Narodni list of New York
gave special attention to the matter. The journal pointed out that it was
of no advantage for the Croats in America to deal with the Serbian
question. It used to bring the Croats even in Croatia a lot of trouble, the
paper wrote, and the same might happen in America. It seemed at the
beginning that the Serbs would join the National Croatian Society with-
out any prejudice, the more so because the membership considered them
Croats of the Orthodox church. However, according to the Narodni list,
the Serbs opposing such opinions started establishing their national soci-
eties. According to the author of the article, the National Croatian Soci-
ety must decide whether or not a member of the Orthodox church is
welcome to join the Society. Those who consider themselves Serbian are
free to organize their own unions and nobody must prevent them.4! The
Serbs did so and eventually in 1902, joined first the Russian Association
and soon afterwards, in McKeesport, they founded their national organi-
zation, the Serbian Orthodox Union Srbobran.

Although the National Croatian Society lost part of its member-
ship, it got on successfully. At the Fifth Convention held in Chicago in
October 1898, 83 lodges were represented by 66 delegates. The mem-
bership totaled 5,173 and the assets had increased to $5,213.66. How-
ever, the increase in membership was quite noticeable at the Sixth Con-
vention, held in August 1900, at Wheeling, W. Va.: 132 lodges were rep-
resented by 90 delegates and 17 voting officers. The membership had
grown to 8,276 and assets totaled $20,209.03. The fast growth of the
membership prompted the delegates to take care so as to transform the
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Delegates to the Fifth Convention of the National Croatian Society, 1898, Chicago, Illinois

Society into an overall Croatian organization of America. They thought a
benevolent support of the Croatian press would be useful, and conse-
quently decided to give $100 to each Croatian newspaper. Ivan Ljubid,
as President of the Society, was entitled to act as Chairman, but he
declined the honor, and Vice-President Juraj M. Mamek of Chicago, Illi-
nois, served as Convention Chairman.
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In the book, Bodnar has analyzed the social position of the “new immigrants”
(Croats, Slovenes, Serbs, Bulgarians and Italians) and the Afro-Americans. Taking
into consideration that for the most part Slav immigrants lived in Steelton, particu-
larly the Croats, Bodnar’s research mainly refers to the questions connected with
their position. We learn from the book about the discrimination they were exposed to
not only by hard work but also in everyday life in Steelton where the Anglo-Saxons
and the Irish had an incomparably more favorable social position. That is why the
Slav immigrants founded their ethnic societies, trying to assure through them a bet-
ter social security for themselves in a foreign country. In the beginning , they refused
to take part in the Union movement because the unions were in service of the
professional workers who used to have a privileged position and the socialist ideas
could hardly enter the community of the Slav workers in Steelton. Besides, the
political events in their old country deeply influenced the lives of the Slavs and of
course the lives of the Croats. They took part in all the actions supporting the
struggle of their fellow citizens back at home. Between the two wars, the social posi-
tion of the “new immigrants” significantly improved. The immigrants and their chil-
dren became the recognized citizens of Steelton equally participating in all areas of
life and work in town.

Bodnar’s work is, as a matter of fact, a model study, dealing with the problems by
means of the Steelton example, with some specific qualities concerning the miners’
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- Kratka povijest zivota i djelovanje Narodne Hrvatske Zajednice, Zajednicki kalendar,
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The first report on the work of the Croatian Society can be found in the Danica
where Muzina wrote, “I have been asked so many times by the members and non-
members of the Association alike, by the Croats and the Slovenes how we were get-
ting on in the Croatian Association, I have always been able to tell them we were get-
ting on well, as we have existed for nine months so far, in which period two men and
a woman died. When one thinks of these hard times with only a few people dead, we
can actually be happy that there are not more; thus we have sent $700 for the three
orphans back home which is equal there to 1,750 florins. Is that any help to the fam-
ilies in distress, or was it any expense for us? Brothers, it was not, as for the three
deceased members we paid $1.34 each. That money or so much money is wasted so
often and why would we not rather give it to the families of our brothers, so much
more if we know that any moment an accident could happen to any of us as well.
There are already 700 of us, and as soon as we are more we shall have to pay less
and at the same time the families of the deceased will be given more support. That
is why each worker who wishes himself well should first of all think of his own fam-
ily, for who is going to help them after his death? By our toilsome and hard work we
are hardly able to save a few cents for our young ones, and these few cents that we
are paying our society are a trifling matter. Peril threatens everybody each moment,
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THE NATIONAL CROATIAN
SOCIETY AND FRANJO ZOTTI
- A PERIOD OF GREAT CRISIS

Throughout 1902, the Narodni list of New York continued to sys-
tematically attack the work of the Supreme Board of the Croatian
National Society. Main objections were addressed to the Board’s work.
The paper claimed that the Supreme Board unlawfully dismissed
Supreme Financial Secretary Gojsovic, although his embezzlement could
not be proved. It also criticized the fact that, against the decisions of the
Sixth Convention, an agent was engaged who was obedient only to the
Board members without taking proper efforts to increase the Society
membership. But the main attack of the paper was directed at Supreme
Financial Secretary A. C. Jankovi¢, who allegedly ridiculed religion in
the Chicago newspaper Branik (Defender). The Narodn: list also attacked
Zdravko Muzina, who was supposedly negotiating with the Masons and
organizing spiritualistic seances. The journalists defended the Croatian
priests who, according to them, were accused by the Society of wanting
to take from the immigrants their hard-earned money. The paper pub-
lished a statement by some priests which, among other things stated,
“We have no such ambitions but wish the Society to be in honest hands.
The members of the Supreme Board blame us for dallying with the con-
sulate and receiving money from the Hungarian Government.”!

In 1901 and 1902, several lodges withdrew from the National
Croatian Society, which, according to the Narodni list, was a conse-
quence of the Supreme Board’s poor work. At the same time it remind-
ed the Board members that in 1899, they wanted to shatter the Nation-
al Croatian Society even before the Sixth Convention in Wheeling, wish-
ing to found a new union if Ivan Ljubi¢ remained the president of the
National Croatian Society.?

The Narodni list reserved some of its pages for the Croatian priests
dissatisfied with the Society’s work so they could express their views and
opinions. Of course, they did not approve of the writing of the paper or
the work of Franjo Zotti, but this was the only opportunity for their
public activity. Also, their articles were useful to Zotti in his struggle
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against his rivals in the Society.
Namely, at the Seventh Conven-
tion, he already tried to gain an
important position in the National
Croatian Society, so he welcomed
an alliance with the priests.

According to the decision of
the Sixth Convention, the site for
the next gathering was to be New
York which was the center of both
the Zotti bank and the editorial
board of the Narodni hist. In New
York, Zotti hoped to use all his
advantages and gain an important
position in the Supreme Board. He
even planned to sue its members
and have them taken into custody
according to American law then in
force. They would therefore be pre-
vented from taking part in the
Convention. In their absence it
would be easy for Zotti to realize
his plan.3 However, the Board
Franjo ZO[ﬁ, the Supreme President of the mcmbers were mformed about hlS
National Croatian Society, 1908 plans and decided to change the
site for the convention. Instead of New York they decided on Allegheny,
which the Society by-laws exceptionally allowed.4 The reaction by the
paper and by Zotti and his supporters was very severe. They proclaimed
the decision illegal.5 Zotti refused to submit to the decision of the
Supreme Board and through his Narodni list extended a public invitation
for the convention to be held in New York on September 22, 1902. He
even asked support from Attorney McCready of Pittsburgh, who
informed him that the convention in Allegheny would be illegal and its
decisions of no legal consequence.¢

As already noted, Zotti was supported by distinguished Croatian
priests, M. Kaji¢, F. Glojnari¢, and I. Kranjac. They also demanded that
the convention be held in New York making the following statement,
“Here are the reasons that made us rise against corruption, primarly
because we consider the present Supreme Board incompetent and
unworthy of leading our beloved Society. As God is our witness, we do
not fight for our own benefit. We repeatedly declare that we neither want
a paid job in the Society for ourselves nor for any friend of ours. You
alone, dear people, should elect honest and trustworthy persons who will
honestly and like good Christians lead your Society respecting your will
and your laws. We also want to draw your attention to the latest and
most dangerous illegal activity of the Supreme Board, that is, their cam-
paign for our next convention to be transferred from New York to
Allegheny which means a repeated breach of the convention by-laws.”7?

Zotti did not receive any considerable support by either the Society
members or its delegates. At the New York convention, only 28 dele-
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gates arrived, while in Allegheny there were 150. Zotti, however, did not
give up easily but through the Narodn: list summoned the convention in
Harrisburg on September 27, 1902, but with no success. Finally, on the
third day of the convention, Zotti arrived in Allegheny with his delegates
and participated in its work pretending that nothing had happened. The
delegates in Allegheny asked neither him nor his delegates any ques-
tions.8

After the Seventh Convention, the Narodni list stated bitterly that
all the decisions were arranged beforehand in Petar Pavlinac’s saloon.
The newspaper pointed out, “Throughout the convention in Allegheny
we saw with our own eyes that Pavlinac’s saloon was filled with delegates
because the satellites knew how to attract and draw everybody there.
Pavlinac knew very well that his aim could be achieved only in Alleghe-
ny, never in New York. And this is how it was; he was not mistaken.”?
Zotti did not recognize the decisions of the Seventh Convention, main-
taining in the Narodni list that the decisions of the Sixth Convention in
McKeesport were still valid. He also declared himself temporary admin-
istrator of the National Croatian Society.

Although the Seventh Convention started with a misunderstanding,
its work and decisions were very successful. There were 195 lodges rep-
resented by 155 delegates and 17 voting officers. The total membership
was 14,117. The assets amounted to $40,656.88. The death benefit was
raised to $800, and for the certificate holder’s wife, $400. It was also
resolved that a monthly assessment in dues should amount to 50 cents
per member. It should be pointed out that the membership had been
rapidly increasing since the Sixth Convention when there were 8,276
members. As already mentioned, at the Seventh Convention the number
rose to 14,117 members. From the day of its foundation until Septem-
ber 15, 1902, the Union paid financial aid in the amount of
$283,420.82 which was almost twice the amount paid since its founda-
tion. Two thirds of the money was sent to Croatia where those leaving
for America were frequently told, “As soon as you arrive in America, go
to the National Croatian Society”. At the Seventh Convention the Soci-
ety’s finances were quite sound and there were no debts.

However, in his letter, Supreme President P. Pavlinac analyzed the
membership development and ascertained that in the past convention
period 215 members died, 64 of them in accidents in mines or railway
construction. The injury premium was received by 56 certificate holders.
He also mentioned a large number of deaths due to tuberculosis and
recommended thorough medical checkups before admittance to the
Society as it was losing large amounts of money in this way. The Society
lost 845 members who returned home, 42 were excluded, and 484 per-
sons were deleted from the membership list for not paying the member-
ship subscription. Pavlinac commented on the number of cancelled sub-
scriptions, accusing the members of indifference, imprudence, thought-
lessness, and other unjustified reasons which resulted in a loss of
$10,000.

As an organization of more than 14,000 members, the Society was
very concerned with the improvement of its operation, particularly its
by-laws as the basis of its work. At all conventions the by-laws were a

51



Chapter Three

matter of bitter disputes. It was frequently pointed out that, unfortu-
nately, the Society had no “proper and legal by-laws.” There were sec-
tions that were not in keeping with the Society charter, and some were
even against laws in some states. Due to this, the Society was not able to
obtain a charter in those states. The problem was that the delegates fre-
quently thought it was their right to adopt the by-laws serving their own
purpose, disregarding the fact that the Society’s charter and American
laws were often contradictory. This is why the Supreme Board repeated-
ly had to consult American lawyers.10

The conventions were attended by delegates elected in their lodges.
A problem arose, however, because according to the by-laws, lodges with
15 members had an equal right to send their delegate as those with 200
members. This did not cause much worry at the beginning, but when
the membership increased in number, the conventions started to be
attended by a large number of delegates. Supreme President Pavlinac
suggested at the Seventh Convention that 250 members be represented
by one delegate. Therefore, the convention costs were reduced, and the
state of Pennsylvania, which at a time had a disproportionately large
number of delegates (90), would have only 30 delegates. Several thou-
sand dollars would be saved.!!

The conventions were concerned with the very important question
related to the successful development of the Society - the engagement of
a so-called agent. The agents were qualified people who, when visiting
the Society members and immigrants alike, acquainted them with the
work and importance of fraternal organizations. The agents were of
paramount importance for the National Croatian Society because its
membership covered only 10% of the total number of immigrants.
Pavlinac concludes, “We should not be surprised or blame the people for
this. The political circumstances at home killed any fervor and they
came here in the darkness in which they will remain unless taken by the
hand and lead out into light. Thousands and thousands of our brothers
are hidden behind foreign names but there are also thousands of them
who know and feel they are Croats and yet have not joined the Nation-
al Croatian Society. They do not know what its purpose is and many are
ignorant of its existence. It is sad and not to our credit and it is hard to
express its harm for Croatian national thought. Our slogan should be
“all the Croats - one union” and this is what we should strive for with
all our might”12. Supreme President Pavlinac suggested to the conven-
tion of adopting a decision on engaging agents. This was accepted with
the remark that, in agreement with the lodges, they would be appointed
by the Supreme Board for each state, respecting the right of the lodges to
propose an agent for their own state elected among the Society members.

The Supreme President informed the delegates of the Seventh
Convention that all large unions organized on sound foundations pos-
sessed their supreme medical doctor who granted the ultimate assent for
a member to be admitted to the Society. This procedure was accepted
because many physicians recommended even sick persons to the lodges
so as to avoid the person’s or the family’s anger. In unions which had
their own physicians, all the required documentation was sent to the
doctors thereby avoiding any irregularities. Until then, the National
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Croatian Society did not have its supreme physician. The criteria for
acceptance were not severe so as to encourage as many persons as possi-
ble to join the Society. According to Pavlinac, this practice should have
been discontinued and a supreme physician appointed by the Conven-
tion, which was done.

Due to the favorable development of the National Croatian Society
and its successful work, there was a feeling of confidence at the Seventh
Convention. This led to some very demanding motions, such as the con-
struction of the Society’s hospital, charity home and orphanage. The
establishment and erection of a Croatian high school in America was
also deliberated. Unfortunately, the National Croatian Society and its
membership were not in the position to realize these ideas at that time.

The delegates were much more successful, however, in helping
their members in some special cases. V. O., charged with murder, was
paid death benefit amounting to $600. Financial aid was given to D. K.,
also in custody and charged with murder, to cover his lawyer’s fees. N.
M., who killed a man in self-defense, was also given financial help to
cover the ensuing costs.

Special attention was given to helping the families of the Society
members killed and injured in a mine explosion in West Virginia. Aid
was also given to the families of eight Society members who lost their
lives in a coal mine in Johnstown, Pa. Assistance amounting to $500 was
given to the miners on strike in Scranton, Pa.

The Seventh Convention considered in detail the adverse political
situation in which the Croats lived in the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.
In 1902, direct political relations were established between some opposi-
tion parties in Croatia and the National Croatian Society. Stjepan Radi¢
sent to the Society a message reading, “Work of the Croatian opposition
is real work for the people. We are, therefore, turning to you pleading
for help now that we need it most because we are defending the ground
for the future of our nation.”!3 Accepting Radi¢’s invitation, Pavlinac
maintained that the Society should help the opposition in Croatia and
give it financial support. Some delegates were suspicious, doubting the
unity of the opposition parties. So it was agreed that the Society should
send the money to Croatia only after the opposition parties had united
into an integral block. On principle it was agreed that $500 be sent to
Croatia, and the following message was sent to Stjepan Radié, “Yester-
day we blessed the banner of the National Croatian Society in Stross-
mayer’s sponsorship. Present were some twenty lodges and a hundred
and eighty delegates. Today we opened the Seventh Convention of the
National Croatian Society. On behalf of fourteen thousand Society mem-
bers, we greet our country. May God bless our beloved Croatia!”14

The political situation in Croatia was discussed at length at the
Seventh Convention as if the delegates had a presentiment of the turbu-
lent events in 1903. The parliamentary movement in Croatia and the
revolt against Ban Khuen-Hedervary were the foremost motive for an
immediate and more extensive involvement of American Croats. The
first news of the riots in Croatia reached America by the end of March.
Historical sources indicate that American Croats really shared the
tragedy of their people. The National Croatian Society immediately
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issued a manifesto stating among other things that, “On Easter this year
blood was shed in our homeland Croatia (...) The blood of the Croatian
peasant Ivan Pasari¢, who defended the rights and honor of our home-
land, cries to us living in the country of freedom and equality - to
revenge it by all means. (...) Serious times prevail in our country and
our brothers are shedding blood (...) We cannot leap over the wide sea
to be among our martyrs, to suffer and shed our blood with theirs, but
what we can do is to help them financially.”!5

In all immigrant communities meetings were held, solidarity resolu-
tions passed, and money was collected. The immigrant press was flood-
ed with reports on the events in Croatia but also with the news on
American Croats’ activities. The Croatian Homeland Committee of
America was set up - a counterpart to the National Defense Corporation
of Zagreb - managing all immigrant activities. It should be pointed out
that other South Slav immigrants also supported the American Croats,
participating in their demonstrations, thereby enhancing their effect.
Both the Serbian and Slovene immigrants gathered financial aid for the
victims in Croatia. The Slovene paper Glas svobode (The Voice of Free-
dom) in its article titled “Hail the Croats in Their Fight for Justice and
Freedom” wrote, “We, American Yugoslavs, are united in one thing: if
we cannot achieve it peacefully, then we’ll do it with swords and rifles in
our hands! Long live Croatia! Long live the unity of the Slavs!”16

The parliamentary movement in Croatia in 1903 was covered
extensively by the American press. Some journalists were not correctly
informed about the essence of the conflict. They wrote about the
Croats and Hungarians as if they were brothers in disagreement in the
articles titled “Brothers in Dispute” or “Two Quarrelsome Brothers”.
However, the subject was also dealt with objectivity as a revolt by the
students and the population against the Hungarian hegemony in Croat-
ia, in particular against the Hungarian language and Croatian economic
subordination. The Herald of New York wrote, “These disturbances are
in the first place caused by the old-time hatred between the Croats and
Hungarians. They did so much evil to the peaceful Croatian people with
a heroic past. This hatred was first provoked by a widespread dissatis-
faction due to poverty so great that some parts of Croatia were in
extreme need and hunger. Second, there was indignation caused by the
autocracy of the present Croatian Ban, Count Khuen Hedervary, who
was anything but a statesman, not caring for his people’s prosperity and
welfare. For their poverty and misfortune the Croats have to blame the
economic policy of the Hungarian government, which in spite of all
protests, was forced on the Croats and, wishing to manage their finances,
imposed taxes which brought poverty on the people (...). This is why the
Croats felt infinite hatred for the Hungarian language and rule.”!?

The events of 1903 had a twofold effect on the life of American
Croats. First, although far from Croatia, they were convinced now
that they were an integral part of their people, directly tied to its fate.
The most widespread Croatian immigrant newspaper of the time, the
Narodni list of New York , maintained that, “All the nationalities in this
country, be they Americanized to whatever respect you will, never cease
to have close ties with their homelands (...), never stop being proud of
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their home, their native soil.” Anoth-
er thing the American Croats
learned in 1903 was that they
needed a stable and strong political
organization. It was then that the
idea of establishing the Croatian
League was born and a respective
comprehensive action taken. On
August 26, the inaugural meeting
of the League was held in New
York bringing together about a
hundred delegates, among them
some distinguished Croatian immi-
grants like N. Grskovi¢, E. Kajic,
P. Pavlinac, H. Sirovatka, Z. Mu-
zina, M. Paveli¢ and others. Never-
theless, the League was not estab-
lished that year. The main reason
for the failure was a struggle for
supremacy between the group of
Croatian immigrants around the
Narodni list newspaper and those
gathered around the National
Croatian Society. Franjo Zotti, the Stjepan Radi¢
owner of the Narodn: Uist, who

gained substantial wealth in Ameri-

ca, was of the opinion that he and his paper should have the strongest
influence on the Croatian League. Other immigrants gathered around
the National Croatian Society thought that it was the Society and not
an individual that should have a decisive influence on the immigrants
and the League. Already in 1904, American Croats organized a “parlia-
mentary movement” for the financial independence of Croatia which
was meant to support the political struggle in Croatia for advantageous
renewal of the Croato-Hungarian Compromise. It is a well known fact
that at that time the majority of Croatian immigrants wanted to collect
as much money as possible so as to save or recover the economy in their
native country. According to the newspaper Hrvatska zastava (Croatian
Flag) of Chicago, some ten million crowns were being sent annually to
Croatia by the Croatian immigrants in the USA.

A question arose among the immigrants as to what purpose the
money was used and where it was going. This was the reason why
American Croats considered it their true and moral right to require a
revision of the Croato-Hungarian Compromise, especially as they
accounted for almost a half of Croatian labor in those days and also
retained their Croatian citizenship.

The “parliamentary movement” for the financial independence of
Croatia was initiated by the Croatian Journalists’ Association of Chicago
which required that Croats in the USA inform the Croatian Parliament
in Zagreb that they supported all public meetings in Croatia expressing
the determination of Croatia for its absolute financial independence.
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Following the initiative of the Croatian Journalists’ Association,
meetings were organized in Croatian communities so that the whole
action really turned into a parliamentary movement for the economic
independence of Croatia. The main meeting was held in Chicago on
August 7. According to all the participants’ opinion, the thirty-six year
long financial subordination of Croatia to Hungary was the greatest
wrong inflicted on the Croatian people. The best evidence were the hun-
dreds of thousands of Croats who had in the last thirty years tried to
save their families and their property at home by migrating to other
countries.

The “parliamentary movement” met, however, with opposition
from some immigrants. A number of them thought that American
Croats should engage in political actions only if the interests of the
whole Croatian nation were concerned and not only of the Croats from
the Banate. According to this group of immigrants, a revision of the
Compromise should not even be discussed because it would mean the
recognition of the 1868 Compromise.

Nevertheless, the movement had a strong impact on the overall
effort of Croatian immigrants to help their native country. It should be
emphasized that the movement was joined by the National Croatian
Society which offered its moral and financial support. At the 1904 Con-
vention, the organizers of the “parliamentary movement” were granted
financial support. After delegate N. Grskovi¢ had reported on the situa-
tion in Croatia, the following petition was submitted to the Croatian
Parliament, “The delegates to the Eighth Convention of the National
Croatian Society as interpreters of the feelings of the Croats now resid-
ing in America, and as representatives of the beliefs of the members of
the National Croatian Society who are Croatian citizens, today express
their sympathy to those Croatian patriots who are committed to the
financial independence of Croatia. The delegates being Croatian citizens
also associate themselves with the efforts and aspirations of the Croatian
people for its financial independence.”18

The “parliamentary movement” met with a powerful response and
approval in Croatia. The Croatian press paid great attention to it. In the
Zagreb newspaper Obzor one could read the following, “This action of
American Croats reflects a strong awareness of national unity. We see
that our national struggle meets not only with the understanding and
sympathy of the American Croats but also receives their organized sup-
port and assistance. The national movement last year met with a strong
response among the Croats on the other side of the ocean. It also initi-
ated fruitful efforts to organize the national potential of the American
Croats in assisting their old country (...) The present commitment to the
financial independence of Croatia shows that every national action may
count on their immediate and effective aid (...) Economic subordination
was the cause of our present economic stagnation and its negative effects
are expressed in massive emigration. Croatian immigrants are well aware
that the only way out of their personal and common national trouble is
the economic independence of Croatia.”19

The Croatian Journalists’ Association, after six public meetings,
submitted a petition to the Croatian Parliament, while three of their con-
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ventions did the same on each occasion. On behalf of two hundred
thousand Croats in the USA, the petition states that, “All the under-
signed, being citizens of the Kingdom of Croatia, and having direct eco-
nomic interests, appeal to this High Assembly not to accept the draft of
the new Compromise as proposed by a majority of the Croatian and
Hungarian Royal Committee. We ask that any further negotiations with
Hungary be discontinued and our economic relationship with Hungary
reduced only to the fulfillment of Croatian obligations to the collective
affairs of the whole Monarchy for as long as the present public-law rela-
tionship between Croatia and Hungary exists. Should this High Assem-
bly have no power or willingness to do so, the under-signed ask of it -
for the sake of national welfare and our future - to resign their mandate,
and demand of the Government to convene a new rightfully elected
assembly.”20

At the Eighth Convention, Petar Pavlinac informed the delegates
extensively about the involvement of the American Croats and the
National Croatian Society and the aid given to the homeland during the
parliament movement. Pavlinac stated the following regarding the
proclamation, “This proclamation was like a finger laid on a key which,
having struck the chord of patriotic feelings of the Society membership,
found an echo wherever there were any Society members. All the
lodges responded making contributions either from their treasuries or
collecting funds at their meetings or outside them.” 2!

The National Croatian Society first decided to send the amount of
$900 for the injured in Croatia, and the lodges gathered $15,000. The
public, however, was not informed about these amounts so as not to dis-
close that the Society was directly involved in the revolutionary move-
ment in the homeland. But the members and the lodges alike required
that the Society should make the amounts known. Besides, the lodges
demanded that the membership should decide by referendum on the
amount the Society would assign from its treasury. Finally, the sum of
$5,900 was agreed upon. In 1903, the Society had 15,000 members and
the assets amounted to $42,000. It offered one seventh of its assets to
the homeland, which clearly proved how deeply the National Croatian
Society sympathized with its people in their oppressed country.

Disagreement in the Croatian Parish
of St. Nicholas in Allegheny

An important component in the history of Croatian immigration is
the role of priests and parishes. The church has always carefully
observed the emigration of the Croats and tried to organize their church
life. In every large immigrant community, churches were erected and
parishes established with priests coming from the old country. The
church played an important part in the immigrants’ cultural, education-
al, organizational, and national life. Churches were frequently the only
places of immigrant gatherings and it was there that the schools for
learning Croatian were founded. Churches were also centers of political
and cultural events.
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St. Nicholas Croatian Catholic Church, North Side, Pittsburgh, PA., the oldest Croatian church
in the US

It was not easy to organize the religious life of Croats in America.
The Catholic Church could not offer much help because its priests did
not know the Croatian language. This is why it was of primary impor-
tance that priests from Croatia should come to the States. The American
Catholic Church gave the initiative for this and the Croatian immigrants
were eager to have their own priests. Of course, the Church in Croatia
was ready, within its limits, to meet these requirements. In view of the
number of Croats in America, a corresponding number of priests was
needed, so the Archbishop of Zagreb sent a circular letter on July 26,
1902, to the priests in Croatia looking for those ready to go to the Croa-
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tian parishes. Among other things, the circular letter said, “This is why I
am receiving petitions from some groups of Croats and the bishops
there to send the priests to the American Croats. Our priests would
teach them the divine law, revive their faith and impart solace in their
mother tongue.”?2 The Archbishop concluded his letter with the state-
ment that, although even in Croatia a shortage of priests was felt, it
should not prevent some of them from going to the Croats in America.
An insufficient number of priests in Croatia, however, was the real rea-
son why very few of them went to America, thus causing a real problem
for the immigrants. Even Pope Pius X himself and his secretary Mary
del Val were concerned with the issue. According to Zagreb Archbishop
Posilovi¢ on the occasion of his visit to the Vatican, they “laid the spiri-
tual needs of American Croats to my heart.” Subsequently, Posilovi¢ was
urged to send the priests to America as soon as possible.23

In spite of all these difficulties, the organization of religious life of
American Croats seemed to have been successfully resolved. By World
War One, there were 33 active Croatian parishes in the USA.24

Who were these parish priests? All of the priests coming to the
USA had formal permissions from their bishops in Croatia and consents
from the authorized American bishops. A certain number of the priests
went to the USA to satisfy the religious needs of their parishioners.
However, the largest number of those active in the States until World
War One and between the two wars had come to America for other rea-
sons. First, they came because of political persecutions in Croatia. So,
the first Croatian priest in America, Franciscan Dobroslav Bozi¢, the
parish priest in Allegheny, Pa., had, before his departure for the States,
severe conflicts with his Franciscan superiors in Bosnia and Herzegovina
because of their deference to the Austro-Hungarian rule and their insuf-
ficient pleading for a more thorough agrarian reform. Another priest,
Davorin Krmpoti¢, a confirmed adherent of the Croatian opposition
Party of the Right, was not able, due to his political radicalism, to get a
parish at home. Therefore, left without subsistence, he departed for
America where he became the parish priest of the Croatian church of St.
John in Kansas City, Kansas. The priests Nikola Grskovi¢, Josip Sti-
panovi¢, R. Sori¢y, and M. Kaic¢ were all followers of the Movement for
the Union of South Slavs in Austria-Hungary, so as political malcontents
they went to America. Once there, they were included in the political life
of American Croats, soon becoming their leaders. They never returned
to their homeland, living in America until their respective deaths. A large
number of priests, however, returned to their previous parishes at home
after having spent several years in America.

It was to Dobroslav Bozi¢’s merit that the Croats in the USA
established their first parish and built the first Croatian church, that of
St. Nicholas in Allegheny, Pa. Satisfied with his achievement, he report-
ed about it to the general public in Croatia through the Croatian press.
In the Obzor daily newspaper, he described the consecration ceremony of
the church of St. Nicholas in the following way, “On the eve of the con-
secration it became bitterly cold. Nobody could expect that in spite of
the cold the Saracevic society would appear in the church hall early at
dawn. From there, clad in their national costumes and under the Croat-
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ian flag and the flag of free Ameri-
ca, accompanied by the Czech
band, they went to the Baltimore
and Ohio railway station where
they were met by the Croatian
societies from Braddock and McK-
eesport. (...) Near the Czech
church of St. Venceslav they were
joined by the Czech, Slovak and
Slovene societies (...) and went to
meet the bishop of Pittsburgh,
Richard Phelan. Then they went
together to the Croatian church.
With the music, drums, and ban-
ners, the magnificent parade
including a mass of people of dif-
ferent nationalities filled everyone
with enthusiasm.”?25
The church was consecrated
by Bishop Phelan and the mass was
celebrated by Capuchin Rev. Her-
man, the parish priest of the Ger-
man church of St. Augustine. Bozic¢
Reverf:nd Dobrosav.Boiic', the. first pastor of highlighted that priests of different
St. Nicholas Croatian Catholic Church nationalities participated in the con-
secration ceremony and he was particularly proud that the Epistle and the
Gospel were read in Croatian. Also, he delivered a sermon in Croatian for
the first time. Regarding the Bishop’s speech delivered to the congregation,
Bozic¢ wrote, “After the mass the Bishop himself made a speech in English
pointing out his special satisfaction that in his diocese the first Croatian
church in America should be erected and that God should be praised by
all nations in their own mother tongues.”26
. For the establishment of the Croatian parish of St. Nicholas and its
successful development thanks should be expressed to the prominent
immigrants gathered around the National Croatian Society. They orga-
nized a church council whose task it was to collect funds and be in
charge of the construction of the church and the vicarage. The church
council together with the parish priest established the necessary contacts
with the Pittsburgh Bishop. In short, harmony was established between
the Society’s Board members and Dobroslav Bozi¢, St. Nicholas’s parish
priest. An important part was played by Zdravko Muzina who knew
English well and, being a lawyer, was very useful to the parish. Having
gained great respect and confidence, he started to behave in a strong
and sometimes inconsistent manner. In March, 1895, he asked Ante
Starcevic Lodge No. 1 to give a loan to the church amounting to $400.
The Lodge management withheld its consent, showing to MuzZina the
Society by-laws, according to which it was impossible even formally to
lend money to the church. But Muzina, trusted by quite a few people,
took no heed of what he was told, which created a very tense atmos-
phere in the Lodge for several weeks. Eventually, the problem was solved
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with a compromise: the Lodge made a donation of $150 to the church
of St. Nicholas.27

In 1898, there was a conflict between two Croatian parishes: the
one in Allegheny, and the other in Benett. The members of the Supreme
Board of the Croatian National Society had not been very active in the
development of the parish in Benett, paying much more attention to the
parish of St. Nicholas in Allegheny. The parish members in Benett
expressed their indignation and threatened to separate from the Society.
They did not accept the explanation that two parishes were not neces-
sary and that one would be less expensive.28 Soon afterwards, Zdravko
Muzina came into conflict with the parish priest D. Bozi¢, so the latter
left the parish and went to Steelton, Pa. where he founded a parish for
the Croats.

In spite of all misunderstandings, the relations between the parish
priest and the church committee which also included the Society Board
members, were still good. By the end of 1900, a new parish priest,
Bosiljko Bekavac, came to the Croatian parish of St. Nicholas. On that
occasion, on behalf of the National Croatian Society, Josip Marohnié
organized the construction of the new vicarage and collected money for
new furniture and the church organ. Father Bekavac participated in all
of the celebrations within the National Croatian Society, such as the
blessing of the new NCS banner and the one thousandth anniversary of
the coronation of the first Croatian king, Tomislav. These celebrations
were of great importance for the reputation of the Croatian ethnic com-
munity because participating in them were not only the Croatian cultural
and folklore clubs but also those of other Slav nations; the Croatian
national. community was, therefore, gaining recognition among Americans.

Unfortunately, the period of collaboration was short-lived, and the
time of serious conflicts began. The church council headed by Muzina
wanted to have the parish priest and the entire work of the parish under
his control, which was resisted by both Father Bekavac and his support-
ers. Mutual accusations followed. Among other things, Bekavac blamed
Muzina for the embezzlement of the money intended for the cemetery.
In return, Muzina did not allow the inspection of the parish’s accounts
by the church council.

Bishop R. Phelan was also notified about the misunderstandings in
the St. Nicholas parish. Consequently, he appointed a special commis-
sion to ascertain the situation in the parish. After its report he gave sup-
port to Father Bekavac and issued the following announcement, “The
parish of St. Nicholas in Allegheny, Pa. is administered by several so-
called church councilmen who, contrary to the conclusions of the Third
Plenary Convention of Baltimore and the rules of this diocese, have
never been confirmed by us, the Bishop of the diocese of Pittsburgh.
These persons tried to disregard the rules of this diocese and play mas-
ter over the parish and its priest according to their own rules. These
same persons have been harassing the parish priest making his position
so difficult that he felt unable to continue his work. We, their Bishop,
demanded that they should give over all the church registers, money,
and other church belongings, which they not only refused but threatened
to persist in disobedience and disrespect. We, therefore, declare that as
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of today, July 3, 1904, this church should remain closed until the above
mentioned scandalous behavior is stopped and until the parish of St.
Nicholas is ruled according to the principles of our Christian faith and
in obedience to the Church superiors as is customary in other Catholic
churches of this diocese.”29

The members of the Supreme Board of the National Croatian
Society did not reconcile themselves to the Bishop’s decision. They
protested, and in the streets of Allegheny, violent demonstrations broke
out accompanied by fights between the priest’s followers and his oppo-
nents. The Pittsburgh police could hardly calm the demonstrators. The
Catholic priests disapproved of such developments within the National
Croatian Society, so the parish priest of Benett, Pa., Franjo Glojnaric,
complained to Bishop Strossmayer of Djakovo saying, “We organized the
Croatian National Society with its lodges all over America. This is an
insurance society based on Catholic rules the same as the societies of
other Catholic nations in this country. Unfortunately, some semi-educat-
ed outsiders imbued our Croatian Catholic workers with Masonic ideas.
This is the root of all evil. The Croatian press in America is in their ser-
vice. This is how these ignorant people are being demoralized and finan-
cially exploited. I am, therefore, asking Your Eminence for the following
moral support: - should Your Eminence ever receive a request to send a
priest wherever he may be needed, will you please stipulate that the
Society should not only delete from its by-laws every point directed
against our sacred faith, but that also, following an example of other
Catholic nations in this country, Catholic rules should be accepted by
the Society. (...) May I ask your Eminence (...) to pursue this issue
because I cannot expect any help from the Church here.” 30

In view of the conflicts in St. Nicholas parish, the Narodni list of
New York wanted to remain impartial. It blamed the members of the
Supreme Board for having supported Zdravko Muzina even after the
bankruptcy of his bank and the suspension of the newspaper Danica
when Muzina lost respect among Croats. According to the Narodni list,
the Supreme Board members should not have had a conflict with Doc-
tor Kovacevi¢ or the Croatian priests just because of their criticism of
the Society’s work or because Father Kai¢ launched the Hrvatska news-
paper in Allegheny. 3!

The conflict between the Supreme Board members of the National
Croatian Society and Doctor Kovacevi¢, and some Croatian priests
reached its culmination at the time of preparations for the Seventh Con-
vention and during its sessions. Three Croatian parishes, Kansas City,
Chicago, and Steelton, asked for financial aid for the construction and
maintenance of their churches. Some delegates even prevented the dis-
cussion of the topic because the requests, according to the by-laws, had
not been handed in written form. The discussion proved, however, that
the majority of delegates disapproved of the financial aid to the church-
es, arguing that in America there was already a sufficient number of
Croatian churches, and that the Society simply could not finance them
all. After that, Doctor Kovacevi¢ expressly accused some Board mem-
bers of calling him and some priests and educated persons “highbrow
traitors” and “pro-Hungarians”. This was followed by sharp disputes
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St. Anthony Croatian Catholic Church, Los Angeles, California

and Kovacevi¢ was blamed for wrongfully accusing the Supreme Board
of corrupt practices and preparations for the foundation of a new
union.3?

On March 20, 1902, the Croatian Catholic Labor Union was
founded in Benett by Ivan Ljubié, the former president of the National
Croatian Society, Doctor Kovacevié, and the priests Glojnari¢ and
Bekavac. It was formally initiated by Vitez Filipovic Lodge of the NCS
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which, being in conflict with the management team, seceded from the
NCS and became the first lodge of the new union. As it was joined by
some other lodges from the Benett district, it soon had a thousand
members, mainly from the National Croatian Society. The founders
issued the following announcement, “The basic tenets of the Croatian
Catholic Labor Union are the following: a member of the Union may be
any Slav, except Serbs, not above 55 years of age, which means that
those persons of the Orthodox faith who are members of the Union, are
not Serbs, but Croats. The aim of the Union is to raise good Croats and
good American citizens in their sacred faith. Each individual state has its
main committee which once a year summons its convention which is
attended by every member. There is a special supreme council for all the
states, which summons a convention every third year with two delegates
in attendance from each state.”33

The foundation of the new union was not met with approval
among the Croatian immigration population. The Narodn: list pointed
out that the conflict could not be resolved by creating new unions but by
dismissing the “bad” management of the existing one, which is essential-
ly Croatian, with the membership loyal to its faith. “Proletarian intelli-
gentsia” should be expelled from the Administration and, “let them flirt
with anarchism and nihilism or even spiritualism in their own union
founded with their own money and their own hard-won earnings.”34

The Croatian Catholic Labor Union was neither successful nor
long-lasting. In fact, without any substantial support, a small number of
priests was not able to carry out the demanding and serious program of
American fraternalism. Eventually, after the Benwood Lodge Sv. Antun od
Paga had withdrawn from it and joined the National Croatian Society in
1905, the Croatian Catholic Labor Union came to an end.

The conflicts in St. Nicholas parish as well as those in some other
Croatian parishes and the frequent transfer of priests from one parish to
another were not just incidental episodes of misunderstandings between
the priests and their parishioners. Rather, they were part of a very seri-
ous and complex problem facing the Croatian ethnic Church in Ameri-
ca. It led to sharp conflicts between the church councils supported by
some parishioners and the parish priests with their supporters. We shall,
therefore, try to explain these conflicts.

In Cleveland, Rev. Sutli¢ convened, on August 23, 1903, a meeting
of the Croatian priests active in different Croatian parishes in the USA.
The reason was a serious conflict between the church council and Father
Bekavac of St. Nicholas Church in Pittsburgh. The conflict was so seri-
ous that the Pittsburgh Bishop ordered the closing of the church on sev-
eral occasions while in the streets of Allegheny the police were using
force to calm the quarreling supporters of the church council and those
of the parish priest.

At the meeting in Cleveland eight priests agreed that a resolution
should be sent to the Bishop in Pittsburgh cautioning him that unless he
soothed the situation in St. Nicholas Church, “disturbances may occur
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in other Croatian parishes in
America rendering the smooth per-
formance of official priestly duties
impossible; would he, therefore,
use all his influence and authority
to protect the innocent priest and
eliminate the rebellious leaders?”
The resolution was signed by the
eight priests attending the meeting
and later by another three who
were not in Cleveland. It was also
supported by some Croatian jour-
nalists in America.36

More light was shed on the
Cleveland meeting by the Hrvatska
sloboda (Croatian Freedom) news-
paper published by Rev. Niko
Grskovié, then a parish priest in
the Croatian parish in Chicago.
According to him, the priests in
Cleveland should have been
engaged in the discussion about
religious and national issues of the
Croats in America. He maintained
that the meeting should have been useful not only to individuals but to
the entire Croatian population, and the resolution sent from the meeting
should have been a message of the Croatian priests emphasizing peace,
unity and progress of Croats in America.

Of course, the attitudes of Grskovi¢ were opposed by Hinko
Sirovatka, a Christian - Socialist and the editor of the newspaper Hrovats-
ka zastava of Chicago. He agreed that the Croatian priests should have
been discussing the problems of their status but he denied them the
right of solving problems and bringing decisions that would be imposed
as an overall program on all American Croats without the participation
of the representative of other ranks.37 Perhaps it was this conflict of prin-
ciples underlying the guidance of the Croatian ethnic community in
America that was the main cause of misunderstandings. But there were
also many other reasons for conflicts between the parish priests and the
church councils in the Croatian ethnic parishes in the USA. The church
councils were both the initiators and directors of all important activities
in the establishment and construction of Croatian parishes. Even before
the priests’ arrival to the parish, the council would, with the Bishop’s
agreement, attend to all important organizational and financial matters.
It was the council that extended an invitation for the priest’s arrival and
afterwards it was responsible for his subsistence and his introduction to
and engagement in the work of the council and the construction of the
church. In fact, the role of the council was indispensable and the Bishop
was expected to give only moral support. The council members were

Don Niko Grskovic
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usually “ethnic leaders”, the distinguished people in the Croatian com-
munities, already financially successful, with their boarding houses or
saloons, and also trustees of the Croatian ethnic banks as well as corre-
spondents of the Croatian newspapers in America. They were also the
founders of the Croatian fraternal organizations, sports and cultural soci-
eties. They were guiding the ethnic communities and were responsible
for their successful development. They were usually family men whose
decision to stay in America for good was firm.

Decisions of the council members that the communities should
have their own Croatian parishes were usually the result of their religious
conviction and of the needs of the ethnic community. Another important
motive for the creation of Croatian parishes was the consolidation of
Croatian ethnic communities. In this respect, among other things, the
Croatian parishes led by the Croatian priests played an important part.
All this was intended to serve the best interests of the ethnic communi-
ty and its ethnic leaders.

The Croatian priest who in his parish in Croatia was used to being
the “good shepherd” of his parishioners and together with the village
physician and teacher was seen as an eminent person of the village,
found it hard to reconcile to such a position and role among his Ameri-
can parishioners. Excerpts from a letter written by Mile Golubi¢, the
parish priest of the Croatian Uniate parish in Cleveland, to his Bishop
are the best proof of how hard it was on them. He wrote, “I was paid by
the parish $50 a month for eight months. Now my salary is $60 a
month. All this money ($4,000), with a small exception, had to be col-
lected by myself, and I had to take many steps and suffer many affronts
before this amount was finally collected. An apartment for the priest has
yet to be bought or built - it has to be rented by the priest himself.(...)
Every priest who comes here will find it hard to live here for a long
time. People here would like to keep a firm hand on the priest, to have
him dance to their music, as the saying goes. As a matter of fact, I have
no control of the church property. People elect the president, treasurer,
and the secretary, and the priest must collect the alms and hand them in
to the treasurer. I think the priest’s position is clear to everybody (...)
Whoever imagines America in bright colors will be disappointed like
myself. From what I have said so far, Your Eminence will understand
the position I was in upon my arrival in America and still am. It is dif-
ficult and it will not be easier for my successor for a long time. My leave
will soon end; I am, therefore, asking you, on behalf of my parishioners,
to find a priest to replace me in Cleveland. A married man should by no
means be sent there; because of the very low salary he would not be
able to live up to his position of a priest. Also, American bishops do not
have a very high opinion of our married priests.”38

Another reason for a conflict between parish priests and their
church councils was of a political origin. Younger immigrants who
accepted American liberal ideas could not find a common language with
the priests coming from the conservative Austro-Hungarian environ-
ment.39
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Nevertheless, the conflicts between the parish priests and their sup-
porters on the one side and the church councils on the other ended with
an agreement and may be considered only an episode in their relations.
The National Croatian Society was spreading its activity within the
American fraternalist system interfering less and less with the work of
the priests and their parishes. On the other hand, the Croatian priests
continued to be active in the National Croatian Society but without the
ambition to be part of the leadership or to impose their will on the
National Croatian Society, which at the time had the largest membership
among the Croatian organizations in America, bringing together mem-
bers of different ideas and beliefs.

The Supreme Board members of the National Croatian Society
were deeply concerned about the conflicts in the Croatian ethnic com-
munity in America. The National Croatian Society was continuously
attacked by the Narodni list, which propagated Zotti’s interests and aspi-
rations. In addition to this, there was a deep misunderstanding between
the Society and some Croatian priests. At the Eighth Convention held in
St. Louis, Mo., on September 26, 1904, Supreme President Petar
Pavlinac complained that some immigration papers, the New York Naro-
dni list in particular, did their best to make the Supreme Board odious
and unpopular among the Society membership comparing it to Khuen-
Hedervary’s government in Croatia. The National Croatian Society itself
was described as the Supreme Board’s source of funds. Pavlinac men-
tioned that the Society was exposed to numerous intrigues and libel
which interfered with its work and hindered its progress. Pavlinac
warned the delegates that a way should be found for the National Croa-
tian Society to defend itself and tell the truth: the members of the
Supreme Board were not exploiting the Society, but were deeply com-
mitted to its interests.40

Although the relations within the Society were tense between the
Seventh and Eighth Conventions, at the Eighth Convention in St. Louis,
Mo., in September 1904, it was ascertained that the interest of Croatian
immigrants to become members of the Society was still growing. At the
time the Society consisted of 247 lodges and 14,978 members and the
assets totaled $48,561.39. Within two years the Society was joined by 74
lodges which naturally caused some new organizational problems. Keep-
ing records and attending to the tens of thousands of members required
a well organized administration. The Board members were also supposed
to be more committed to the work of the Society. Therefore, the neces-
sary professional structure of the Society’s administration was discussed
at the Eighth Convention because, according to the Supreme President,
“nobody is obliged to run the risk of poverty for himself and his family
by working honestly and devotedly for so many thousands of members.”
It was self-evident that heavy financial losses could be avoided if the pro-
fessional structure of the Supreme Board were changed because, “stingi-
ness concerning the matter of permanently employed officers has been
the severest mistake of all conventions to date, the consequences being
already felt and in some ten years’ time it may rebound upon the Soci-
ety itself. Although late, there stilll may be time to employ a sufficient
number of skilled officers and provide them with the funds necessary for
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The first Home Office building to be owned outright by the National Croatian Society. The orig-
inal address was 1012 Perry Street in Allegheny City, Pennsylvania, and the street was later renamed
Peralta Street.

a speedy, comprehensive, and continuous work on the regulation of the

NCS.”41
The suggested changes in the Society’s management were not easy
to implement because, due to frequent and sharp criticism addressed to
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the Supreme Board, it was feared that such changes would make a wel-
come case for those accusing the Board members of using the Society
funds. It was concluded at the convention that until further orders, the
Supreme President should be present in the Home Office for at least
three days each month during the Supreme Board’s session to receive
any member of the Society if he wished to consult him, for which he
should be given appropriate financial compensation.

About the Official Organ

Since its establishment, the Society had had its newspaper which,
as an official organ of the organization, fully expressed its attitudes and
aims, trying to inform the Society membership and other readers about
the situation within the Society as well as about all the issues important
for the organization. Of course, in the early days of the Society’s exis-
tence, its management unanimously agreed that the official organ should
be the Danica newspaper whose editor was Zdravko Muzina. The Dani-
ca was printed in the well known printing-office belonging to a Slovak
national worker and businessman, R. V. Rovinianek of Pittsburgh. In his
printing-office almost all of the papers of Slav immigrants in Pennsylva-
nia were printed, as well as those covering more general topics and
other publications by Slav authors. Of course, it was profitable for
Rovinianek because all those papers including Danica advertised his
business and the sale of tickets for Europe.

Unfortunately, after its initial success, Muzina and his newspaper
became more and more ordinary, which had negative effects on the work
of the National Croatian Society. This is why at the Second Convention
the issue of Danica and all its disadvantages was raised. Delegate
Dobroslav Bozi¢ even suggested that the Chicago newspaper, edited by
Nikola Poli¢, become the new official organ of the Society.4?2 Poli¢ was
willing to publish the address-book of the Croatian Society and some
other necessary materials free of charge. But, at the Second Convention,
Muzina still enjoyed considerable support of the membership so the del-
egates refused Bozi¢’s proposal, suggesting that the Danica should remain
the Society’s official organ at a fee of $180.42 Unfortunately, the problem of
the official organ was still unsolved. The Danica publication continued to
be discussed at the semi-annual meeting of the Croatian Society in January,
1896. The delegates objected to the paper’s irregular issues and criticized
Muzina for not publishing all the necessary information on the work of the
Society. It was again suggested that the Chicago newspaper should be the
Society’s official organ. Nevertheless, the majority was in favor of Danica
and recommended that it should be given another chance.44

Meanwhile, due to Muzina’s sickness and the lack of business,
Danica issues stopped altogether. So the Society’s Secretary summoned a
meeting of the Board members in Allegheny and Pittsburgh for the
appropriate decisions to be taken. It was agreed that the new official
organ should be the Chicago of Chicago. The delegates to the Third
Convention made objections to that decision pointing out that the Chica-
go had not always supported the Society’s interests and that it published
an allegation on a supposed embezzlement of $800. A suggestion that
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the newspaper Velika Hrvatska (Great Croatia) of Allegheny should be
the new official organ was not accepted by the convention perhaps
because it was not considered to be serious enough. The paper the del-
egates supported most was the Napredak of Hobocken, although some
delegates expressed their doubts because of its past “Slav orientation”.
Juraj Skrivanié, editor-in-chief, defended himself by arguing that he was
not correctly informed about the events in Croatia, having left the coun-
try long before. He also claimed that in the past years his paper’s writ-
ing had been in keeping with the Croatian spirit. After a lengthy discus-
sion and a secret vote, the Napredak became the Society’s new official
organ. The delegates decided that the newspaper should be subsidized
by $180 per year, while each lodge was obliged to pay $5 for the publi-
cation of its news. A decision was also reached that all Croatian papers
in America should be subsidized by $25 per year if they promoted the
work of the Croatian Society. Skrivani¢ thanked the Croatian Society for
the confidence expressed in him and his paper, and emphasized that his
work would prove that the Society, “entrusted this honor and duty to
honest hands”. He also guaranteed that the paper’s issues would be reg-
ularly published each Thursday, warning the delegates that wunfruitful
arguments would not be tolerated on its pages.4>

As the Society’s membership was not perfectly satisfied with the
way the issue of its official organ was dealt with, the same topic was on
the agenda again at the Fourth Convention. Some delegates, finding
fault with the Napredak newspaper and its editor, Skrivanié, suggested
again that the Chicago should be the official newspaper. Other delegates
advised that the Society should publish its own paper but some others
reminded the Convention of the fact that Skrivani¢ together with his edi-
torial board had already moved from Hobocken to Pittsburgh and that
he would suffer a great loss if his Napredak not remain the official organ.
That argument was accepted and the newspaper was granted funds
amounting to $275 a year. The editor guaranteed announcements of the
lodge’s news free of charge. The Convention also thanked all of the
Croatian papers in America that supported the work of the Society.46

The issue of the official newspaper and its role in the work of the
National Croatian Society had always been topical and the source of
much argument. Numerous delegates were of the opinion that the
National Croatian Society, like any other public institution, should keep
the public informed of its activities. An appropriate amount of money
should, therefore, be granted without restraint. The same topic was
even more frequently discussed by the Society’s membership; one strong
line of thought was that the National Croatian Society, being the only
Croatian benefit organization of America, should be everybody’s con-
cern, including the press. Therefore, the Society should grant the neces-
sary funds to all those Croatian newspapers which provided favorable
information on its work.47

In spite of the discussions at both Conventions and among the
public, the problem of the official organ was not quite resolved. In fact,
at the Conference of the Supreme Board on November 10, 1904, it was
repeatedly pointed out that the Society had to have its official paper.
According to Zotti, J. Subasi¢ and Z. Muzina were ready to take the
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responsibility for its printing and distribution. Dobroslav Bozi¢ added
that Juraj Mamek of Chicago was willing, against payment, to take over
its editing. The discussion at the Conference showed, however, that
some issues had to be resolved in principle, above all a dilemma whether
the editor of the official newspaper could be somebody outside the Soci-
ety or should be a Society member or even a member of the Supreme
Board. Eventually, it was agreed that the editor had to be a member of
the Supreme Board. Josip Marohni¢ was elected editor in chief with a
salary of $250 a year. It was also resolved that the newspaper should be
issued on the 15th day of each month.48

As this resolution of the Supreme Board had not been implement-
ed, the issue of the official organ was again discussed at the Ninth Con-
vention in 1906. The Supreme President pointed out that almost all
great fraternal organizations in America considered their own newspaper
a necessity and were concerned with its high quality. The National Croa-
tian Society should, therefore, be deeply concerned with this problem,
the more so as the Croatian newspapers in America were mostly owned
by businessmen who used them for advertisement, or were in the service
of political parties promoting their policies. What the National Croatian
Society needed was a newspaper explaining the spirit and sense of fra-
ternalism and its principles underlying the Society’s existence and work.
Therefore, if the aim of its membership was the Society’s progress and
its efficient information about its actions, then its own newspaper and
editor were an absolute necessity. It was also important for the paper to
be distributed to its readers on time and free of charge. Therefore, the
Supreme President brought forward the following motions:

1. The National Croatian Society will issue its newspaper Zajednicar
once a month;

2. Apart from the articles and instructions to the membership, the
outlines of the Society’s needs and the assessment of the work of the
lodges and the Home Office, the newspaper will also publish all the
reports on the work of the Home Office and the lodge offices.

Although all these motions were accepted in principle by all the
members, two opposite views were expressed at the Convention. A dele-
gate from Chicago, Hinko Sirovatka, motioned that the Convention
should appoint a board that would edit, publish and distribute the news-
paper with full responsibility. This was opposed by F. Zotti’s motion that
the editing, publishing and distribution of the newspaper should be
entrusted to the Supreme Board, which would issue a statement to the
convention. Zotti’s motion was adopted by the majority of votes.4?

So, by the decision of the Sixth Convention, the monthly newspaper,
Zajednicar, appeared in a very modest form. In the course of its publica-

tion, however, the paper excelled over all other Croatian immigrant papers.

The Rise and Fall of Franjo Zotti

One of the delegates present at the Eight Convention was Franjo
Zotti who was asked questions about the writing of the Narodni list
newspaper which was under his control. An explanation was required as

72



THE NATIONAL CROATIAN SOCIETY ...

ORGAN NARODNE HRVATSKE
. ZAJEDNICE U SJEDINJENIM DRZAVAMA.
e 7

Rl GLASILO NARODNE MRVATIKE ZAJEDNICE U 8/8D DRIAVAMA
S SVI ZA JEDNOG, JEDAN ZA SVRI

TSSTEEIAE DRI B ST
'l.l.l'l l' C 'l A'L'ALI"!:,'A.‘!A‘A';'A'A'I'I )

“atan 2%atatyt UCTOTUUTUUY

S oy g o s

> N
ALL FOR ONE=ONE FORAUCSSEL A WSVT 74 Jeonos-uEoanza sve

QETICIAL ORGAN of the CROATIAN PRATERNAL UNION GLASHO MRVATSKE SRATSKE ZAJEDWICE U AMEROI
Familiar heading for the Official Organ used since 1926 with some variations.

73



Chapter Three

to why the Narodni list announced that the Eight Convention should
only be held with his permission. But Zotu had his own plans. He
demanded that the members of the Supreme Board elected at the Con-
vention should be American citizens and that the Supreme President and
Vice-President should receive no pay for their work in the Society. In
other words, Zotti wanted to get rid of a number of rivals who had not
taken American citizenship and were not yet financially independent.

Even prior to the Eighth Convention, the management of the
National Croatian Society considered an agreement with Franjo Zotti.
According to this agreement, Zotti was elected President of the Board of
Trustees at this Convention. The delegates could only agree, as this was
the time of Zotti’s greatest business success.

The owner of the Narodni list, Franjo Zotti, was one of the most
interesting but also one of the most controversial figures in Croatian
immigration. First, a poor street sweeper in New York, he became a
banker, “Sifkartas®“, shipowner, the richest Croatian in America, who
eventually died in poverty. For years he was attacked in dozens of immi-
gration papers for swindle and embezzlement. Others praised him,
emphasizing his beneficial work for the Croatian immigrants in America.
Franjo Zotti began his business carreer in 1889 as a New York travel
agent for Croatian immigrants, a very lucrative business in those days.
After nine years, he prospered so well that in 1898 he opened a large
office in Whitehall on Bridge St. which turned into a meeting place for
all Croatian immigrants attending to their financial and other affairs.
Business thrived so much that he started opening branch-offices in
other towns and °bigger immigration communities, especially in Pitts-
burgh and its surroundings where dozens of thousands of Croatian
immigrants already lived. In 1904 he opened his branch-offices in Chica-
go. Selling travel tickets was his main source of profit. In the first ten
years or so of the 20th century, an average of 20,000 immigrants from
the Balkan countries passed through his agencies annually. A. Tresic-
Pavici¢ wrote about Zotti, “Zotti impressed me as a man who would
either become a millionaire or fail. He possesses real American courage,
and if - having arrived in America penniless, having been a street sweep-
er first - he could open so many banks and own a daily newspaper, I do
not see limits to his business success. He assured me that at least half of
all the money remitted to our country from America passed through his
banks, and this means eight million dollars a year, of course, unless he
exaggerates out of sheer vanity.”50

In 1898, when the Croatian press in the USA consisted of an occa-
sional weekly that usually failed within a year, Zotti launched his Narod-
ni list. The newspaper program was intended to serve Croats in the
USA. The paper was “foreign in language only” but in fact “American
in spirit”, which was appreciated by the American authorities.

In 1907 Zotti had about $800,000 of Croatian immigrants’ money
in his banks and offices. His assets ran over $500,000 and he possessed
up to a million dollars in fixed assets and bonds.

Franjo Zotti took his post as President of the Board of Trustees
very seriously, developing systematically his influence and authority in
the NCS. He censured the Supreme Board for its unorderly administra-
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tion and he considered the minutes of the conventions and the meetings
of the Supreme Board to be unskillfully and deficiently kept and con-
ducted. He accused the Supreme Secretary of the Society of incompe-
tence. Such behavior was disapproved by both Supreme President Ljubic
and Supreme Financial Secretary Jankovi¢, a Croatian banker of Chica-
go, who considered Zotti to be his main competitor in financial transac-
tions with the Croats in Chicago. A strong opposition was offered, how-
ever, to the whole new Society management team by a group of Society
members from Chicago, who could not accept Zotti’s election to the
Society’s management.5!

Zotti’s election was not the only reason for their dissatisfaction.
The Society members from Chicago reproached the Allegheny office for
incompetence in management of the organization and excessive costs. So
they disapproved the payment of $12,000 to Zagreb painter Vlaho
Bukovac who designed and created the NCS Diploma. The costs of the
Zajednicar were also considered too high. There were many objections to
nepotism in the election of the officers to the Society’s Home Office.52

At the Conference held in Chicago on April 18, 1905, attended by
the lodge presidents of Chicago and the representatives of the Supreme
Board of Allegheny, unsteady relations within the National Croatian
Society were discussed. A complete reorganization of the Society in all
states was recommended. It was also suggested that new regulations con-
cerning the assessment of dues and payments to the treasury should be
passed with the aim of laying sound foundations for its work as soon as
possible.53

Zotti, however, did not pay much attention to the Chicago opposi-
tion. He remained self-willed even when humanitarian or patriotic activ-
ities had to be approved by the Society. At the Supreme Board meeting
of October 5, 1905, he insisted that 10,000 crowns should be given in
aid for the erection of Bishop Strossmayer’s statue in Zagreb. The
Supreme Board members warned that only the Convention was empow-
ered to make such a decision. Upon Zotti’s solicitation, the decision was
made.5¢ At the Ninth Convention in New York in 1906, some delegates
tried to oppose the decision of the Supreme Board, but Zotti had
strong support and the decision was approved by the convention.

Meanwhile, Zotti attacked Supreme Financial Secretary Jankovi¢ in
his newspaper so as to form a negative public opinion of his manage-
ment of the Society’s financial affairs. From one issue to another, the
newspaper wrote about Jankovic’s remitting the Society’s money to Croa-
tia, to the widows of the dead or killed Society members, against unfa-
vorable conditions for them, thereby making a considerable profit. Using
inappropriate words, the paper sometimes made such accusations as,
“Who received that money in our homeland? The beneficiaries were
orphans, small children and the poverty stricken, sad women whose
fathers, husbands, or sons died or were killed here in America. These
poor creatures were robbed, really robbed of up to 15,000 crowns by the
NCS Supreme Financial Secretary, A. C. Jankovi¢. He, robbed them of
all that on the grounds of “honest” work and on top of that had the
nerve to tell the Convention that he was making sacrifices to the Nation-
al Croatian Society.”5>
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Zotti did not hesitate long to
remove Jankovi¢ from the Society,
explaining at the Supreme Board
meeting held on July 6, 1905, that
he embezzled the money assigned
to the beneficiaries in Croatia of
the deceased Society certificate
holders. He also accused him of
disrespecting the decisions of both
the Board of Trustees and the
Supreme Board. At that same ses-
sion Zotti was elected Supreme
Financial Secretary, after having
resigned from the office of the
President of the Board of Trustees.
But he changed his mind and with-
drew his appointment. Tomo Lack-
ovic was appointed Supreme
Financial Secretary of the Society.56

All of Zotti’s moves in the
Supreme Board were supported by
the Narodni list which was inform-
ing the public as follows, “A. C.
A‘ G ]a}nkovic’, owner f’f a private bank, an ]ankovié was deOSCd from the
influential Croat of Chicago, and the Soci- honorable post and this stigma of
ety's Supreme Treasurer 3 : .

disgrace and shame will fade nei-
ther easily nor for a long time. Just remember Bozo Gojsovic who
received a similar mark of disgrace, although he did not do the same as
Jankovi¢; he kept the lodge money with him. These removals should be
a reminder to the others: no flaying of the Society members will remain
unpunished, every sin is unveiled in due course. Jankovi¢ will fight and
probably start legal proceedings to keep his post as the Supreme Finan-
cial Secretary, but we know that not even the courts may or have the
right to grant him this office - he must abide by the by-laws of the Soci-
ety according to which he was elected.”57

To make his accusations against Jankovi¢ as convincing as possible
Zotti began legal action against him in the Pittsburgh law courts through
Tomo Lackovi¢. The verdict published by the Narodni list was as follows:
“Judge Robert S. Frazer in Civil Court No. 2 passed a verdict concern-
ing the matter of A. C. Jankovi¢ being dismissed from the office of the
Supreme Financial Secretary of the National Croatian Society and Tomo
Lackovié¢ being appointed to the same post. The court sanctioned the
Supreme Board decision and ordered Jankovi¢ to hand over to his suc-
cessor all the books, official papers and money that were with him and
that were the property of the above mentioned Society.”58

In August 1905, the Hrvatska zastava newspaper launched system-
atic attacks against the Supreme Board whose work, according to the
paper, was very poor. The finances were in a complete mess, without
appropriate control. The dismissed Financial Secretary Jankovi¢ had not
handed over the treasury and was litigating with the Supreme Board
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although he had not been sued for embezzlement. The Hrovatska zastava
also censured the Supreme Board for its inconsistent decisions. First, it
gave instructions to the lodges to send the money to the Supreme Finan-
cial Secretary Tomo Lackovié¢, and subsequently it informed the lodges
that the money should be kept with them.

Many initiatives and suggestions on how to help the Society were
made by its membership. According to the Hrovatska zastava daily, the
membership in Cleveland accepted the dismissal of the former Financial
Secretary but disagreed with the way the new one was elected. A ten
member committee was also organized there to keep an eye on what was
going on in the NCS Home Office. The paper recommended to the
Society members of Chicago that they should do the same in order to
prevent Zotti from getting hold of all the power in the Society. The
newspaper maintained that the former “shoemaker’s” (“Susterska”) and
“tailor’s” (“Snajderska”) management was more successful than the
newly elected one with the so-called professionals. It also objected to the
evasion of the Society’s by-laws which were being changed at the ses-
sions of the Supreme Board according to current needs. In other words,
the journal claimed the Supreme President Ljubi¢ was not up to his
office, always following Franjo Zotti’s instructions.5?

The Narodni list, protecting its owner’s interests, opposed the
Chicago campaign, claiming that it was initiated by those NCS members
who, in their ambition to attain leadership positions in the Supreme
Board, went so far as to require a trustee for the Society treasury
although there was no reason for it.60 The Chicago opposition, however,
did not give in, so that during 1905, there was a succession of confer-
ences requiring an extra convention that would clear up the misunder-
standings with those using the National Croatian Society for their own
interests. There were even suggestions that the Supreme Board should
revoke its earlier decisions and rehabilitate the former Supreme Financial
Secretary. The members of Swossmayer Lodge required Zotti’s removal
from the office of the President of the Board of Trustees because his
behavior was contrary to the Society’s interests.6!

Some Society lodges of Chicago, dissatisfied with the situation in
the NCS, decided at their meeting of April 5, 1905, that, unless the sit-
uation in the Society improved, they would establish a separate organiza-
tion - the Croatian League of Illinois.

In the Hroatska zastava newspaper the overall situation in the
National Croatian Society was analyzed by Hinko Sirovatka in the fol-
lowing way: “If the circumstances remained the same, disintegration of
the Society into territorial societies would be imminent. Of this I am
firmly convinced, especially after my travel across the States. Our people
still have too much pride and patriotism to be permanently submitted to
a self-willed egotist like Zotti surrounded by his creatures. I am glad
about that and hope that this patriotism and this conscience will over-
come corruption and lead the National Croatian Society down a healthy
path. Should it not succeed, all conscientious people will as one body
establish a new association not only for a single state or territory but for
all the Croats in the USA. In view of all this, I do not regret that a new
but already strong Croatian League was established in Illinois. With it
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we have additional support should the future convention fail to correct
the present shameful situation. If that happens, I think it will not be dif-
ficult to turn the “Croatian League of Illinois”, which already has a
charter, into the “Croatian League of the USA”.”62

It was the Ninth Convention in New York in 1906 that gave the
final judgement on the situation in the Society, especially in the case of
Supreme Financial Secretary Jankovi¢. First, Zotti was allowed to
explain the whole “treasury case”, which he did very convincingly. He
claimed that the Board of Trustees and the Supreme Board had treated
Jankovi¢ correctly showing appropriate tolerance and insisting on the
agreement concerning the by-laws for the operation of the treasury. Zott
mentioned that on December 7, 1904, Jankovi¢ was warned that his fee
for remitting death benefits to the families of the deceased Society mem-
bers in Croatia was too high. He was reminded that the duty of the
Board of Trustees was not only to grant death benefits and send them to
the treasury to be disbursed, but also to see to it that the full amounts
were remitted to the family members on time. Jankovié, on the contrary,
claimed that he was the Supreme Financial Secretary, that only he was
responsible for money remittances, and that the Board of Trustees had
no authority to send the money home. According to Zotti, the Board of
Trustees did not agree with this but set the by-laws and conditions for
money remittances to Croatia which was unanimously accepted by both
the Supreme Board and the Board of Trustees. Jankovi¢ did not carry
out the decisions of the two boards, but, what was even worse, refused
to hand over the treasury to the Home Office after his dismissal. Legal
proceedings were started against him by the district attorney in Pitts-
burgh in June 1906.

Although Zotti was very convincingly defending his attitudes and
the steps taken against Jankovic¢ by the Board of Trustees, the discussion
at the Convention showed that there was a number of delegates who did
not accept his arguments. Above all, there were objections to the
amounts of money spent on court costs. There were also questions like,
“Is Jankovic still the Financial Secretary; is he at all guilty of embezzle-
ment?” Whereupon Zotti answered, “Of course, for some Society mem-
bers, especially those from Chicago, my disapproval of such disorder
and my defense of the by-laws and conclusions of the Eighth Convention
were sufficient to raise dust and make a noise about Zotti wanting to
rule over the Society which would lead to its destruction. But, brothers,
honest work never leads to destruction! I have asked for nothing else but
obedience of the by-laws and conclusions of the Convention; nobody can
prove the contrary.”®3

The delegates of the Ninth Convention seemed to have been well
informed of the real character of the conflict between Zotti and Jankovic¢
and realized that it was actually a matter of competition between two
Croatian bankers who wanted to be in charge of financial affairs of the
National Croatian Society. Jankovi¢ was rehabilitated because the dele-
gates adopted the Commission’s report according to which the accounts
were correctly kept. They blamed, however, Jankovié¢’s willful behavior
and his refusal to cooperate with the Board of Trustees and the Supreme
Board in the resolution of his case.
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The Jankovi¢ scandal did a lot of harm to the National Croatian
Society so the newspaper Hrovatska zastava was right in saying, “If his
accounting is correct, why did the Supreme Board raise so much noise?
Is it because in the Supreme Board there were four “Sifkartasi” one of
whom had to be destroyed because of competition? If this is the case,
why should the NCS be the venue of their business competition and
struggle? Who is going to bear the costs of this struggle? The National
Croatian Society, for sure. Some say it is not right. It is a nice and
decent wish but by law the NCS is obliged to cover the costs. If you are
not satisfied with the management team, elect another, a better one!
When the fraternalists of Chicago saw, even before the treasury scandal,
that the new Supreme Board’s policies were leading the Society to chaos,
they raised a ‘holy protest’ and called the fraternalists all over the coun-
try to help bring the Supreme Board to its senses. But, with the excep-
tion of Zvonimir Lodge of San Francisco, nobody joined Chicago. Such
apathy encouraged the Supreme Board and its impertinence grew even
more. And, as the ‘holy protest’ was joined by Jankovi¢, the Supreme
Board fabricated the treasury scandal to take revenge on him. They did
incredible harm to the Society and its membership. For the last two
years the management of the National Croatian Society has been like a
hazardous game at which the membership lost and the shysters won.”64

In spite of the crisis within the National Croatian Society before
the Ninth Convention, and despite a strong opposition, Franjo Zotti was
elected Supreme President of the Society. It happened in New York, on
his territory, where his bank and enterprises were very strong and where
he enjoyed the strongest support. He was convinced that he would keep
the post of President for a long time because, upon his motion, the Con-
vention resolved that its sessions would take place every third year
instead of every second. After the Convention, the Croatian press took
keen interest in the position of the National Croatian Society among
American Croats. The fundamental question was. “Why, out of about
400,000 Croatian immigrants, the membership was no larger than
18,707, and whose fault was it?” The Society had its lodges in numer-
ous towns across the States. In these same towns, however, some other
Croatian societies were active but there were also hundreds of Croats
who were members of none. Why did they not enter the Society lodges?
According to the Croatian press somebody was responsible, and Franjo
Zotti with his supporters was hinted at. More and more people in the
Society considered Zotti’s election to the office of the Supreme President
to be a wrong decision. The Supreme Board members were becoming
increasingly aware of Zotti’s unreliability, so the members of the Board
of Trustees decided to break all ties with his bank through which the
Society used to remit money to the fraternalists’ relatives in Croatia.
This was the first open disagreement between the Supreme Board and
the President which led to another campaign launched by the Narodni
list against the Society. The paper started again to accuse the manage-
ment of the Society of careless money transactions. The second half of
1907 witnessed the beginning of one of the most serious economic and
financial crises in the USA. It continued throughout 1908, its victims
being a number of businessmen, Franjo Zotti among them. On July 15,
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1908, the US District Court of
New York placed the Zotti Compa-
ny into receivership. The NCS
membership was deeply concerned,
fearing the Society itself might be
affected or even go bankrupt. The
Supreme Board at its meeting on
August 21, 1908, took its decision
about Zotti’s suspension from the
office of Supreme President.65 The
immigration press focused its inter-
est on the bankruptcy of the Croa-
tian banker in the States and the
reaction of the National Croatian
Society. According to press reports,
Supreme  Vice-president, Pavao
Hajdi¢, was nominated to the posi-
tion of Supreme President. He
made the following announcement
in the Zagjednicar, “As 1 have taken
over the honor of the Supreme
President of the National Croatian
! Society, I assure you that I will
Pavao Hajdic, .
Faro Wi the Supreme Ereiden o abide by the oath I took at the past
Convention and again in the NCS
Home Office on 26th of last month. I shall make every effort within my
abilities to see to it that all members of the Supreme Board fulfill their
duties conscientiously and that we all work to our Society’s pride, honor
and benefit.

“Dear brothers and sisters! I trust your brotherly Croatian love and
believe that being good Croats and loyal fraternalists you will do your
duty and help me and the Supreme Board in leading our great and hon-
orable organization to its growth and a better future.”

“Esteemed brothers and sisters! Some enemies of the NCS have
recently started a campaign against some members of the Supreme
Board wishing to harm our organization; but I assure you these are all
only lies and tales. I assure you that all the Board members’ bonds are
in perfect order and that they fulfill their duties in accordance with the
by-laws. Should I find any irregularities, I shall see to it that they are
corrected.”66

The reaction of the National Croatian Society was correct as it was
considered that a man in the state of bankruptcy could not perform the
responsible duty of the Supreme President of the NCS, the more so as
his improper dealing with the Croatian immigrants’ money was well
known. This is why the Supreme Board filed impeachment proceedings
against Zotti to the High Trial Board which met in a special session in
the Home Office on November 16, 1908. It confirmed Zotti’s suspen-
sion from the office of President and expelled him from membership of
the National Croatian Society.
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CROATION
FRATERNAL

Croatian Home, Farell, Pennsylvania, Lodge 126

In his paper the Narodni list, Zotti sharply reacted to the decisions
reached, arguing that such action was inconceivable even against an
“ordinary” member, let alone the Society’s Supreme President. He
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referred to his business troubles as temporary, the result of the present
financial climate in America and not his incompetence. “My private
business life has nothing to do with my public social life. If I have done
anything wrong, the civil court will arbitrate and the Croatian people
will see whether I am guilty of anything dishonest. My struggle against
the capital of a billion dollars was not easy; it was no game. If I am tem-
porarily broken, it does not mean that I am ruined. My struggle for my
people and its drudgery is as fierce today as ever.”’6? In an interview for
the Narodni list, Zotti referred to the background of his conflict with the
Supreme Board, “Not all of the Supreme Board members, but the “old
ones” who have been for years on the Society’s pay, frowned at me
because I have always fought only for the Society and the fraternalists’
benefit. First, I demanded that the Society’s money deposited in differ-
ent banks be withdrawn and invested into state bonds in gold because
this is the safest investment in the world. My “colleagues”, the Supreme
Board members, were against it, looking at me with growing antagonism.
Then I insisted that all the Society’s books and records be thoroughly
examined so as to finally have a clear picture. Indeed, some three or four
months ago, when the Society had to submit a Statement of Finances to
the Commissioner of Insurance in Harrisburg, Pa., I did not want to
sign it because I doubted its accuracy. Eventually I did sign it because
Marohni¢ promised to have all the books thoroughly examined after-
wards. Another reason why I signed the Statement was my effort to
avoid any wrong to happen to the Society, unless the State were
informed of the Society’s balance in cash. These are the main causes of
the present scandal.”68

Zotti kept turning to Croatian immigrants through his newspaper,
trying to convince them that his business difficulties were only tempo-
rary, that he would recover and return all their money. He was opti-
mistic until 1912, when he finally and hopelessly admitted, “The cir-
cumstances, or rather difficulties, caused by my own and our people’s
enemies brought me to the point where the creditors of my enterprise
Frank Zotti & Co. are still suffering loss. I did everything possible to
recover my firms thereby making disbursement possible within a short
time. But my enemies and opponents who were not in the least con-
cerned about my creditors or their savings, were only interested in
destroying me and the Narodni list. They did their best to obstruct the
only way to satisfy the creditors.”6?

All Zotti’s endeavors to exonerate himself failed because most
immigration papers blamed him, his business, and his behavior towards
the Society. The severest statements were made by the Hrovatsk: glasnik
of Pittsburgh whose editor Josip Marohni¢ wrote, “He was rightfully
removed from the presidency of the National Croatian Society; he was
justly expelled from the organization itself; it would be right if he were
banished from the Croatian community entirely. He should be admitted
nowhere, neither himself nor anything that might reestablish him. Both
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his press and his agents should be expelled from all honest Croatian
homes.”70

Franjo Zotti did not succeed to recover financially but he remained
owner of the Narodn: list through which he, together with his editor-in-
chief Stjepko Brozovi¢, continuously and consistently attacked the
National Croatian Society and its management. The attacks were retali-
ated equally and without compromise. They tried to prove that the loss
of $750,000 of immigrants’ money was Zotti’s sole responsibility. How-
ever, some immigration newspapers, especially the Jadran (The Adriatic)
of San Francisco, did not accept Zotti’s condemnation unreservedly,
claiming rightfully that he caused no financial damage to the Society
itself. It is true that at the same time other Croatian bankers also went
bankrupt. Croatian banker BoZo Gojsovic¢ of Johnstown went bankrupt.
Sometime later, the former Supreme Financial Secretary of the NCS,
banker A. C. Jankovi¢ of Chicago was also financially ruined. Some
respectable businessmen of Slav origin met the same fate. Both the
well-known Slovak patriot Rovinianek and a little later the Slovene,
Franjo Sakser, were bankrupt in 1912. When well-known Jewish busi-
nessman Moritz Rosett of Pittsburgh went bankrupt in 1912, the Narod-
ni list mentioned maliciously that a number of Croatian immigrants lost
their money in his banks. The National Croatian Society and its official
organ made no comments though.

The economic crisis in 1907 and 1908 was the main cause of fail-
ure of some bankers who had dealings with Croatian immigrants. Fran-
jo Zotti was the best known and the most successful among them. This
is why the bankruptcy of his bank in several American cities drew so
much attention by both the immigrant community and the immigrant
press. Sharp reactions and heavy accusations were backed by statements
according to which Croatian immigrants lost $750,000 in Zotti’s banks.
However, it was not only the Zotti bank that failed, nor was he the only
one to blame. The unfavorable circumstances in the States at the time
were, among other things, responsible for the disaster. Zotti would have
been easily forgotten like many other businessmen of the time if his case
had not been so painful for many members of the NCS. He endeavored
for years to gain influence and power in the Society. He eventually suc-
ceeded in it. But driven by his personal ambition he wanted to make
money and profit. The immigrants preferred buying travel tickets and
depositing their money in the offices of the Society’s President than else-
where. Zotti tried to tie the Society’s fate to his own success or failure.
This was contrary to the ideas and program of the National Croatian
Society as an American fraternal organization. The Croatian fraternalists
were, therefore, right in their sharp and determined attitudes in the Zotti
scandal.
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*k*

Troublesome years after the Eighth Convention had an unfavorable
impact on the development of the National Croatian Society initiating its
disintegration. Early in 1905, the Croatian benefit organization Hrvatsk:
Primorac of Chicago was in favor of organizing a new society. They were
successful in their endeavors. On March 5, 1905, their representatives
along with the representatives of the Strossmayer and Sv. Juraj societies
established the Croatian League of Illinois. The League was chartered in
May, 1905, and developed so successfully that in December 1908, it
consisted of 25 lodges and 2,036 members. On May 1, 1908, the
Hroatska zastava became its official organ.

These three groups established the Croatian League of Illinois and
broke away from the National Croatian Society. They were later joined
by some other lodges and new lodges were organized. Out of 40 lodges
that were active for shorter or longer periods of time in the League of
Illinois, 16 operated in Chicago and 27 in Illinois. Some of them spread
their activity to neighboring states and only a few lodges were estab-
lished in farther regions. The membership consisted mostly of immi-
grants from Istria, Hrvatsko Primorje, and Gorski Kotar.

During 1908, news was received from Croatians in California want-
ing to organize their own society. The Croatian society Zvonimir, operat-
ing as NCS Lodge 61 in San Francisco, was opposed. A number of
members, disenchanted with the situation in the National Croatian Soci-
ety, wanted to break away. The Jadran newspaper in a series of articles
tried to explain that the Society’s slogan “All for one, one for all” was
unacceptable for Croats in California. As a matter of fact, they lived
under far better conditions on their farms; they did not face the risks
which the Croats in Pennsylvania were exposed to in the mines and steel
mills. At the meeting of the Zwonimir society held in January 1908, a
decision on breaking away from the NCS was reached for the above
mentioned reasons plus the negligent work of the NCS Supreme
Board.”!

The members of the Zvonimir society took their task of organizing
a new union very seriously. It was not an easy assignment. It was not
until March 1910 that the representatives of several societies met in San
Francisco deciding to lay the foundation for the Croatian Unity of the
Pacific. Some of the delegates present, however, were against the name
Croatian Unity. There were some immigrants from Dalmatia bringing to
America their anti-Croatian disposition, following the policy of the Dal-
matian autonomists. A compromise was reached at the meeting: the
future union was to be called the Slav-Croatian Unity. This however, did
not seem to be sufficient and the work of the organization was post-
poned for a time, until finally, in June 1910, the members of the Zwvon-
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imir society decided to accept the original name - the Croatian Unity
of the Pacific. It was gradually joined by eight lodges from California.?2

*kk

The Tenth Convention of the National Croatian Society held in
Calumet, Mich., began on September 20, 1909, under unfavorable con-
ditions. At the beginning of his address, Supreme President Hajdic¢
pointed out that for the past three years, due to serious unemployment,
many Croatians had returned home. He did not even mention, though,
the members who had withdrawn from the Society. In spite of all this,
the membership had grown to 20,285. Twenty-one lodges were disband-
ed but seventy-three new ones were established. At the Convention, 332
lodges were represented by 151 delegates; 606 members had died, 106
of tuberculosis, 179 members were killed in work accidents, and 154
remained disabled.

The assets totaled $162,171.49. Assessment in dues for the
deceased and disabled members and spouses amounted to $61,265. For
the deceased and disabled members and the deceased spouses, the
amount of $642,036 was disbursed. Out of this amount $214,233 were
remitted for death benefits to the beneficiaries in Croatia. The assets of
the fund for the poor totaled $28,929. The national fund for cultural
and other needs of Croats in America and at home totaled $13,060.73

The delegates were satisfied with the financial situation in the Soci-
ety but there were other essential issues to be resolved. The discussions
at the Convention proved that the question of the Society by-laws had
not been solved which led to frequent criticism. According to some
members, the by-laws were too extensive, incomplete, vague and even
inconsistent. It was maintained that the by-laws did not correspond to
the Society Charter, that they were not properly formulated, and that
they interfered with the standing orders. According to the Charter, the
Society was a relief, benefit and educational organization, while accord-
ing to the Society by-laws, it was just an insurance organization and a
relief organization for mutual help. The delegates to the Convention
pointed out that the Society’s membership expected the by-laws to be
changed, the charges to be decreased, and some advantages to be intro-
duced in the insurance system. The debaters, however, did not seem to
be aware that the Society treasury or the treasuries of the lodges could
disburse only the money that was paid in, which required the exact ful-
fillment of all financial obligations of the membership. President Hajdi¢
therefore asked the delegates to do their best to make proper by-laws so
as to avoid too frequent changes of the existing ones.74

A continued growth in membership was the greatest preoccupation
of the delegates at every convention. The Tenth Convention also dis-
cussed the need of engaging a larger number of agents (organizers or
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field men), at the same time criticizing those immigrant newspapers and
individuals who were against it. President Hajdi¢ pointed out that great
American benefit organizations owed their success primarily to the work
of competent field men. He said, “Many immigrants do not even know
the NCS exists. Many would join it if they knew where to go and how
to do it, and many are so apathetic that they would enter no society
unless you knocked at their door. This is our people’s fault and we have
to keep this in mind. If the NCS had two competent field men, I am
sure that by the next convention it would have at least a hundred lodges
more and its membership would perhaps double. If the employment of
“organizers” increased the Society’s costs, its funds would grow so much
that they would by far exceed these expenses.”7?5

While the delegates were deliberating how to increase membership,
President Hajdi¢ drew their attention to the fact that new unions were
being created out of the lodges of the National Croatian Society. This
was condemned by the delegates as a division in the national communi-
ty and Hajdi¢c commented on it, “I do not know on what principles
these reorganizers intend to reorganize the NCS, but I can say in
advance that no reorganization can be carried out without striking a
blow against the foundation on which the NCS was built. Striking and
shaking our Society will never be allowed by any conscientious member
of the NCS.”76

Although the Ninth Convention of 1906 seemed to have resolved
the question of the Society’s official organ the Zajednicar, it was still a
burning issue. Due to different views as to its political directions, the
newspaper was not issued for some time. Its issues did not appear again
until February 1907 when Juraj Skrivani¢ was appointed its editor-in-
chief. In the editorial entitled “Organization of American Croats”, Skri-
vani¢ wrote about its role, censuring its correspondents for not submit-
ting their contributions. He pointed out that the Zajednicar was not
owned by a single person but belonged to all fraternalists and that a
greater cooperation would be appreciated by the editor. He further sug-
gested the editor should not publish articles several pages long, particu-
larly not those in which unfounded criticism was leveled by one frater-
nalist against another. Skrivani¢ concluded his editorial with the follow-
ing words, “Should our brother fraternalists follow my sincere words,
not only would our Zajednicar be a better, more instructive and enter-
taining paper than in previous years, but our Society’s membership and
finances would also thrive.”7?7

After the bankruptcy of the Skrivani¢ bank and his departure from
Allegheny, Gabro Racki was appointed editor. He also tried to convince
the readers how important it was for the Society to have a respectable
and well edited newspaper. According to him, a great deal of unjustified
criticism addressed to the Society could have been avoided had the
Zajednicar been better edited and more widely read. Among the 20,000
Society members it was necessary to find correspondents who would
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offer useful suggestions and good solutions to the official organ. Racki
criticized the Croatian priests for being only passive observers. He also
blamed the Society’s management for never having seriously dealt with
the problem of its newspaper and for not having precisely determined
the role of the Zajednicar in the Society by-laws. No wonder that the edi-
tor of the Zajednicar did not know how he should or should not edit the
paper.78

At the Tenth Convention, President Hajdi¢ dealt with the Zajed-
nicar extensively, passing a negative judgment on it. He pointed out that
at the Convention held in St. Louis it had been decided that the Zajed-
nicar should publish only the Home Office’s monthly reports and only
an occasional instructive article about the work of fraternal societies.
The newspaper, however, turned into a monthly without any precise ori-
entation or aim. It was seldom or never read by the members. The
majority of members complained of never receiving it and its publishing
costs amounted to $4,000 a year. At the same time, the Society’s mem-
bership and finances were growing, so the members required detailed
and prompt information. Also, they wanted to be informed about all
events in the Society. Therefore, said Hajdi¢, it would be more to the
purpose for one of the existing and successful Croatian newspapers to
become again the Society’s organ. This should not be difficult for any of
them provided the Society granted the assistance of $4,000 dollars
equaling the annual amount for the Zajednicar.”?

Hajdié’s opinion of the Zajednicar was not shared by all the dele-
gates of the Tenth Convention. They realized that it was a more complex
problem which had to be resolved successfully and to the best interest of
the Society. According to some delegates, the newspaper was not suc-
cessful because of its modest format; it looked like a street bulletin
rather than a serious paper. They thought that it should have the usual
newspaper format and that it should be issued as a daily. Different
reports of the Society Home Office could be supplemented only in the
first issue each month. Every Society member would certainly be ready
to give an additional 10 cents for a good newspaper because the frater-
nalists subscribed anyway to some Croatian newspapers. Concerns were
voiced about the concept of the paper. It should include educational
articles and issues important for the Society and American Croatians
alike; it should not only include news about life in America and Croatia,
but also articles on art and literature. The costs of such a paper could
easily be covered by 30,000 Society members.

It may be concluded that the problem of the Zajednicar divided the
delegates because there were suggestions that the debate concerning the
newspaper should be postponed, which was not accepted by the dele-
gates. It was decided eventually that a group of five delegates should pre-
pare a proposal for the future publication of the Zajednicar. The propos-
al was unanimously accepted as follows: “The National Croatian Society
issues its organ, the Zajednicar, once a week. It should be primarily a
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propaganda tool of the Society; in other words, it must advocate fra-
ternity, explain the importance of the association, and instruct the mem-
bership in all social questions. It must not publish any personal argu-
ments, but must always be a worthy agent and defender of the interests
and honor of the Society and its lodges. The newspaper must publish
articles on national consciousness and its propagation regardless of the
political parties; it must have articles on industry and transportation, on
health and the national economy, but also on literature and art. It must
have an entertainment page and carry news of the homeland and the
world. Religious issues are to be excluded. Further, once a month, it
must print the addresses of all the lodge presidents, their secretaries,
treasurers, accountants and presidents of the sickness funds as well as
the exact number of members of each lodge. Only the advertisements of
the Society members may be published in the organ. Advertisements of
various sanitariums or banks and suspicious enterprises are not to be
accepted. The editor must be a member of the NCS and be elected by
the Supreme Board after having competed for the office. He attends
conventions and has a voting right.”80

Early in November 1909, following the decision of the Tenth Con-
vention, the Supreme Board elected Father Niko Grskovié, of St. Paul
parish in Cleveland, editor of the Zajednicar. At that time, Grikovi¢ was
already one of the most active and influential Croatian immigrants in the
USA. Although he had not held office in the NCS until then, his
authority had a strong impact on its work. In an extensive statement he
made after his election, Grskovi¢ promised that the Zajednicar would be
a paper explaining and advocating the broadest interests of Croats in
America. He would primarily follow the aims of the National Croatian
Society contributing to it so that both the Society and its newspaper
“should prosper, growing stronger” not only in number but also spiritu-
ally and morally, this being one of the objectives of the Society. Grskovic¢
said, “I have to emphasize that no factions or dissident spirit weakening
the already feeble national forces must be present in the organ of the
National Croatian Society. Its object is to consolidate the good in their
dedication to a good thing; it is a child of national unity, it is a herald
and expositor of our slogan, “all for one and one for all!” Our Society’s
newspaper must be our people’s true mirror, its counselor, true and
unbiased, its sign-post, its conscientious leader. It will prove to our
brothers in Croatia that freedom is an elevating and ennobling force,
that struggle for life is making us stronger, that distance does not lead to
alienation, and that our homeland’s wounds make our hearts bleed.”8!

At the Tenth Convention Josip Marohnié¢ was not re-elected Supreme
Financial Secretary, although he had held that office since the beginning
of the Society’s existence. During this time he was often criticizing nega-
tive incidents in the Society, in particular Zotti’s harmful influence, thus
provoking sharp reactions by a number of opponents. But the delegates
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were aware of his credits, so he was elected as a Member of the Board of
Trustees and granted $500 for his longtime work in the Society.

The Tenth Convention continued to deal with the Society by-laws
determining the behavior of its members. Article 22 was added to the
by-laws according to which a Society member should bequeath his death
benefit in the following order: to his legal wife and children; to his
brothers and sisters; to his parents; to his next-of-kin; to whomever he
desired if there were no relatives; to the lodge he was a member of
unless he left it to someone else. A proposal was also adopted according
to which any Society member living in bigamy or having left his legal
wife to live with another woman should be expelled from the Society.82

Financial aid to schools and churches was also on the agenda of
the Tenth Convention. Petar Pavlinac made a very demanding and unre-
alistic proposal: “This Convention agrees with the idea of founding a
college of the National Croatian Society in the USA. To this end it
decides that the future Supreme Board at its first meeting should
appoint a committee of five members who are to deal with this question
until the next convention. The committee should develop a program
specifying the location and funds and hand it in to the Supreme Board
before the next convention.”83 The delegates warned Pavlinac that the
Society had no funds for the establishment of a Croatian College, but it
was resolved that a group of delegates should examine the proposal so
that at the next convention a respective decision could be made.

The Slav Immigrant Society, responsible for the immigrants of Slav
origin on Ellis Island, asked for financial aid. The Convention granted
it an amount of $500 as a symbol of solidarity.84

The discussion and the delegates’ motions together with the con-
clusions of the Tenth Convention provided a review of the Society’s evo-
lution. Its successful achievements were pointed out but so were some
facts that had negative effects on its work. The discussion and the con-
clusions of the Tenth Convention pointed to the most important objec-
tives and tenets according to which the National Croatian Society was
operating. It was concluded that the Society was a universal Croatian
organization of the Croats in the USA and Canada following the ideas
and the program of American fraternalism and as such it was a part of
the Union of the American Benevolent Organizations. It was not only an
insurance organization but also a national and patriotic association of
American Croats looking after the national interests of the Croats both
in America and at home. Its membership was almost exclusively work-
ers, so it was a workers’ organization cooperating with other workers’
organizations in the American Labor Movement.

The management of the National Croatian Society and its mem-
bers were well aware that only such a program could contribute to its
development and promotion.
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THE NATIONAL CROATIAN
SOCIETY: A LARGE AND
POWERFUL ORGANIZATION

The most successful period in the development of the National
Croatian Society, considering both the number of newly enrolled mem-
bers and its financial standing, were the years prior to World War One.
However, even more important were its different humanitarian activities
and its social and political programs.

On the eve of the Eleventh Convention held in Kansas City in Sep-
tember 1912 the Society had 24,519 members gathered in 387 lodges
represented by 186 delegates and 17 voting officers. The total assets had

Delegates to the Eleventh Convention of the National Croatian Society, 1912, Kansas City, Kansas
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increased to $277,267. Although the delegates at a few past conventions
expressed their wish that the property of the NCS should not only be
invested in banks but also in bonds, it was actually done only before the
Eleventh Convention when $112,000 were invested in various bonds.

The fact that the NCS had a few thousand members and large
assets at its disposal convinced the delegates to the Convention that they
were governing the destiny of a powerful and large organization which
was beginning to play a more important part in the American fraternal-
ist movement. Apart from that, the NCS took over the responsibility for
the fate of American Croats and exerted more influence on the events
in Croatia itself. This is why Supreme President Hajdi¢ stressed the fol-
lowing in his address, “I can say in all conscience that we are standing
on the eve of difficult and serious work that has hardly been such at the
conventions so far; we have to solve such questions that the future devel-
opment and promotion of the NCS will depend upon, and even one
wrong decision could be ominous both for the Society and its member-
ship.”!

The National Croatian Society was already led by experienced
Croatian fraternalists who had conducted it successfully through numer-
ous difficult, controversial and very delicate periods and there was no
fear that they would not find ways of establishing a more successful
future. It was Josip Marohni¢ who distinguished himself among them. At
the Tenth Convention held in Calumet, Michigan, he was not elected to
the Supreme Board, but during those three years Marohni¢ was a promi-
nent and a true leader of the American Croats. He was active in the
American Fraternal Congress and participated in many of its meetings.
He acquired precious knowledge about the life and work of American
fraternalism. He also established and kept good relations with the lead-
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ers of other Slav ethnic groups.
They fought together for the inter-
ests and better conditions of the
Slavs in American society. By
means of his newspaper Hrvatsk:
glasnik (Croatian Herald) published
in Pittsburgh, he influenced the
public opinion of the Croatian
community in the USA. As a
result, there was no dilemma at the
Eleventh Convention whether or
not Marohnic¢ was to become Pres-
ident of the NCS which was con-
firmed by the majority of the dele-
gates. Besides, the Convention
decided that the Supreme Presi-
dent (as well as the Supreme Trea-
surer) ought to be resident officers,
and according to the by-laws
accepted at the Convention he was
granted a great deal more authori-
ty, “The Supreme President, who
; % X is a resident officer in the Home

1 >
Natonal Croaan Sociery, 1912-1901 - Office, has control over both the
resident Supreme Board members,
and all other NCS, employees. He has the right to suspend every
employee as well as the resident Supreme Board members unless they
fulfill their duties, and to replace any of them temporarily with another
officer; moreover, he is allowed to dismiss any officer from service by the
approval of a majority vote of the Executive and Board of Trustees

members.”?

After the Eleventh Convention, the interest of Croatian immigrants
for the NCS grew, which is proved by the fact that in 1913, 6,625 new
members joined the Society. An unexpected increase in such a short
time drew the attention of the Croatian immigrant press and therefore
the Hroatski glasmik announced, “The Supreme President says that,
although the history of NCS does not recall such a growth, we should
not fall asleep now but we ought to continue working to strengthen our
relief organizations, so that half a million of us Croats in the USA, are
not limited to 60,000 NCS members, but we must do our utmost to
reach 150,000 members; if anybody needs relief organizations it is us,
the Croats. According to the Pregled (Review) newspaper, out of 277
deceased Society members in the course of 1913, 78 died at work. The
Narodni glasnik stated another impressive fact: from its establishment on
September 4, 1894, to December 31, 1913, the Society had paid its
members $2,880,462, partly as death benefits, partly as help to the
‘Associate Members’. The ‘Associate Member’ coverage was introduced
originally to provide benefits for the members’ wives, but the privilege
was later extended to include any spouse, as well as sickness benefits,
while one third of the money was remitted to Croatia.?

96



THE NATIONAL CROATIAN SOCIETY...

The Supreme Board frequently deliberated how to better organize
the NCS and attract more Croats to the organization. This was also the
main issue for the Supreme President Josip Marohni¢ who in July 1913,
in the Zajednicar newspaper, started publishing a series of articles enti-
tled The Croats and America. Marohnic’s first intention was to get the
readers acquainted with the situation in the American fraternalist move-
ment. He disclosed how numerous benefit societies that had started to
operate in the USA fifty years ago, improved their work so successfully
and increased their membership so much that the fraternalist movement
increased to almost eight million members. Never in the American his-
tory, Marohni¢ wrote, had solidarity and fraternalism among people
been so obvious as in the first decade of the 20th century. The fraternal
organizations can, apart from their basic aim, personal and family insur-
ance, be proud of their important influence on the membership that
gradually became, through its activities within the benefit organizations,
an important factor in American society. The real fraternalist spirit
helped the members form and choose moral values and work towards a
worthier personal and family life. Marohnic says literally, “One has never
heard of a benefit society member who would attend the meetings regu-
larly and listen to good advice of all kinds, and who would at the same
time be a bad man or neglect his family, who would not educate his
children well or become an unwelcome citizen or a bad member of the
human race.”*

The task and the aim of the fraternal organizations, as Marohnic
put it, should be familiar and acceptable to all reasonable and well-
meaning people. The benefits they brought the membership certainly
meant a certain obligation for them. They were supposed to work for the
Society’s interests, respect and value each other, support and cherish
those human qualities that provided a better life for individuals and the
organization as a whole.

The benefit societies did not exist in order to make money for
themselves or for individuals. They were non-profit organizations assur-
ing their members the best protection at the smallest price. That was
exactly why they met with a considerable response among poor workers
who could not pay insurance to various companies working on a large
profit base. It was not only a matter of insurance advantages, Marohnic
pointed out, but of a humane principle characteristic of American frater-
nalism which above all attracted millions of members to join the soci-
eties. It was important that the interest did not decrease and that the
future of fraternal organizations was certain. The benefit societies had
adapted their operations to the state legal system and a firm basis was
provided for their financial activities. Their experience proved to be very
positive and successful. The leading people within them were delighted
with the work and the organizations were sure to reach their noble goals
for the welfare of the membership and community as a whole.>

Having evaluated the work of the American fraternal organizations,
Marohnié raised an important question, “What is the position of Amer-
ican Croatians in the fraternalist movement? Do the Croats need their
fraternal organizations?”
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Marohnic¢ gave an affirmative answer stressing that some ten thou-
sand Croatians were not only a great incentive to the NCS, but also a
peculiar phenomenon. “First of all, it is unusual that the largest Croat-
ian organization should not originate, develop and survive in Croatia
itself, where millions of Croats live, but instead come into being and
persist in America. But that could be unusual only to one who is not
acquainted with the situation in Croatia which is economically neglected
and politically oppressed, and where the foreign authorities never cared
about the Croatian people. The Croatian intelligentsia is partly responsi-
ble because they thought that they alone were able to take care of their
people and therefore did not worry very much about raising them so as
to make them take care of themselves and decide about their own des-
tiny. The National Croatian Society of America, however, is the best
proof showing how the Croatian people are capable of achieving some-
thing beautiful and great. That was by no means easy to obtain, but that
makes the results more obvious. Had it not been for the National Croa-
tian Society, a majority of Croats would have been lost all across the
vastness of America. The Society gathered together the best part of
Croatian' immigrants and saved them for their native country. Without
the National Croatian Society, many a Croat would not have been able
to speak Croatian any more, and even if they were they would not have
wished to. The Society hoisted high the Croatian banner in America and
introduced the Croats into social life, showing them that bemg orgamzed
meant a great deal. Everywhere where the lodges were in operatlon
Croatian churches and schools were built and other cultural associations
established.”®

After such a positive reflection on the Society and its membership
in his articles The Croats and America, Marohni¢ put forward a critical
analysis about the situation in Croatian fraternalism with a clear message
that there was still much to be done for the successful development of
Croatian fraternalism in America. First of all, Marohni¢ emphasized that
there was hardly a large community in America without a Croat. There
was no factory or big firm without Croats. A large number of Croats
lived all over America but proportionally only few were NCS members.
What was the reason for that? It has to be pointed out that benefit soci-
eties were rare in Croatia because Croatian immigrants, prior to their
arrival, knew only about military service, paying taxes, and how to be
obedient to a foreign regime in their homeland. Upon their arrival in
America where life was free and enough could be earned to make a liv-
ing, numerous Croatians came to the wrong conclusion that they need
not unite, frequently basing their conclusion on the consideration,
“What do I need a society for? My dollar is my company!” They did
not follow the example of Americans who realized that membership in
benefit societies was in fact a personal investment they could save for
themselves and their families. Therefore, Marohni¢ comments with
uneasiness, “Since there are all sorts of us in America, some rotten soul
might misinterpret these words of mine, hoping to fish in troubled
waters. But every thoughtful and serious man knows that three Croatian
societies in America do not count more than 50,000 members; being
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leave for home in a few years. Unfortunately, the experience of many of
them proves just the opposite. That is why Marohni¢ invited the Croat-
ian people to unite and gather within the richest Croatian organization
in the world, the Croatian National Society.

The Supreme Board knew quite well that everything should be
done to attract new membership. But it was necessary to reorganize the
Home Office and the Supreme Board. Even before the Eleventh Con-
vention took place, a new Home Office building had been bought on
Peralta Street in North Side Pittsburgh where there was also the printing
office of the Zajednicar newspaper.® The Supreme President and a few
members of the Supreme Board with several employees were the resident
officers. They knew very well they must always be present among the
membership. One of the ways of achieving this aim was the work of pro-
fessional “organizers” who were very much talked about at the past con-
ventions, but with no result. Therefore, the Supreme President Hajdi¢ in
his address to the delegates at the Eleventh Convention directly drew
their attention to the many inconsistencies, failures and misunderstand-
ings between lodges and the Home Office that had their origins in the
Society’s lack of professional people, the field men who could contribute
to a better operation of the organization.” However, not even the
Eleventh Convention solved the problem successfully. At the Twelfth
Convention, Josip Marohni¢ addressed the delegates in the following
way, “The National Croatian Society needs a field man. Is it enough to
have one for the Eastern and one for the Western states? Would it be
more convenient if the lodges in each state chose one among themselves
as an “organizer”? Should the convention elect them or should the
future management be entitled to name the necessary number of field
men? All these are secondary matters. The main thing is that each dele-
gate must understand that the need really exists and that the require-
ments must be met with if we want the National Croatian Society to
operate more successfully. So it must be done if we want those numer-
ous, and still unorganized brothers to join us, those who have not yet
enrolled, and who are still suffering because of accidents or diseases.
Their suffering would not happen were they NCS members.“1?

It was absolutely clear to Marohni¢ as well as to the Supreme
Board members that the successful development of the Society was
going to depend on the future activity of numerous lodges in America.
That is why Marohni¢ emphasized that everywhere lodges came into
operation there were also other Croatian associations, but hundreds of
Croats were not their members. The lodge members knew how to insure
their families and had no need to look for more members. Consequent-
ly, they were not contributing to the solidarity of the Society and
neglected the fact that more members meant less expenses to the lodge
itself and to the Society as a whole. There were lodges, Marohnic¢ dis-
closed, that were very successful considering the number of members
and the amount of money they could dispose of. Many of them, howev-
er, did not develop, which was the fault of the lodges and their mem-
bers. Some lodges with a membership of about a hundred behaved as
though that number was sufficient. It is interesting to note that in some
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boarding houses there were about 30 boarders but the owner did not
care a bit to persuade them to join the Society.

The operation of the lodges was not always successful. It stands to
reason that the treasury protected each member and that everybody had
a right to the same sum of money. But when the treasury was empty the
immediate consequences were felt first by those who became ill and were
in need of support. One had the feeling that everybody was to blame
and most of all the management. Strong objections to the lodge and the
Society at large would follow although it was not their fault. And so it
happened that the old-time members would leave the lodge while no
new members enrolled. That was how Marohnic¢ explained the origins of
a debt, observing that each member who was sick was left to his own
destiny. In order to avoid this, it was the duty of every lodge board to
inform their members about its finances. If those 50 cents that each
member paid monthly were not enough to cover the expenses of sickness
benefits, then everybody should pay to the lodge treasury an aditional 25
cents permant or the lodge would otherwise have to organize concerts
and dances in order to cover the expenses.

Marohni¢ points out that some lodges disburse sickness benefits
using the money paid for a death benefit, and in that way they become
the Society’s debtors. It should not be done because the money planned
for the deceased and crippled members belongs to the NCS. Therefore,
the lodge boards must consistently abide by the by-laws and gather the
monthly fees regularly, not allowing any member to avoid payments. It is
forbidden to meet the requirements of friends or relatives against the by-
laws because it causes financial difficulties and harms the lodge activity.
The payments of sickness benefits ought to be under strict control as
problems turn up in many lodges when the money is disbursed for vari-
ous purposes, in most cases to a single person or a few of them. Even in
humanitarian activities the lodges should have very strict criteria con-
cerning expenditures.

The Supreme Board members became more and more worried
about the fact that the members in many lodges were not attending
meetings, and even worse, were not paying their dues regularly. It should
be noted that each lodge was obliged to pay the Society a monthly
assessment in dues, and if the dues were not paid regularly, the Board
members had to borrow the money from a bank so as to cover their
debts to the Society.!! The Society showed a great deal of tolerance at
the Eleventh Convention when it agreed to enter a section in the by-laws
allowing each lodge to suspend a member in case the dues were not paid
regularly and not just cancel the name from the membership list as was
practiced before. In this way, members were allowed to pay their debts
afterwards. Marohni¢ noticed, with bitterness, that members were not
attending the meetings as long as their earnings were high, spending
their money in saloons and boarding houses.!?

In an attempt to prevent some unfavorable trends within the
lodges, the Zajednicar published the following appeal, “The membership
of the National Croatian Society is capable of contributing most to the
promotion of our social life. Even if the smallest lodge was in question,
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even if it counted only 20 members, it is able, only if it wants to, to
bring to the Society at least two new members monthly. Larger lodges
could bring a far greater number of members monthly, thereby creating
an organized nation out of our scattered people and form the great
National Croatian Society. Each of us knows that he who is not a mem-
ber of a benefit society, who is not a member of the National Croatian
Society, is, with rare exceptions, lost for each Croatian movement or
institution in America. Let us then use all our power, let us work steadi-
ly and resolutely so that our lodges and our organization will multiply
and we shall see and feel a great moral and material welfare in all issues
of our people’s life.”13

The Supreme Board members were very much aware of the impor-
tance the immigrant press had for the life, work and prosperity of the
National Croatian Society. Marohni¢ left no doubt explaining how the
Croatian immigrant newspapers should grasp all the important problems
in the Croatian immigrant life and offer best solutions in their columns.
Unfortunately, the immigrant press had its weaknesses, and it often
included irrelevant articles on some world events and general topics,
neglectmg everyday questions conccrnmg their people in America. The
immigrant pubhcauons were lacking in articles about the necessity of
forming associations and founding national organizations. Many newspa-
pers served individual interests or small groups which had no special
relation towards the fraternal organizations of American Croats.

Ending his series The Croats and America Marohni¢ concluded that
individuals, lodges, associations, and the press ought to do a great deal
more in accordance with the by-laws that the National Croatian Society
adopted at the Eleventh Convention held in Kansas City in 1912:

“l1. Work on preserving the good name, development and welfare
of the NCS and its lodges;

2. Become US citizens;
3. Live honestly and morally;

4. Avoid all misdeeds that could harm the good name of the NCS,
its members, and the Croatian people in general.”!*

The Junior Order Department and the Children’s
Home of the National Croatian Society

Those 1mm1grant societies and organizations that did not pay
enough attcnnon to the younger generation frequently ceased to exist in
a few years’ time. The old ones were left without their descendants
because the new environment assimilated them. They acquired its habits,
customs, tradition and language. The National Croatian Society, there-
fore, dedicated much thought on how to organize their members’ chil-
dren. At the Eleventh Convention, Josip Marohni¢ motioned the founda-
tion of the Junior Order Department but was not quite understood as
numerous delegates had different opinions on the matter. Neither the
aim nor the task of the Junior Department was clear to them, and many
were very much skeptical as to the realization of the idea within the
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Society.!> But the ones who supported the idea did not give in and
worked it out in detail for the Twelfth Convention. In several issues of
the Zajednicar the idea and the Department program were explained, the
by-laws adopted and published in the newspaper. The articles also
explained how thousands of immigrants’ children were insured with
other insurance companies, while some of them were not insured at all.
If only the Society had done something for the young ones, they would
have surely joined it. That is why it was necessary to take preliminary
steps so that Croatian children were at least partially insured and pre-
pared for the social life within the Society. If that might be achieved
within their own organization then other associations had to be prevent-
ed from making money on Croatian children. In order to persuade the
membership to organize their juniors, the Zajednicar published an article
from the newspaper Fraternal Monitor which said, “In the first place, the
parents’ task would be to prepare their children for social life. Particular
organizations may differ according to the ways and realization of the
idea, but it is important that all of the organizations willing to do so are
enabled to fulfill their goals. It was pointed out that the children would
belong to the organization up to a certain age when they would learn
enough about social life and be able to join their parents’ associations. A
question of providing death benefits for children was as important as for
the adult fraternalists. The objection that the founding of the Junior
Order Department would harm the Society was not true at all. It came
from the enemies of the movement. By accepting and establishing such
an organization the membership was getting an inexhaustible field of
action for the organization in the years ahead. In such departments the
children would get used to those sublime ideas of fraternalism, common
work and mutual help, which are the greatest truths and the most noble
goals shared by all humanity.”16

Marohni¢ invited all members to establish the Junior Order
Department pointing out that the Society would not be able to count on
the younger generation of American Croats unless they acquainted and
introduced their children to their societies and organizations. Each year
the Society membership grew older, many of them died, and one could
not depend on the newcomers from Croatia. The members of other
nations could not be expected to join the National Croatian Society.
“Who can we expect to multiply our ranks if not the children of those
fraternalists who are here to stay? It is clear that there is obviously a
great need for establishing a Junior Order Department within the
National Croatian Society”.1?

At the Twelfth Convention held in 1915 in Cleveland, Ohio,
Marohni¢ motioned a by-laws draft addressing the delegates with the fol-
lowing words, “Brothers and sisters, it does credit to the Twelfth Con-
vention to propose to the membership the by-laws for the founding of a
new department that is going to be called the Junior Order Department
of the National Croatian Society. We should always keep in mind that by
organizing our young generation we will make the Croatian national con-
science enter the hearts of all young people and remain there, that we
will protect our children, educate them and make them become the
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future members of the National
Croatian Society. We do not want
the blood of our blood to become
alienated. We want them to speak
the language of their forefathers
and to get at least partly acquaint-
ed with the history of the nation
they belong to. We who are older
shall go one after the other, ‘where
each one finally has to go’, and it is
our duty to take care of the
descendants who will fill our ranks
in the future and represent honor-
ably our Croatian cause in this
country.”!8

The Convention adopted the
by-laws concerning the establish-
ment of the Junior Order Depart-
ment and according to which every
child of Croatian or Slav origin
between the age of 6 and 16 could
become a member. It was also
Danica Racki, Director of the National Croat- determined that the seat of the
ian Society Junior Order Department should be in Pitts-

burgh, within the Home Office,
and that nests, that is, small departments of the Junior Order, should be
founded in larger communities. Danica Racki, wife of the Zajednicar edi-
tor Gabro Racki, was elected head of the Department.

The Junior Order Department was developing fast. Within one year
of its foundation, the total membership was 3,494 with 86 nests.
Schools were founded in 27 nests for the study of the Croatian lan-
guage and folklore. It is interesting to note that out of the total mem-
bership, 1,156 children were able to read and write Croatian. The
majority were children from the settlements in which Croatian schools
were in operation.!® The lodge nests were established in 84 Croatian
communities, and the Zajednicar invited others to follow the example.2°

In May 1916, the first numbers of the Pomladak newspaper were
published which encouraged members to learn Croatian and stimulated
the establishment of new nests. The journal carried instructive texts, sto-
ries, jokes, and in each issue the names of new members were made
public as well as the financial position of the organization. Unfortunate-
ly, at the Fourteenth Convention held in Pittsburgh in 1921, a decision
was made to stop the publication. Danica Racki explained it as follows,
“Based on my experience, I suggest, brothers and sisters, that the Pom-
ladak should be canceled since its original purpose was not achieved. To
support this statement I want to acquaint you with the fact that out of
7,450 adults only 850 can read Croatian. Other members should first be
taught how to read and write Croatian. We ought to first establish some-
thing like a course, or some kind of school where teachers would work
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to this end. Only when our members are able to read Croatian will it be
worth spending money on publishing the newspaper. We simply cannot
do it now because of enormous costs.“?!

Though the main aim of the Junior Order was an educational and
patriotic one and not just insurance, the management team took some
practical reasons into consideration. Being asked by some delegates to
the Twelfth Convention what the state laws had to say about such orga-
nizations Marohni¢ replied, “The law does not permit the organization
to manage the Junior Order or to have any financial connection with it.
The Junior Order will, from the very beginning, be supported by the
National Funds. The main purpose of the Junior Order is education,
and not insurance. It is therefore stated in the by-laws that $100 is given
only as help for funeral costs, and not as a death benefit.”??

The first by-laws of the Junior Order did not include any death
benefits for the deceased members beside the above mentioned $100 for
the funeral. The membership fee was, until December 1, 1918, only 10
cents a month. A new table of rates was accepted later according to
which it rose to 20, 25 or 30 cents a month, and the death benefits
ranged from $34 to $350. Therefore, the Junior Order was to be estab-
lished in such a way as to meet all its obligations.

The NCS did not only gather together their members’ children;
from the very beginning, it took care of how to protect the children
whose parents met with a misfortune. As early as the Eighth Convention
of 1904, a conclusion was made that the parents should pay a certain
amount of money into the Orphan Fund. But that was not enough, so

The Croatian Orphanage, Chicago, Illinois
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the fraternalists thought about founding a special institution. That is
how in 1911 the Croats from Kansas City argued through the Zajednicar
for the foundation of a Croatian Orphanage in the United States.?? At
the Eleventh Convention held in in Kansas City in 1912, it was decid-
ed that of all the fraternalists’ children should have priority in getting the
National Fund relief. Those were, however, only temporary initiatives
which could not provide a constant and universal protection for Croatian
orphans. This continued to be so until March 1915 when Croatian
newspapers published information about Croatian children living in a
Czech orphanage at Lisle, Illinois. The papers insisted it was the duty of
the Croats to look after those orphans and to help the Czech institution.
The news stimulated some lodges of the NCS and the Croatian League
of Illinois to take steps for the establishment of an Association for the
education of Croatian orphans in the US. The Association was founded
on March 6, 1915, with the purpose of “helping those institutions where
Croatian orphans were living.” But the members of the Association
understood very well it was not advantageous helping foreign institutions
and so resolved that their own Croatian institution ought to be estab-
lished. This is how the Association for the Establishment of the Croatian
Orphanage was formed. The initiators of the enterprise were the NCS
members and the Croatian League of Illinois. At the NCS Twelfth Con-
vention held in Cleveland in 1915, it was decreed that the NCS become
a member of the Association, with a monthly contribution of $10. The
Association members paid 10 cents per month. The Society lodges were
invited to register with the Association as well. Towards the end of 1916,
30 lodges from both Croatian institutions joined the Association.

To make money, the Association organized parties, excursions and
picnics. Monetary contributions and other donations were collected by
Croats, particularly by businessmen. But all that was not sufficient to
cover the initial expenses for the construction of a building required for
this purpose. At the Sixth Convention of the Croatian League of Illinois
held in St. Louis in June 1918, the delegates resolved that the League
ought to become a member of the Association for the Establishment of
the Croatian Orphanage, with a monthly contribution of $25; it was also
decreed that the Head Committee of the Association start negotiations
with the NCS so as to enable the construction of the Croatian children’s
institution. The NCS Convention was held in Chicago in the same year.
It made a decision that the members had to pay two cents a month for
the Croatian Orphanage. The same decision was arrived at by the man-
agement of the Croatian League of Illinois. In this way, an income of
$960 a month was secured accumulated through 48,000 members from
both institutions. The Croatian Orphanage enterprise was thus realized
more adequately, and both institutions elected three members each,
who, together with the three Association members, were supposed to
prepare everything that was necessary for the construction of the
Orphanage. The name of the Association was very soon changed to the
Croatian Orphanage of America. The charter was soon issued by the
State of Illinois, and a construction site bought on Ballard Road, Chica-
go, where the Children’s Home of the NCS and the Croatian League of
Illinois was eventually built.
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The erection of the Children’s Home was an important and a
large-scale humanitarian action of the Croatian fraternalists. During the
same period, some serious attempts were made to establish an Old Peo-
ple’s Home for the elderly Society members. At the Ninth Convention
of 1906 held in New York, a decision was reached according to which
the members were obliged to make payment of 25 cents a year for the
Old People’s Home. At the Eleventh Convention of 1912, delegate
Tomo Beseni¢ motioned a construction of a sanitarium for tuberculosis
patients and an Old People’s Home.?* The Zajednicar was also dealing
with the problem by informing its readers about what the Supreme
Board was doing on this matter. It was a rather great obligation for the
Society because the price foreseen for the construction of such a home
was about $50,000, a sum that could be provided only if all of the Soci-
ety members paid 10 cents a month. In 1914, the Supreme Board con-
sulted the lodges in order to elicit their opinion on the matter. The
answer was negative because a majority of the lodges were against a spe-
cial payment of dues. At the Thirteenth Convention held in Chicago in
1918, the matter was discussed again and the Convention adopted a
decision that the membership should pay 50 cents a year for this pur-
pose. But the conclusion was actually never carried out due to expenses
incurred by the NCS in other humanitarian activities towards the end of
World War One, and due to the levying of an extra assessment for the
members struck by the Spanish influenza epidemic.?5

We mentioned the unsuccessful activity concerning the construction
of the Old People’s Home in order to illustrate that the NCS members
had the best intentions. However, the Society was not yet able to fulfill
everything that was necessary or beneficial to its membership.

x K %

One should always bear in mind that the NCS was basically an
institution for personal and family insurance. That is why this problem
was given special attention within the Society. As membership and activ-
ities were increasing, the insurance was improving. In the beginning,
when there were only a few thousand members, all of the help offered as
insurance was called by one name only, the relief. The Society paid
death benefits, sick benefits, and disability benefits; all three types were
closely related at first, especially death and invalid claims. If a member
was completely crippled, or lost his arm, his leg or his eyes, an amount
of $300 relief was paid, after which his membership ceased. The sickness
benefit was somewhat different. According to the 1896 by-laws, a lodge
could help a sick member up to a period of one year, and in case of a
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